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Section 1: Presentation of the Situation    
Actions That Make a Difference
Aim
This learning and evaluation situation is intended to evaluate the level of competency developed in ethics. The student should be able to recognize options or possible actions that respect human dignity and foster community life, and make connections between these actions and the values and norms that govern life in society. The student should be able to explain how these values and norms contribute to community life.

Context
Lily’s Research (Student Booklet, p.3)
Description of the Learning and Evaluation Situation
Introductory Activity: The students will describe and put into context the situation proposed by the teacher (Lily’s Research) and identify the values and norms found in the characters’ words and actions that favour community life and the common good.
Part One: The students identify a situation from an ethical point of view. They will become familiar with the quotes provided by the teacher, and identify values or norms that can be found in the messages that motivate actions and words that favour the common good. 
Part Two:  The students will research the quoted individual who has contributed or continues to contribute to community life and the common good. The students will describe several important elements concerning this individual and explain how his or her words and actions respect human dignity and foster community life. The students will identify the values and norms that motivate such actions or words. They can present a summary of the individual’s discoveries in the form of a newspaper article (Personality of the Week) or a short text such as found on the back cover of a biography.

Part Three: The students will take stock of their reflections and explain how their point of view has been modified or consolidated. They will reflect on process and learning and suggest other options or possible actions that respect human dignity and contribute to community life.

Time and Overview

	Preparation Phase
	Performance Phase
	Integration Phase

	Class 1

(1 hour )
	Class 2

(1 hour ) 
	Class 3

(1 hour) 
	Class 4
(15 minutes) 

	· Part 1

(20 minutes)  
Present the LES and learning context: Lily’s Research 

· Part 2 
Some Concepts (optional)
Task 1 

· Part 1

 (20 minutes)  
Study of a Situation – Part A 
· Part 2 
(20 minutes)  
Study of a Situation – Part B

	Task 1 (cont’d) 

· Part 3
(30 minutes) 

Sharing Points of View
Task 2

· Part 1 

(20 minutes)

Choose a quotation and identify the norms and values 

· Part 2

(10 minutes)

Discussion/sharing responses
	Task 3
(1 hour)
· Part 1 

(10 minutes)
Brainstorm a list of elements to research

· Part 2 

(30 minutes) 

Research subject according to elements chosen
· Part 2

(20 minutes)

Summarize findings into short text

	· Part 1 
(5 minutes)
Explain how point of view has been modified or consolidated

· Part 2 
(10 minutes)

Suggest other options or possible actions that favour community life


Note: The times for each activity may vary depending upon the class. Teachers may take up to an extra hour to complete this LES. 

Program Content

	Broad Areas of Learning
	Citizenship and Community Life

(To ensure that students take part in the democratic life of the classroom or the school and develop a spirit of openness to the world and respect for diversity.

	Cross-Curricular Competencies 
	To use information 

(To gather information 

	Subject-Specific Competencies 
	Reflects on Ethical Questions
Engages in Dialogue 

	Themes and Related Content  for Ethics
	Demands of life in society
(Values, norms and responsibilities that guide life in society


Section 2: Suggested procedure


                Duration: about 3 hours 15 minutes
Preparation Phase (1 hour)
	Tasks for the students:
· Describe and put into context the situation proposed by the teacher (Lily’s Research).
· Identify the values and norms found in the words and actions of individuals in society that favour harmonious living and the common good.

	Key features of ethics: 
Identifies a situation from an ethical point of view; 



Examines several cultural, moral, religious, scientific or social references; 



Evaluates options or possible actions

Key features of dialogue:  
Interacts with others; Develops a point of view    

	Criteria of ethics: 

Detailed study of a situation from an ethical point of view; 



Consideration of several references present in the points of view 

	Tasks for the teacher :
· Present the learning context to the students; review Some Concepts (Student Booklet, p.2) if necessary (see note to teacher below).
· Invite students to read Lily’s Research (Student Booklet, p.3) and to complete the worksheet A Study of the Situation – Part A (Student Booklet, p.4). 
· Invite the students to reflect on the ethical questions posed by Lily and complete the worksheet A Study of the Situation – Part B (Student Booklet, p.5).
· Place the students in pairs or small groups.  Ask them to present their point of view on the situation, and allow time for discussion.  The students must take note of one another’s point of view in order to enrich their own. 

· Invite students to individually complete Sharing Points of View (Student Booklet, p.6).
	Required materials:
Lily’s Research (Student Booklet, p.3)

A Study of the Situation – Part A (Student Booklet, p.4)

A Study of the Situation – Part B (Student Booklet, p.5)

Sharing Points of View (Student Booklet, p.6)

Some Concepts – optional (Student Booklet, p.2)

	Note to teacher: Given the newness of this course, references relative to the explanation of a value, norm, human dignity or an ethical question may need to be provided, as the students have not had the background work in previous cycles. The Some Concepts worksheet has been provided as an option if the class requires extra practice in this area.

	Record keeping: A Study of the Situation – Parts A and B; Sharing Points of View


Performance Phase (2 hours)
· Part One (30 minutes)
	Tasks for the students:
· Become familiar with the quotes provided by the teacher.
· Identify a value or a norm that can be found in the messages.

	Key features of ethics:
Identifies a situation from an ethical point of view; Evaluates options or possible actions

Key features of dialogue: 
Organizes his/her thinking; Develops a point of view

	Criterion of ethics: 
Detailed study of a situation from an ethical point of view

Criterion of dialogue: 
Relevance of how students show they have organized their thinking

	Tasks for the teacher:
· Explain the task and ensure that students understand the instructions.
· Write several quotations from influential people on the board and put up accompanying photos of the people quoted (if possible).
· Ask students to choose a quote from the selections; keeping in mind that the person quoted will also be the subject of their research in the next activity.

· Invite students to record their reflections, and identify a value or a norm connected to the quote using the Quotations worksheet (Student Booklet, p.7). 

· Invite some students to share their reflections with the class.
	Required materials:
Suggested References for the Student and the Teacher (Teacher Guide, pp.8-9)

Quotations (Student Booklet, p.7)



	Record keeping:  Quotations


· Part Two (approx.1 hour  30 minutes)
	Tasks for the students:
· Research an individual who has contributed or continues to contribute to community life and the common good.
· Describe several important elements concerning this individual and explain how his or her words and actions respect human dignity and foster community life.
· Summarize their discoveries in the form of a newspaper article or short text such as are found on the back cover of a biography.

	Key features of ethics: 
Identifies a situation from an ethical point of view; 




Examines several cultural, moral, religious, scientific or social references; 



Evaluates options or possible actions
Key features of dialogue: 
Organizes his/her thinking; Develops a point of view

	Criteria of ethics: 

Detailed study of a situation from an ethical point of view; 




Evaluation of options or possible actions in order to determine 



which ones contribute to community life

	Tasks for the teacher:
· Explain the task to the students and ensure that they understand the instructions.
· Remind students of previous activity involving quotations; ask students to research the person quoted (see References, Teacher Guide, p.8). 
· Ask the students to determine the pertinent elements to keep in mind while reading about their influential person.  Brainstorm with the class a list of elements in order to guide their reading.  Display the list in a visual format (blackboard) and allow the students to determine which elements they will take from the text. (See note to teacher below).
· Ask the students to read and record information, and to organize their findings so that they may be easily synthesized using Actions That Make a Difference (Student Booklet, p.8).
· Allow time for students to summarize their findings into a newspaper article or short text using Information Summary (Student Booklet, p.9)

	Required materials:
Quotations worksheet from previous activity

Visual display for list of research elements (Board or chart paper)

Suggested References for the Students and the Teacher (Teacher Guide, p.8)
Actions That Make a Difference (Student Booklet, p.8)
Information Summary(Student Booklet, p.9)



	Notes to teacher: 
1. Elements should be chosen by students in order for them to practice distinguishing between the essential and the secondary information. However, elements should include: key information about the person’s life (where and when they lived, etc.); at least one significant action or words attributed to this person; the people who were affected by these actions/words; at least one value or norm that motivated these actions/words.

	2. Research references should be short; abridged versions or extra reading time may be provided. Other graphic organizers can be used to further aid organization of work if necessary.

	Record keeping: Actions That Make a Difference; Summary of Information


Integration Phase 

· Part Three (15 minutes)
	Tasks for the students:
· Say how their point of view has been modified or consolidated.
· Reflect on their process and learning.

	Key features of ethics: 
Examines several cultural, moral, religious, scientific or social references; 



Evaluates options or possible actions
Key features of dialogue:
Organizes his/her thinking; Develops a point of view               

	Criterion of ethics: Evaluation of options or possible actions in order to determine which ones contribute to community life

	Tasks for the teacher:
· Ask the students to reread all their worksheets in order to aid reflection on learning and discoveries made. 
·  Ask students to individually complete Review: My Point of View (Student Booklet, p.10).  Students may write their answers to the second question on a separate sheet of paper or discuss them orally with the class.
· Invite students to reflect on their initial point of view from A Study of the Situation – Part B, to determine if their point of view has modified or remained the same. (Student Booklet, p.11).


	Required materials:
A Study of the Situation – Part B completed by the student in the Preparation Phase
Review: My Point of View (Student Booklet, pp.10-11)


	Record keeping: Review: My Point of View


Section 3: Suggested References for the Students and the Teacher
Books:
Rookie Biography Series
Eddy, Susan. Mother Teresa. Children’s Press (CT); 2004

Grant, Karima. Nelson Mandela. Children’s Press (CT); 2006

Mara, Will. Martin Luther King Jr. Children’s Press (CT); 2003

Levi, Primo. Gandhi (DK Biography). DK Children; 2006

Schuman, Michael. Elie Wiesel: Voice From the Holocaust. Enslow Publishers; 1994

Sullivan, Anne Marie. Dalai Lama (Great Names). Mason Crest Publishers; 2003

Trottier, Maxine. Terry Fox: A Story of Hope.  Scholastic Canada; 2005.
Suggested Web Sites:
http://www.biography.com/  Type name in search box

http://www.biography.com/video/index.jsp  Biographical videos

http://library.thinkquest.org/3078/msp.html 
http://www.biography.com/blackhistory/featured-biography/martin-luther-king.jsp
http://www.biography.com/blackhistory/featured-biography/nelson-mandela.jsp 
Choose some or all of the suggested quotes to present to the students and allow them to choose one to study:

(Quotes taken from http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/  Terry Fox quote from www.terryfoxrun.org )
[image: image1.wmf]
“We must learn to live together as brothers or die together as fools.” 
Martin Luther King Jr.
US black civil rights leader & clergyman (1929 - 1968) 
[image: image2.wmf]
 “Let no one ever come to you without leaving better and happier.” 

Mother Teresa   
Indian (Albanian-born) humanitarian & missionary (1910 - 1997)  
[image: image3.wmf]
“You must be the change you want to see in the world.” 

Mahatma Gandhi
Indian political and spiritual leader (1869 - 1948) 
[image: image4.wmf]
“Sometimes it falls upon a generation to be great. You can be that great generation.” 

Nelson Mandela
S. African black civil rights leader (1918 - ) 

 “If you want others to be happy, practice compassion." If you want to be happy, practice compassion.” 

The Dalai Lama 
Tibetan Buddhist religious leader (1935 - ) 
“I say fear must be followed by hope. Hope you do something about. It's a call to action.” 

Elie Wiesel
US (Romanian-born) activist, novelist, holocaust survivor (1928 - )  
“Dreams are made possible if you try.” 

Terry Fox
Canadian athlete, founder of the Marathon of Hope (1958 – 1981)
Other possibilities:   Henry Dunant – founder of Red Cross
                                    Bernard Kouchner – cofounder of Médecins Sans Frontières 
                                    Chantal Petitclair – Paralympic gold medalist
Rubric for the Evaluation of the Competency 

Reflects on Ethical Questions


	Evaluation Criteria
	Manifestations
	Observable elements  
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Detailed study of a situation from an ethical point of view 
	Describes a situation and puts it into context 

Identifies tensions or conflicting values 

Compares his/her perception of the situation with that of his/her classmates 


	Describes the ethical situation in the context  

Identifies the  values in the points of view   

Compares his/her point of view  with a partner  
	Thorough  development
	Acceptable development
	Partial development
	Minimal development  with assistance

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Evaluation of options or possible actions in order to determine which ones contribute to community life   
	Chooses options or actions to promote that foster community life 

 
	Suggests options or possible actions that favour community life and human dignity
Identifies the values and norms behind these options or possible actions


	
	
	
	


Note to teachers: When scoring student work teachers should use ALL the student’s worksheets from the Student Booklet.  This will provide an overall general impression of the student’s performance.

Section 5: Table of Program Content

	Targeted Subject-Specific Competencies

	Reflects on Ethical Questions

 SHAPE 



Themes and related content:         ● Demands of life in society

·  Values, norms and responsibilities that guide life in society

·  Individuals or groups whose actions contribute to community life

	Engages in dialogue

 SHAPE 


Content regarding the practice of dialogue:

Form of dialogue: Discussion

Means for developing a point of view: Description, explanation

Means for examining a point of view: Recognize and examine judgments and processes that may hinder dialogue 



	Cross-curricular competency



	To use information



	Broad Area of Learning 



	Citizenship and community life    
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Key features�
Evaluation criteria�
�
Organizes his/her thinking �
X�
�
Interacts with others �
X�
�
Develops a point of view �
X�
�



NOTE


This learning and evaluation situation is a working document, which is therefore subject to change. It may be adapted as needed depending on the student’s social environment, the planning of teaching and learning activities, the integration of the Ethics and Religious Culture program and the Québec Education Program, etc.














Key features�
Evaluation criteria�
�



Identifies a situation from an ethical point of view


�



Detailed study of a situation from an ethical point of view�
�



Examines several cultural, moral, religious, scientific or social references�



X�
�



Evaluates options or possible actions�



Evaluation of options or possible actions in order to determine which ones contribute to community life


 �
�















Continuum of Learning and Evaluation Situations
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