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Section 1: Presentation of the Learning and Evaluation Situation

Disobeying the Law and its Impact on the Social Order

Aim

The aim of this learning and evaluation situation is to evaluate the development of the competency, Reflects on ethical questions. During the LES you will demonstrate your awareness of the different ways of understanding the social order and reacting to it depending on the individuals or groups involved. You will draw on historical, literary and current cases in the media as well as personal experiences that involve instances of disobeying the law in order to understand the impact on the social order. You will also consider the values and norms that can lead a person or group to call into question the social order or the law. 

Context

What provokes an individual or a group to disobey the law or call into question the social order of an institution, a community or a state? Is there ever a time when it is justified to ignore the law? Are there instances when it is morally acceptable to act in a way that is not permissible by law? Is it possible that what is permissible by law is not morally acceptable? Do people need laws to regulate their actions or are human beings capable of self-regulation?  Many people have experienced the conflict between being a law-abiding citizen and following what is prescribed by an institution, a community or a state, or acting in a way that is in concordance with their conscience or principles. In this LES you will examine some actual cases from history, literature and the media as well as your own experiences and those of your classmates, where people have disobeyed the law, in order to reflect on the impact on the social order. You will also consider some of the reasons that can lead some individuals or groups to call laws or the social order into question. 

Description of the Situation 

Introductory Activity: You will participate in a class discussion of the context and reflect on some of the suggested ethical questions. You will consider familiar situations that include acts of disobeying the law and reflect on the impact on the social order. 

Part One: You will read and analyze a scenario involving an ethical situation that could involve civil disobedience. You will compare the situation with similar situations from your experiences. 

Part Two: You will look for the references as well as the values and norms present in some of the points of view in the scenario you analyzed. With a partner, you will compare your analysis of the situation. 

Part Three: You will read historical, literary and current cases in the media that involve disobeying the law, and look for the role and meaning of the references in these different contexts. 

Part Four: You will write a short argument suggesting options or possible actions for obeying AND disobeying the law in one of the cases you read. You will also explain the possible effects of these options or actions on the individual, the community and the social order.

Integration: You will reflect on the factors that influenced your choices and on your process in developing a point of view. 

Preliminary Reflection on Disobeying the Law and Its Impact on the Social Order 











Worksheet 1
Name: _________________________________
 Group: ____________ 
Date: __________

· Think about cases that you have experienced or heard about where people or groups of people have disobeyed the law.
· What were some of the reasons behind these acts of disobedience? 

· Reflect on how disobeying the law impacts the social order.
· Consider some of the ethical questions that were introduced in the learning context. 

· Record your thoughts by answering the questions below.  



Case of Disobeying the Law

Just Having Fun

Marc, who is 17, and four of his friends were spending an evening out on the basketball court in his neighbourhood park. They all had part-time jobs and could only get to the park at about 9:30 p.m. They were really into the game and lost track of time. Marc knew that the park closed at 10 p.m. and it was near 10:15 p.m. Last month the park security officer had warned him and his brother about not staying beyond the closing time because neighbours had complained about the noise level. The officer told them that next time they would get a fine. Marc told his friends that it was time to go but they continued to play. 

Shortly afterward, an older gentleman approached them, telling them that they were making too much noise and that he could hear them from his house down the street. Marc recognized him as one of his neighbours. The neighbour told Marc that he had already called Marc’s father, who was on his way to the park. One of Marc’s friends told the man that they were doing nothing wrong, just having a harmless game of basketball—who were they hurting? The neighbour responded that there were municipal bylaws that regulated when the park could be used, and the boys were violating these laws. He told them that he knew they had already been warned about staying in the park beyond closing time. The boys argued that they couldn’t get to the park any earlier because they all had jobs. 

Marc’s father arrived and the neighbour started to tell him that he should be more responsible and make sure his kids were obeying the law. Marc’s father responded by saying that the boys were merely letting off some teenage energy after working all day and that he preferred that they play basketball in the park rather than get into real trouble on the streets. The neighbour said he didn’t really care and announced that he was going to call the police because the boys were clearly violating the law. One of the Marc’s friends said that just because there were laws didn’t mean that they were fair laws. Some laws were just unfair and wrong and shouldn’t even be obeyed. The neighbour said that if everybody started thinking like that there would be chaos in society. 

Framework for Analyzing a Situation from an Ethical Point of View 

Worksheet 2

Name: __________________________________ Date: ______________________ Group: _______________




References Present in the Points of View




Worksheet 3

Name: _________________________________ Date: ______________________ Group: _______________

	Character’s name and point of view
	Main references present in the point of view 
	Values and norms in the references 

	Marc


	
	

	Marc’s friends


	
	

	Neighbour


	
	

	Marc’s father 


	
	


In most societies, the social order is maintained through a variety of factors that act upon individuals and influence them accordingly. These factors or references may be internal (meaning, values, norms) or external (organizations, institutions, associations). In this LES, you have been looking at one of these institutions, the legal system or the laws. However, people don’t always choose to follow the rule of law; in some instances people decide that there is a reference that has a greater influence on them. This could be their family, their friends, the media, their belief or value system, amongst other references. In the ethical situation in the learning context there are several differing points of view. Each of these points of view is based on certain obvious references. In the spaces provided below, try to identify the references as well as the role and meaning of these references. 








 






Peer Comparison of the Ethical Situation 




Worksheet 4 

Name: __________________________________ Date: ______________________ Group: _______________

Discuss your analysis of your chosen ethical situation with a partner who has chosen the same situation. Then, in the diagram below, list the things that are similar and different. Remember to agree on the rules of dialogue and to be aware of the types of judgments and the processes that may hinder dialogue. 




How are they different? 

	
	What is the ethical issue?


	

	
	Tensions and/or conflicting values


	

	
	Main references 


	

	
	How do the references influence the point of view of the people in the situation? 
	

	Process of dialogue 

	
	Did I make any judgments or hinder the process of dialogue during our discussion? Explain


	


Famous Cases of People Disobeying the Law

Socrates (469 BCE-399 BCE), Crito
Socrates was a philosopher in Athens who went about engaging people in conversation through questioning, especially the Athenian youth. He was accused of corrupting the youth and was sentenced to imprisonment and death. While awaiting his execution, his student and friend Crito visited him and urged him to escape; Crito told Socrates that many of the Athenian youth and his friends were in support of his escape and were willing to help him. Socrates, while touched by Crito’s concern and offer of help, refused and offered the following arguments in defence of NOT disobeying the law: 

First line of reasoning: 

· A person must never do wrong or injury even if wrong or injury has been done to him or her. 

· To disobey the state would be to do wrong. 

· Therefore Socrates cannot disobey the state and escape. 

Second line of reasoning: 

· Socrates has voluntarily chosen to live in Athens and by doing so has implicitly agreed to follow the laws of the state and maintain the social contract between the citizen and the state. He argues that if he didn’t like their laws he had the free choice to find another place to live. 

Antigone  (play by Sophocles )

In the play, Antigone is distressed at the death of her brother, Polynices who has been killed in battle. She explains to her sister Ismene that they must bury him properly as the gods have ordained. Creon, the king of Thebes, refuses to allow her to do it because he considered Polynices an enemy. Antigone decides to disobey the king and the law and goes ahead with the burial. When she is arrested and condemned to die, she argues that the law of the gods is far more superior to the laws of the king and that she is happy to take her punishment. Creon shuts her away in a cave, but his advisors tell him that he will anger the gods and they will punish him by taking the life of his son. Creon, repents and goes to release Antigone, but finds that she has hung herself.  

The Merchant of Venice (play by William Shakespeare) 
Antonio is a merchant in the city of Venice who is having a hard time paying off his debts. Shylock is a money lender who is often jeered at and taunted simply for being Jewish. Antonio and his friends often poke fun at him and go so far as to call him awful names. At one point in the play, however, Antonio is forced to go to Shylock for a loan. Shylock is angry that someone who has always made fun of him is now coming to him for help. He tells Antonio that he will lend him the money but that he wants it repaid in three months’ time; otherwise he will exact from Antonio a pound of flesh (which is perfectly legal according to the law of the time). Antonio is not worried because he has three ships at sea that will bring him a large profit; he agrees and signs a bond in front of a notary. However, by the end of three months, Antonio hears that all of the ships have been lost at sea; he must now face Shylock and allow him to extract his pound of flesh. However, he decides to disobey the legal contents of the bond and appeals to the mercy of the courts. 

Letter from Birmingham Jail (Martin Luther King Jr.)

Martin Luther King Jr. was a civil rights activist. He and his followers often staged acts of civil disobedience in order to try to get the government to change the segregation laws that discriminated against blacks. In the spring of 1963, King led a series of non-violent protests in Birmingham, Alabama, in order to convince the city to change some of its discriminatory laws. Some of the protest activities included things like sit-ins in public places where blacks were not allowed and marches. King and his supporters were denounced by the white population as disobeying existing laws, and he was arrested and imprisoned. While he was in jail, he wrote a letter to some religious leaders who had denounced him. Following is an excerpt: 

We have waited for more than 340 years for our constitutional and God given rights. The nations of Asia and Africa are moving with jetlike speed toward gaining political independence, but we still creep at horse-and-buggy pace toward gaining a cup of coffee at a lunch counter. Perhaps it is easy for those who have never felt the stinging darts of segregation to say, “Wait.” But when you have seen vicious mobs lynch your mothers and fathers at will and drown your sisters and brothers at whim; when you have seen hate-filled policemen curse, kick and even kill your black brothers and sisters; when you see the vast majority of your twenty million Negro brothers smothering in an airtight cage of poverty in the midst of an affluent society; when you suddenly find your tongue twisted and your speech stammering as you seek to explain to your six-year-old daughter why she can't go to the public amusement park that has just been advertised on television, and see tears welling up in her eyes when she is told that Funtown is closed to colored children, and see ominous clouds of inferiority beginning to form in her little mental sky, and see her beginning to distort her personality by developing an unconscious bitterness toward white people.

When you have to concoct an answer for a five-year-old son who is asking: “Daddy, why do white people treat colored people so mean?”; when you take a cross-country drive and find it necessary to sleep night after night in the uncomfortable corners of your automobile because no motel will accept you; when you are humiliated day in and day out by nagging signs reading “white” and “colored”; when your first name becomes “nigger,” your middle name becomes “boy” (however old you are) and your last name becomes “John,” and your wife and mother are never given the respected title “Mrs.”; when you are harried by day and haunted by night by the fact that you are a Negro, living constantly at tiptoe stance, never quite knowing what to expect next, and are plagued with inner fears and outer resentments; when you are forever fighting a degenerating sense of “nobodiness”—then you will understand why we find it difficult to wait. There comes a time when the cup of endurance runs over, and men are no longer willing to be plunged into the abyss of despair. I hope, sirs, you can understand our legitimate and unavoidable impatience. . . . One may well ask: “How can you advocate breaking some laws and obeying others?” The answer lies in the fact that there are two types of laws: just and unjust. I would be the first to advocate obeying just laws. One has not only a legal but a moral responsibility to obey just laws. Conversely, one has a moral responsibility to disobey unjust laws. I would agree with St. Augustine that “an unjust law is no law at all.”
The Outsiders (a novel by S.E. Hinton) 

Ponyboy Curtis lives with his two brothers, Darry and Sodapop; they call themselves greasers. One of Ponyboy’s best friends is Johnny. One night while they are at the movies, Ponyboy and Johnny happen to talk to some girls who are friends of their rival gang the Socs. After the movie, some of the Soc members jump Ponyboy and Johnny, and the boys get into a fight. During the brawl, one of the Socs plunges Ponyboy’s head into a fountain until he blacks out. Johnny, while trying to fight for his friend’s life, kills the Soc. When Ponyboy comes to, the boys are frightened and run to find their friend Dally Winston, who gives them a gun and some money, and helps them to hide out in an abandoned church. At the church, a fire breaks out and the boys rescue some children who were playing inside. After the boys have been hospitalized for their injuries and declared heroes by the papers, Johnny is to be tried for the murder of the Soc. 

Of Mice and Men (a novel by John Steinbeck) 

George and Lennie are two grown men who have been friends since childhood. George has always taken care of Lennie, who is a very large man and mildly mentally challenged. Lennie loves animals and has had many of them; however, all of them have died because he is innocently too rough with them. The two men get work on a farm and Lennie soon befriends the bosses’ daughter-in-law. He tells her that he likes to touch soft things, and she lets him touch her hair. When Lennie unknowingly grabs the hair too roughly, she starts to scream. Lennie panics and tries to keep her quiet, for fear that he will get in trouble; while doing so, he accidentally breaks her neck and she dies. Lennie runs and hides in a place near the river where he and George have agreed to meet if either of them gets into trouble. The men on the farm find out what Lennie has done and start searching for him in order to organize a lynching. George finds Lennie there the next day and, while telling him a story about how one day they are going to own their own piece of land, he shoots Lennie in the back of the head. 


References Present in Different Situations








Worksheet 5 

Name: _____________________________________
  Group: ___________
Date: __________________

After reading a famous case of a person or persons disobeying the law as well as a current case from the media that you have researched or that your teacher has provided, complete the table below. 

	Situation
	What is the tension in the situation?
	References
	What are some of the possible effects on the social order? 

	
	
	What legal norms are involved? 
	What are the other norms involved? What are the values behind these norms? 
	

	Famous case: 


	
	
	
	

	Current case: 


	
	
	
	


Plan for Argument











Worksheet 6 

Name: _____________________________________
  Group: ___________
Date: __________________

Use the plan below to prepare your argument. Suggest some options or possible actions and explain the possible effects, on the individual, the community and the social order, of obeying AND disobeying the law in the case you have chosen to write about. It may be the learning context scenario, a historical or literary case or a current case from the media. In your argument, be sure to include one related ethical question that you feel could guide a person’s reflection when they are faced with any similar ethical situation. 

	Suggested options or possible actions
	Effects of these options or possible actions 

	
	On the individuals in the situation
	On others (members of society or members close to the individuals in the  situation)
	On community life 


	On the social order

	Obeying  the law:


	
	
	
	

	Disobeying the law:


	
	
	
	

	Related ethical question: 




Peer Evaluation of Interaction through Dialogue

Name: __________________________________ Date: ______________________ Group: _______________

	Criteria 
	Me
	My Partner

	
	Yes (explain how)
	No (explain why) 
	Yes (explain how)
	No explain (why) 

	We were aware of our reactions to the subject we were discussing. 
	
	
	
	

	We found ways to foster dialogue. 


	
	
	
	

	We expressed our points of view. 


	
	
	
	

	We listened to each other’s ideas. 


	
	
	
	

	We explained our points of view using clear arguments. 


	
	
	
	

	If we didn’t understand something we asked for clarification.  


	
	
	
	

	If we encountered obstacles, we were able to overcome them. 


	
	
	
	

	We were aware of any judgments we made.
	
	
	
	


Self-Evaluation of Process and Learning

Name: ______________________________ Date: ______________________ Group: _______________
Evaluate the process you used to analyze a situation from an ethical point of view and to develop a substantiated point of view. Rate yourself on a scale of 1-5, with 5 being well done and 1, needs some improvement. Give an example for each criterion. 

	Evaluation Criteria
	Rating 1-5
	Example

	I analyzed one of the ethical situations and compared it to similar situations from my experience.

	
	

	I looked for the references present in the points of view.
 
	
	

	I looked for the role and meaning of the references in other situations in different contexts. 


	
	

	I compared my analysis of the situation with a partner. 


	
	

	I elaborated one or more options or possible actions.

	
	

	I examined possible effects on individuals, society and the social order. 
	
	

	I chose options or actions that foster community life. 


	
	

	I anticipated objections and necessary clarifications.

	
	

	I included references.

	
	

	I justified judgments and reasoning in my point of view.
	
	

	Areas of strength: 


	Areas for improvement: 


Ethics and Religious Culture





Learning and Evaluation Situation





Continuum of Learning and Evaluation Situations





NOTE


This learning and evaluation situation is a working document, which is therefore subject to change. It may be adapted as needed depending on the student’s social environment, the planning of teaching and learning activities, the integration of the Ethics and Religious Culture program and the Québec Education Program, etc.





Criterion of ethics: Detailed analysis of a situation from an ethical point of view  





What were the reasons for the disobedience?  








How did the disobedience impact the social order? 








Briefly describe a case that involved disobedience of the law. 








Are there ever instances when ignoring the law is justified? Explain. 








What is your understanding of social order? 








Beaconsfield municipal bylaw regarding nuisances (retrieved May 14, 2009 from �HYPERLINK "http://www.beaconsfield.ca/_site/DOCUMENTS/PDF/2008/REGLEMENTS/REGLEMENTSPOST/ENG/reg_beac_033_nuisances_eng.pdf"��http://www.beaconsfield.ca/_site/DOCUMENTS/PDF/2008/REGLEMENTS/REGLEMENTSPOST/ENG/reg_beac_033_nuisances_eng.pdf� ) 





SECTION 2 – NOISE


Constitutes a nuisance and is prohibited within the City:





2.2 	Making or permitting to be made on private or public property any noise at any time, in particular after 10:00 p.m., of such a nature as to disturb the peace and tranquility of the neighbourhood.





Criterion of ethics: Detailed analysis of a situation from an ethical point of view  





In your own words, describe the ethical issue in the situation.  





Can you think of any similar situations from your own experience or that you have heard about? 








Name any related ethical questions that arise. 





What are some evident tensions or conflicting values evident in the situation? 








Why is there an ethical issue? 





What actions have already been taken?





Who is involved? 








Criterion of ethics: Study of the references present in the points of view  





Criterion of dialogue: Adequate use of related content involving interaction with others  





Criterion of ethics: Detailed analysis of a situation from an ethical point of view  





My analysis  





My partner’s analysis  





How are they the same?











Criterion of dialogue: Presentation of a point of view developed using a sufficient number of relevant and coherent elements 





Criterion of ethics: Detailed analysis of a situation from an ethical point of view  





Criterion of ethics: Study of the references present in the points of view  





Criterion of dialogue: Presentation of a point of view developed using a sufficient number of relevant and coherent elements 





Criterion of dialogue: Adequate use of related content involving interaction with others  





Criterion of dialogue: Presentation of a point of view developed using a sufficient number of relevant and coherent elements   
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