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Concepts: Values & Norms
Name: ___________________________________________ Date: ____________________________ 

· In your own words, write a definition for the terms “value” and “norm.” 

· Give an example or two to illustrate a value and a related norm.

· After class sharing, correct or adjust your definitions and examples accordingly.




NORMS FROM RELIGIOUS AND SPIRITUAL TRADITIONS
Tradition: Christianity


Sacred Text: Bible

The Golden Rule: “So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.” (Matthew 7:12)
Commandments:

In the Law there are many commands, such as, "Be faithful in marriage. Do not murder. Do not steal. Do not want what belongs to others." But all of these are summed up in the command that says, "Love others as much as you love yourself." (Romans 13:9) 
   Jesus answered, "The most important one says: `People of Israel, you have only one Lord and God. You must love him with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength.' The second most important commandment says: ‘Love others as much as you love yourself.’ No other commandment is more important than these." (Mark 12:29-31)

 “This is my commandment: That ye love one another, as I have loved you.” (John 15:12)
http://www.biblegateway.com   Also: Ten Commandments: Exodus 20:2-17
Tradition: Buddhism

Sacred Text: Tripitaka
The Eight-Fold Path

1) Right understanding  (understanding the nature of suffering)

2) Right thought (desire to practice Buddhism)
3) Right speech (avoidance of lies or slander)
4) Right action (shunning adultery and acts of cruelty)
5) Right livelihood (refraining from unsuitable or immoral occupations)

6) Right moral effort (cultivating a peaceful and good state of mind)

7) Right mindfulness (self-awareness)

8) Right concentration (meditation)

http://encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia_761584575/Eightfold_Path.html
   Moral Code of Native Spirituality          Sacred Text: Oral tradition

Some aspects of belief are common or widespread:
· Humans are the caretakers of the Earth

· All living things and objects have a spirit

· When taking the life of a plant or animal, a person must pay respect to the spirit of that plant or animal, often with a gift of a sacred plant.

· Prayers of thanks to the Creator should be made every day for all living things; all must participate in ceremonies of thanks

· Families are valued greatly, including extended family and people who may be considered family

· Respect must be shown to every individual, especially children and elders

· Individuals must control their behaviour in consideration of the community in which they live

· A person should strive to be good, in part by participating in ceremonies

· All sacred objects must be treated as such by anyone touching them

· All individual spiritual beliefs should be respected

adapted from National Defence: Religions in Canada. Ottawa: DMGIEE, 2003 p.71
Values From A Text
Name: _______________________________________                          Date: ______________________

· Read the text the teacher has provided for you

· Write the values you find in the text, the appropriate quote from the text and the reasons why you think this value is present on the chart below
· Find as many examples as you can; use another paper if necessary
Spiritual tradition:  ______________________________

Sacred text: ________________________________

Title of text or story: ________________________________

	Value 
	Quote from text
	Reason

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Group Synthesis
Name: _____________                                     Date:__________

· Discuss your findings about Values From A Text with your group
· Together choose three values present in this tradition, based on your findings
· Record your synthesis below
Spiritual tradition: ______________________________

 Text: ________________________________


Self-Evaluation of Dialogue

  Name: ______________________________________  Date: _________________ 
	
	Me 
	My team 

	
	Yes 

How? 
	No 

Why? 
	Yes 

How? 
	No 

Why? 

	We decided on rules for dialogue together 
	 
	
	
	

	We took turns sharing our findings and we listened to each other’s ideas   
	
	
	
	

	During our discussion we gave reasons for our points of view 
	
	
	
	

	We asked questions if we didn’t understand something 
	
	
	
	

	When we had a disagreement about something we stopped and figured it out together 
	
	
	
	


Something I can improve on for next time: 
Interview Worksheet
Name: ______________________________________  Date: _________________ 
· Ask your partner the following questions and record their answers in the space provided

· Formulate your own question and record it and your partner’s answer 

· Use your Group Synthesis worksheet to guide your answers for your partner’s interview worksheet
Partner’s name: _________________ Tradition studied: _______________

What did you already know about values in the tradition you looked at? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What did you learn from the text or from the team that you didn’t know before?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Choose one of the values on your Group Synthesis worksheet. Can you think of a real-life example of how someone could demonstrate this value?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Which of the values do you think would be common to other traditions? Which traditions? Why?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Your own question:  ______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Partner’s answer:  _______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Values in Common

Name: ______________________________________  Date: _________________ 
· With your partner, note differences and similarities between the two traditions studied in the chart below

· Look for common values, if any, and note them in the space provided
Partner’s Name:  ______________________
Traditions studied: ___________ & _____________
	Differences between the traditions studied:
	Similarities between the traditions studied: 

	
	




Reflection on Work
Name: ______________________________________  Date: _________________ 
Look at the class display and fill in the spaces below[image: image1.png]



Ethics and Religious Culture 





Learning and Evaluation Situation 





Conclusions I can draw about the values in the traditions studied and the real-life examples:





Express your degree of satisfaction with the work accomplished. Explain your answer:





Criterion of dialogue: Relevance of how students show they have organized their thinking





Another real-life example that is not on the class display:











Criterion of religious culture: Consideration of various ways of thinking, being and acting that are relevant to the context





Criterion of dialogue: Presentation of a point of view developed using relevant elements





Criterion of dialogue: Presentation of a point of view developed using relevant elements





Criterion of religious culture: Contextualized knowledge of forms of religious expression








Criterion of religious culture: Consideration of various ways of thinking, being or acting that are relevant to the context





Criterion of dialogue:  Relevance of how students show they have organized their thinking





Criterion: Contextualized knowledge of forms of religious expression





Example of a value:





Related norm:





Example of a value:





Related norm:





My explanation of a norm:





My explanation of a value:





Criterion of dialogue: Relevance of how students show they have organized their thinking





Reasons:

















Values common to both traditions (if any):








Criterion of dialogue: Relevance of how students show they have organized their thinking





Criterion of dialogue: Relevance of how students show they have organized their thinking





   Value Chosen:





 





Reasons:





   Value Chosen:





 





Reasons:





   Value Chosen:
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