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Section 1: Presentation of the Learning and Evaluation Situation

Aim
The aim of this learning and evaluation situation is to evaluate the development of the competency in religious culture. The student should be able to recount in his/her own words the stories of the births of some key figures from various religious traditions. He/she should also be able to identify some cultural references, such as celebrations, which come from these stories. He/she should also be able to associate each story with its religious tradition of origin. 
Context 

Jacob’s class is writing poems for Mother’s Day. He decides to use the dictionary to look up some words when he discovers his own name under J. It says that its origin is from the bible. He shows it to his teacher, Ms. Jones, who explains to the students that many names have ancient origins and some have a religious meaning. For example, Jacob means heel in Hebrew because Jacob was born hanging on to the heel of his twin brother Esau. In the class there are students who are named Miriam, Ishmael, Gabriel, and Isaac- these are all found in the Bible. Names are usually given at a child’s birth and Ms. Jones says that there are many interesting stories associated with the birth of some key figures in various religious traditions. She tells the class that they are going to read some of them. 

Description of the situation 

Introductory activity: The student will become familiar with the context and share his/her prior knowledge about key figures with peers. He/she will discover the significance of the names of certain key figures in the learning context and make a connection with the story of his/her birth. He/she will share what he/she knows about the following key figures: Jesus, Moses, and Buddha.  
Part One of the situation: The student will acquire information about the birth of some key figures from several religious traditions. He/she will associate each key figure with the appropriate religious tradition.

Part Two of the situation: The student will make connections between the stories of the births of some key figure from various religious traditions and celebrations found in his/her social and cultural environment. With a peer he/she will compare one birth story with its corresponding celebration using a Venn diagram and express his/her way of perceiving the subject of dialogue. 
Part Three of the situation: The student will create a four-scene storyboard recounting the birth of a key figure from a religious tradition. He/she will draw pictures (or use the ones provided) and write a few descriptive words for each scene. The storyboard may be done in pairs. 
Integration activity: The student will reflect on his/her process and evaluate his/her learning. 
Resources to be mobilized 

Students will need access to the Student Booklet. 

Time and Overview
	Preparation Phase
	Performance Phase
	Integration Phase

	Class 1

(1 hour total)
	Class 2

(1 hour total) 
	Class 3

(45 minutes total) 
	Class 4

(1 hour and 15 minutes total) 

	Introductory Activity

(30 minutes) 
· Part 1

(15 minutes)  
Present the LES and activate prior knowledge 
· Part 2 

(15 minutes)  
Review class names 
Task 1 

(30 minutes) 
Worksheet 1- What I Already Know 
	Task 2 

(1 hour)  

· Part 1

(30 minutes)

Read the stories 

· Part 2

(5 minutes) 

Explain the task

· Part 3 

(25 minutes) 

Worksheet 2-

I Organize What I Have Learned 
	Task 3

(45 minutes)

· Part 1 

(15 minutes) 

Read the stories

· Part 2

(30 minutes)

(Explain Venn diagram 

(Worksheet 3 –
I Compare a Story and a Birth 


	Task 4 
(45 minutes) 

· Part 1 

(10  minutes) 

Explain the activity 

· Part 2 

(35 minutes) 

(Worksheet 4- 

A Memorable Birth Storyboard  
	Discussion 

(5 minutes) 

Task 5

(10 minutes) 

Self-Evaluation  


Note: The times for each activity may vary depending upon the class. Teachers may take up to an extra hour to complete this LES. 
Program Content

	Broad Areas of Learning
	Citizenship and Community Life

(To ensure that students take part in the democratic life of the classroom or the school and develop a spirit of openness to the world and respect for diversity.

	Cross-Curricular Competencies 
	To use information 

(To gather information 

	Subject-Specific Competencies 
	Demonstrates an understanding of the phenomenon of religion 
Engages in dialogue 

	Themes and Related Content for Religious Culture
	Stories that have touched people

(Stories about key figures


Section 2: Suggested Procedure 


      

Duration: 4 hours 
Preparation Phase (1 hour)

	The student will: 
· become familiar with the context and share his/her prior knowledge about key figures with peers.
· discover the significance of the names of certain key figures in the learning context and make a connection with the story of his/her birth
· share what he/she knows about the following key figures: Jesus, Moses, and Buddha.  . 


	Key feature of religious culture: 
Explores forms of religious expression   

	Key features of dialogue:             

Organizes his/her thinking                                                     Interact with others   

	 

	The teacher is invited to:  
Introductory Activity
· read the context and provide information on the names mentioned. Use the sheet Information on First Names, p. 11 of the Teacher Guide
Note: The information on the meaning of the first names as mentioned in the learning context will provide an introduction to the stories of Jesus, Moses and Buddha to be used in the evaluation situation. The student will be able to acquire the necessary tools in order to be able to read and discuss the stories independently.  
· go around the class in order to identify which names may have an origin related to a religious tradition. See http://www.behindthename.com/ (English) or http://www.tous-les-prenoms.com/  (French) 
Task 1 
· ask students if they have heard of the names Jesus, Moses or Buddha. Inform students that they will be reading stories about them. Organize students into groups or pairs and invite them to complete What I Already Know on p. 4 of the Student Booklet.  

	Required materials:
Teacher Guide, p. 11
Information on First Names
Worksheet 1-Student Booklet, p. 4
What I Already Know
Access to the Web sites:  
http://www.behindthename.com/
http://www.tous-les-prenoms.com/  
Note: Teachers may wish to look up the names of each student beforehand so that all students are included. 


Performance Phase   (2hours 45 minutes)
Part One (1 hour)
	The student will:
· become familiar with two stories about the births of key figures and identify the essential elements for each story 
· associate each key figure with the appropriate religious tradition 

	Key feature of religious culture: Explores forms of religious expression   

	Key feature of dialogue:             Organizes his/her thinking
	 Key feature of to use information: To gather information                           
 

	Evaluation criterion for religious culture:- Contextualized knowledge of forms of religious expression  


	The teacher is invited to:  
Task 2 

· invite students to read the stories about the births of key figures. 
Note: If some students are non-readers the teacher may read the stories out loud. 
· briefly review the key elements in each story in order to ensure that students have retained the essential elements of the stories. Ask students to name the key elements for each story. This exercise will ensure that students have acquired the necessary information in order to be able to complete the next activity. 
· explain to students that they will be choosing one story to write some sentences about. They will use these sentences later to create a storyboard of the birth of a key figure. 
· together with students read the directions on p. 5-6 of the Student Booklet, I Organize What I Have Learned, and ask students to complete it on their own. 

	Required materials:
Student Booklet, p. 5-6
Worksheet 2 
I Organize What I Have Learned 
Teacher Guide, p. 12-14  and Student Booklet, p. 11-13
The Birth of Jesus
The Birth of Moses
The Birth of Buddha



Part Two (45 minutes)
	The student will:
· make connections between the stories of the births of some key figure from various religious traditions and cultural references found in his/her social and cultural environment 
· compare one birth story and its corresponding celebration using a Venn diagram 
· express his/her way of perceiving the subject of dialogue


	Key features of religious culture: 
· Explores forms of religious expression 

· Makes connections between forms of religious expression and the social and cultural environment

   
	Key features of dialogue:  
· Organizes his/her thinking 

· Develops a point of view 

	Evaluation criteria for religious culture: -Contextualized knowledge of forms of religious expression  




     -Establishment of the connections between forms of religious expressions and 



      elements of the social and cultural environment

	The teacher is invited to:
Task 3
· explain to students that, just like their birthdays, the birthdays of key figures from religious traditions, are remembered on special days throughout the year.
· present Stories Across Time, Student Booklet, p. 12, and read it together with students. 

· inform students that they will be looking for key elements from one of the stories of the celebrations and one of the stories of the births of key figures; they will then identify those elements that both stories  have in common. 
· explain the Venn diagram in I Connect a Birth to a Celebration, p. 7 of the Student Booklet. If students have had no previous exposure to Venn diagrams, take the time to present a simple example by using for example, the clothes that two students are wearing on this particular day. 
· ask students to choose either the birth of Jesus or the birth of Buddha and compare each to its corresponding celebration. 

· organize students into pairs that have worked on the same stories.
· clearly identify the observable elements in dialogue that students will be expected to follow (see example in sidebar). 
· invite students to complete p. 7 of the Student Booklet in pairs. 
· circulate between groups and observe student interaction. 
	Required Materials:
Student Booklet, p. 14 and Teacher Guide, p. 15
Stories Across Time

Student Booklet, p. 7
Worksheet 3

I Connect a Birth to a Celebration-Venn Diagram 
Observable elements for dialogue: 

1. The student clearly expresses the comparisons between the two stories
2. He/she listens to peers
3. He/she respects the conditions that are favourable to dialogue
4. He/she asks questions if needed 
Note: While the dialogue competency is not being evaluated, the observable elements will help students structure their discussion   


Part Three (1 hour)
	The student will:
· create a four-scene storyboard recounting the birth of a key figure from a religious tradition 
· draw pictures (or use the ones provided) and write a few descriptive words for each scene

	Key features of religious culture: 


· Explores forms of religious expression 

· Makes connections between forms of religious expression and the social and  cultural environment

   
	Key features of dialogue:  
· Organizes his/her thinking 

· Develops a point of view

	Evaluation criteria for religious culture: Contextualized knowledge of forms of religious expression  





      Establishment of the connections between forms of religious expressions and 



      elements of the social and cultural environment

	The teacher is invited to:
 Task 4: 
· remind students that a storyboard recounts the essential elements in a story, not ALL the elements of the story. 
Go over the instructions on page 8 of the Student Booklet with the students.  
· inform students that they may use the pictures provided or draw their own. The pictures they draw should be very simple and each one should be related to the sentences they wrote. 
Note: Students who have difficulty writing may choose to label their pictures instead. 
· organize students into groups of four so that they can read their storyboards to each other. 

	Required material:
Student Booklet, p. 6.
Sentence strips 

Student Booklet, p.8 
Worksheet 4 
A Memorable Birth- Storyboard 
Student Booklet, pp. 12, 14, 16 
Pictures of births 
One 17-inch strip of construction paper for each pair of students 
Students will need scissors, glue and crayons (wax or pencil) 



Integration Phase   (15 minutes)

	The student will: 
· reflect on his/her process and learning during this evaluation situation   
· self-evaluate his/her learning and process 


	Key feature of religious culture: 
Explores forms of religious expression   
Key feature of dialogue:

Organizes his/her thinking 

                                                         

	The teacher is invited to:
· question students on their learning and process and what they liked about the evaluation situation. 
· ask students to think about what they did well and what they can improve upon for next time. 
Task 5 
· invite students to complete the Self-Evaluation on Learning and Process, Student Booklet, p. 15.
	Required materials:
Student Booklet, p. 15
Self-Evaluation on Learning and Process 


	Personal notes: 




Section 3: Suggested References 
Picture books 
Birth of Jesus

De Paola, Tommie. The First Christmas. New York: Putnam, 1984. 
Birth of Moses 

Deitrich, Julie. Tiny Baby Moses. St. Louis, MO: Concordia, 2003. 

Birth of Buddha
Czernecki, Stefan. Buddha Under the Bodhi Tree. Bayeux Arts Inc., 1998. 

Web sites 

Names
http://www.behindthename.com/ (English) 
http://www.tous-les-prenoms.com/ (French) 

Section 4: Content and Evaluation Tools

Content Tools

· Information on Names 






p. 12
· The Birth of Jesus







p. 13
· The Birth of Moses 







p. 14
· The Birth of Buddha 






p. 15
· Stories Across Time







p. 16
Evaluation Tools 

· Evaluation Grid for the Competency Demonstrates an understanding 
of the phenomenon of religion





p. 17 
Information on First Names
Gabriel

Gabriel comes from the Hebrew name Gavriel which means “strong man of God.” He was the angel who announced the birth of Jesus to Mary. According to Islam, Gabriel was the angel who spoke to Muhammad. 

Ishmael 
The name Ishmael comes from the Hebrew Yishmae’l which means “God will hear.” Ishmael was the son of Abraham who was born to Hagar, a servant of Abraham’s wife Sarah. When Sarah had a son with Abraham named Isaac, she sent Hagar and Ishmael away. Ishmael and Hagar wandered all alone in the desert, but as Ishmael’s name indicates, God heard their cries and promised them salvation. 

Abraham
He had a son with Hagar

He had a son with Sarah 

named Ishmael. 


named Isaac. Jacob is Isaac’s son. 

Miriam
Miriam means Mary in Hebrew. She was Moses’ sister. Mary was also the name of Jesus’ mother. Mary in Hebrew means bitter. Marie in French means “she who raises” just like Miriam helped to raise Moses from the water. 

Jesus 

The name Jesus comes from the Hebrew Yeshua which is Joshua. Joshua means “Yahweh or God is salvation.”  Jesus is believed to be the salvation for many Christians. 

Moses
Moses comes from the Hebrew, Mosheh which means “son” or “deliver.” Moses was delivered from the water by Pharaoh’s daughter.  

Buddha
Buddha means “enlightened” in Sanskrit, an ancient Indian language. When Siddhartha left the palace and saw all the pain sadness in the world, he sat under a tree to mediate. Thus he understood true suffering and became enlightened. 
The Birth of Jesus
It all began with a message brought to Mary, Jesus’ mother. The angel Gabriel visited her. He said “God has chosen you to give birth to his only son.” He told Mary that the Holy Spirit would come upon her and she would become the Mother of Jesus. Mary was very happy and told Joseph, whom she was going to marry. 

A few months later Mary and Joseph were returning to Bethlehem where Joseph was born. Joseph had to return there because a census (an official count of all the people in a city) was being held. When they got there, all the inns were full. Mary was going to have the baby and she needed a room. Finally, they found a stable where they could take shelter. Jesus was born in a manger. 

In the hills around the town, shepherds were watching their sheep. The night was calm and silent. Suddenly, a bright light began to shine almost blinding the shepherds. They heard a choir of angels announcing the birth of the saviour as promised by God. The angels told the shepherds that the baby was in a manger in a stable. The shepherds decided to go and visit the baby. They arrived in Bethlehem where they found, Mary, Joseph and Jesus. 

Later, three magi or wise men, decided to go and find Jesus. King Herod sent them to find the infant-king. Herod was jealous of this baby that everyone was talking about. He was afraid that he would have his kingdom taken away from him. On the road to find the infant-king, the magi saw a strange star in the sky. When they saw the star they were filled with delight and decided to follow it. The star guided them toward Bethlehem. 

The magi offered gifts to Jesus: gold, myrrh and frankincense. 
The Birth of Moses
This story takes place in Egypt a long time ago. Egypt was home to Egyptians, but it was also the home of the Jewish people called Hebrews. They all lived peacefully and got along well. 

One day a new Pharaoh came to power. He decided that there were too many Hebrew people and he thought that they would rise against him. He decided to make them into slaves and have them carry the large blocks of stone needed to build the pyramids. The pharaoh wanted to get rid of the Hebrew people, so he ordered his soldiers to capture all the male babies and throw them into the Nile River. 

It was at this time that Moses was born. His mother was very proud of her son. She wanted to hide him so that the soldiers would not capture him. After three months of hiding him she found it too difficult and dangerous to continue. She took a basket made from papyrus reeds and covered it with tar so that it would not get wet. She put Moses in the basket and placed it in the Nile making sure that Miriam, Moses’ sister, watched the basket until it reached the shore safely. 

Miriam followed the basket and after a while she saw that the pharaoh’s daughter was bathing in the Nile. The princess saw the basket and had her servants go and fetch it out of the water. Moses was crying so the princess took the baby in her arms and said, “This must surely be a Hebrew baby.” Miriam knew that the princess would take care of Moses. She went up to the princess and asked her if she needed a woman to take care of the baby. When the princess answered yes, Miriam went and brought her mother to the palace. In that way Moses was raised by his real mother in the palace without anyone knowing it. 
The Birth of Siddhartha Gautama (Buddha)
Once upon a time there lived a beautiful queen named Maya. Her greatest wish was to have a son. One day, during a festival, she went to rest and had a dream. She dreamt that four angels carried her high to a white mountain where she was clothed all in flowers. A white elephant carrying a white lotus flower in its trunk approached the queen and circled around her three times. When Queen Maya woke up she told her husband about the dream. The king called 64 of his most trusted advisors to ask them the meaning of this dream. They told him that the Queen would have a son who would become a brave and noble warrior. However, if the son left the palace he would become a Buddha. 

A few months later, the queen was on her way to visit her parents. On the road she came to a beautiful forest, full of exotic scented flowers and bright colourful birds. The queen wanted to rest and bathe in the lake. It was on this beautiful night, with a full moon, that her son, the future Buddha was born. 

Siddhartha Gautama, who would later become the Buddha, was born under a tree. When he was born the gods showered scented flower petals on the baby. The sky rained perfumed water for the bay to bathe in. The baby began to walk right away. He walked seven steps to the north and looked in all directions. Suddenly, the earth began to shake and all the trees became covered in flowers and blind people began to see. 

Shortly after his birth, Siddhartha’s mother died. He was raised by his aunt. His father wanted him to become a great king. One day, a wise man told the king that Siddhartha would become either a great king or a great Buddha, depending on the suffering that he saw in the world. For this reason, Siddhartha’s father never wanted him to leave the palace and see the suffering in the world. 
Stories Across Time

In your environment and in other countries the stories of the key figures that you have read have a special place in the lives of many people. Here’s how: 
Buddha’s birthday
In many countries in Asia, people celebrate Buddha’s birthday. Although his birthday is in May many people celebrate it on April 8. In Japan for example it is called the festival of flowers or Hana Matsuri. On this day, Japanese people go to temple and pour sweet tea on statues of the Buddha. This reminds them of Buddha’s first bath. They also decorate the Buddhist temples with flowers to remind them of the flowers petals that fell from the sky when Buddha was born. It also reminds them of the trees that became covered in flowers when Buddha was born. 

Celebrations related to Moses’ life

While there are no specific celebrations to honour Moses’ birth, there are many others in Judaism that honour his life. Yom Kippur, or the Day of Atonement, is a ten-day celebration that reminds people of the day Moses brought down the second set of ten commandments from Mount Sinai. Yom Kippur begins with Rosh Hashanah, the beginning of the Jewish New Year. Passover is usually celebrated during the spring and commemorates the time that Moses led the Jewish people out of slavery from Egypt. A famous movie about Moses is The Ten Commandments and The Prince of Egypt.  

Jesus’ birth

At Christmas, many Christians all over the world celebrate the birth of Jesus. While the exact date of Jesus’ birth is not clear, it has traditionally been celebrated on December 25. Many people celebrate by decorating their homes with lights to remind them of the Christmas star, exchanging gifts (just like the magi gave to Jesus) and being together with family just like Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 

Evaluation Grid for the Competency 
Demonstrates an understanding of the phenomenon of religion


	Evaluation Criteria:
	Manifestations
	Observable elements
	3
	2
	1

	
	
	
	Completely
	Partially
	Requires assistance

	Contextualized knowledge of forms of religious expression
	Names forms of religious expressions 

Describes and puts into context forms of religious expression 


	Identifies by name a story of the birth of a key figure 

Identifies the key elements of a story of the birth of a key figure
and

is able to put them in chronological order  


	
	
	

	Establishment of the connections between forms of religious expression elements of the social and cultural environment 
	Identifies forms of religious expression in his/her immediate environment

Relates such forms of expression to aspects of the social and cultural environment 
	Identifies the key elements of a celebration of the birth of a key figure 

Finds similarities between the celebration and the story of the birth of a key figure 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Thorough
	Adequate
	Requires assistance

	
	
	
	
	
	


Note to teachers: For the first evaluation criterion, a quantitative scale has been used since the observable elements are quantifiable. For the second manifestation of the second evaluation criterion, a more qualitative scale has been used since finding similarities requires a more nuanced approach.  
When scoring student work, teachers should use all the student’s worksheets from the Student Booklet as well as the completed storyboard. This will provide an overall general impression of the student’s performance. 

Section 5: Table of Program Content

	Targeted Subject-Specific Competencies

	Demonstrates an understanding of the phenomenon of religion 
Key features
Evaluation criteria
Explores forms of religious expression
Contextualized knowledge of forms of religious expression
Makes connections between forms of religious expression and the social and cultural environment 
Establishment of the connections between forms of religious expression and elements of the social and cultural environment
Considers various ways of thinking, being and acting
X
Themes and related content: Stories that have touched people
· Stories about key figures 

	Engages in dialogue
Key features
Evaluation criteria
Organizes his/her thinking 
X
Interacts with others 
X
Develops a point of view 
X
Content regarding the practice of dialogue:
Form of dialogue: conversation, discussion
Means for developing a point of view: description, comparison 
Means for examining a point of view: recognize and examine judgments and processes that may hinder dialogue 


	Cross-curricular competency


	To use information


	Broad Area of Learning 


	Citizenship and Community Life  
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Continuum of Learning and Evaluation Situations





Ethics and Religious Culture 





Learning and Evaluation Situation 





NOTE


This learning and evaluation situation is a working document, which is therefore subject to change. It may be adapted as needed depending on the student’s social environment, the planning of teaching and learning activities, the integration of the Ethics and Religious Culture program and the Québec Education Program, etc.
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