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Worksheet 1-Preparation Phase  
Name: ___________________            Date: _______________

What I Already Know
Draw or write about what you already know about each key figure in the table below: 
	
	What I already know
	What I would like to know

	Jesus


	
	

	Moses


	
	

	Buddha


	
	


Worksheet 2- Part 1 
Name: ________________________ Date: _______________

I Organize What I Have Learned

Name of key figure:  _______________________
Religious tradition of origin: _________________ 
Place of birth: ___________________________
· Choose one of the stories that you have read about the birth of a key figure. 

· Write a sentence about the birth of the key figure. 

· Choose three characters from the same story. 
· For each one of the characters, write a sentence which summarizes what role he/she had in the story (use p. 6). 
· You will use these sentences when creating your storyboard of the story of the birth of a key figure of your choice. 
	Jesus
	Moses
	Buddha

	· Jesus
· Mary
· Joseph

· The angel Gabriel

· The shepherds
· The choir of angels 

· The three Magi or wise men  
· King Herod 
	· Moses
· Moses’ mother
· Myriam

· Pharaoh 
· Pharaoh’s daughter 
· The servants of pharaoh’s daughter 


	· Siddhartha Gautama 
· Queen Maya

· The king (Buddha’s father) 
· The court astrologists 
· A sage or wise man 


Name a memorable event that happened during the birth of your chosen key figure: 

Worksheet 2- Part 1 (continued) 
Name: ________________________ Date: _______________

Cut these sentences out and paste them on your story board under your drawing. 
1. Key figure: ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Character: ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Character: ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Character: ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Worksheet 3- Part 2 

Name: ____________________________  
 
Date: _______________
I Connect a Celebration to a Birth Story
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[image: image7.wmf]Choose either the birth of Jesus or the birth of Budddha and identify some key elements in each story. Then compare what the modern-day celebrations and the births of these key figures have in common, using the Venn diagram below. 
Worksheet 4- Part 3 

Name: ____________________________  
 
Date: _______________

Title: _____________________
A Memorable Birth- Storyboard
A storyboard is used to tell a story in pictures with some words. You will use this format to tell the story of the birth of a key figure from a religious tradition. 

Instructions (check each box as you complete the directions) 

· For each box on pages 9 and 10 you will first paste your cut-out sentence strip from page 6 in the order in which the story took place. 
· Use the pictures on pages 12, 14, and 16 by cutting them first and then pasting them into the boxes. Or, you can draw a simple picture to go with each sentence. You may label the pictures if you like. 

· Cut out each of the boxes and paste them, in the order that the events took place, onto the strip of construction paper that your teacher has provided. 

· If you have time, tell the story to a partner. 

Your finished product may look like this: 
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Worksheet 4 (continued)  

Name: ____________________________  
 
Date: _______________
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 Worksheet 4 (continued)  

Name: ____________________________  
 
Date: _______________[image: image15.wmf]
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The Birth of Jesus
It all began with a message brought to Mary, Jesus’ mother. The angel Gabriel visited her. He said “God has chosen you to give birth to his only son.” He told Mary that the Holy Spirit would come upon her and she would become the Mother of Jesus. Mary was very happy and told Joseph, whom she was going to marry. 

A few months later Mary and Joseph were returning to Bethlehem where Joseph was born. Joseph had to return there because a census (an official count of all the people in a city) was being held. When they got there, all the inns were full. Mary was going to have the baby and she needed a room. Finally, they found a stable where they could take shelter. Jesus was born in a manger. 

In the hills around the town, shepherds were watching their sheep. The night was calm and silent. Suddenly, a bright light began to shine almost blinding the shepherds. They heard a choir of angels announcing the birth of the saviour as promised by God. The angels told the shepherds that the baby was in a manger in a stable. The shepherds decided to go and visit the baby. They arrived in Bethlehem where they found, Mary, Joseph and Jesus. 

Later, three magi or wise men, decided to go and find Jesus. King Herod sent them to find the infant-king. Herod was jealous of this baby that everyone was talking about. He was afraid that he would have his kingdom taken away from him. On the road to find the infant-king, the magi saw a strange star in the sky. When they saw the star they were filled with delight and decided to follow it. The star guided them toward Bethlehem. 

The magi offered gifts to Jesus: gold, myrrh and frankincense. 
Pictures for the Birth of Jesus

Use some of these pictures to tell your story by cutting them out and pasting them to your storyboard. 
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The Birth of Moses
This story takes place in Egypt a long time ago. Egypt was home to Egyptians, but it was also the home of another people called Hebrews. The Hebrews, or Jewish people, and the Egyptians lived peacefully and got along well. 

One day a new Pharaoh came to power. He decided that there were too many Hebrew people and he thought that they would rise against him. He decided to make them into slaves and have them carry the large blocks of stone needed to build the pyramids. The pharaoh wanted to get rid of the Hebrew people, so he ordered his soldiers to capture all the male babies and throw them into the Nile River. 

It was at this time that Moses was born. His mother was very proud of her son. She wanted to hide him so that the soldiers would not capture him. After three months of hiding him she found it too difficult and dangerous to continue. She took a basket made from papyrus reeds and covered it with tar so that it would not get wet. She put Moses in the basket and placed it in the Nile making sure that Miriam, Moses’ sister, watched the basket until it reached the shore safely. 

Miriam followed the basket and after a while she saw that the pharaoh’s daughter was bathing in the Nile. The princess saw the basket and had her servants go and fetch it out of the water. Moses was crying so the princess took the baby in her arms and said, “This must surely be a Hebrew baby.” Miriam knew that the princess would take care of Moses. She went up to the princess and asked her if she needed a woman to take care of the baby. When the princess answered yes, Miriam went and brought her mother to the palace. In that way Moses was raised by his real mother in the palace without anyone knowing it. 
Pictures for the Birth of Moses

Use some of these pictures to tell your story by cutting them out and pasting them to your storyboard. 
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The Birth of Siddhartha Gautama (Buddha)
Once upon a time there lived a beautiful queen named Maya. Her greatest wish was to have a son. One day, during a festival, she went to rest and had a dream. She dreamt that four angels carried her high to a white mountain where she was clothed all in flowers. A white elephant carrying a white lotus flower in its trunk approached the queen and circled around her three times. When Queen Maya woke up she told her husband about the dream. The king called 64 of his most trusted advisors to ask them the meaning of this dream. They told him that the Queen would have a son who would become a brave and noble warrior. However, if the son left the palace he would become a Buddha. 

A few months later, the queen was on her way to visit her parents. On the road she came to a beautiful forest, full of exotic scented flowers and bright colourful birds. The queen wanted to rest and bathe in the lake. It was on this beautiful night, with a full moon, that her son, the future Buddha was born. 

Siddhartha Gautama, who would later become the Buddha, was born under a tree. When he was born the gods showered scented flower petals on the baby. The sky rained perfumed water for the bay to bathe in. The baby began to walk right away. He walked seven steps to the north and looked in all directions. Suddenly, the earth began to shake and all the trees became covered in flowers and blind people began to see. 

Shortly after his birth, Siddhartha’s mother died. He was raised by his aunt. His father wanted him to become a great king. One day, a wise man told the king that Siddhartha would become either a great king or a great Buddha, depending on the suffering that he saw in the world. For this reason, Siddhartha’s father never wanted him to leave the palace and see the suffering in the world. 
Pictures for the Birth of Buddha

(Gautama Siddhartha) 

Use some of these pictures to tell your story by cutting them out and pasting them to your storyboard. 













Stories Across Time
In your environment and in other countries the stories of the key figures that you have read have a special place in the lives of many people. Here’s how: 
Buddha’s birthday
In many countries in Asia people celebrate Buddha’s birthday. Although his birthday is in May many people celebrate it on April 8. In Japan for example it is called the festival of flowers or Hana Matsuri. On this day, Japanese people go to temple and pour sweet tea on statues of the Buddha. This reminds them of Buddha’s first bath. They also decorate the Buddhist temples with flowers to remind them of the flowers petals that fell from the sky when Buddha was born. It also reminds them of the trees that became covered in flowers when Buddha was born. 

Celebrations related to Moses’ life

While there are no specific celebrations to honour Moses’ birth, there are many others in Judaism that honour his life. Yom Kippur, or the Day of Atonement, is a ten-day celebration that reminds people of the day Moses brought down the second set of commandments from Mount Sinai. Yom Kippur begins with Rosh Hashanah, the beginning of the Jewish New Year. Passover is usually celebrated during the spring and commemorates the time that Moses led the Jewish people out of slavery from Egypt. A famous movie about Moses is The Ten Commandments and The Prince of Egypt.  

Jesus’ birth

At Christmas, many Christians all over the world celebrate the birth of Jesus. While the exact date of Jesus’ birth is not clear, it has traditionally been celebrated on December 25. Many people celebrate by decorating their homes with lights to remind them of the Christmas star, exchanging gifts (just like the magi gave to Jesus), singing Christmas carols like the choir of angels and being together with family just like Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 

Name: ____________________________  
 Date: _______________

Self-Evaluation of Learning and Process
In the boxes below, colour in the boxes with the appropriate colour for each question. 
Learning: 


Process:

Continuum of Learning and Evaluation Situations





Ethics and Religious Culture 





Learning and Evaluation Situation 





NOTE


This learning and evaluation situation is a working document, which is therefore subject to change. It may be adapted as needed depending on the student’s social environment, the planning of teaching and learning activities, the integration of the Ethics and Religious Culture program and the Québec Education Program, etc.





Story about the birth of _____________ 





Celebration related to the birth of__________





Things that are the same 





Picture





Picture





Picture





Picture





Title: ______________________________		Names: ____________________________












































Paste your sentence strip here.















































Paste your sentence strip here.


















































Paste your sentence strip here.


















































Paste your sentence strip here.








All clipart from Microsoft© Office 2007





King Herod





Pharaoh





soldier





All clipart from Microsoft© Office 2007





King





Queen





Wise man 





All clipart from Microsoft Office 2007





King





2.  I read about some celebrations and related them to a story about the birth of a key figure by using a Venn diagram. (Worksheet 3) 





1.  I read the stories about the births of key figures and I identified some key elements in one of them.  (Worksheet 2)





3.  I created a storyboard about a memorable birth by using or drawing pictures and writing some sentences. (Worksheet 4).   





1.  I wrote down what I knew about the stories of the births of key figures. (Worksheet 1)   





2.  I expressed my ideas and point of view about the stories of memorable births during my dialogue with peers.  





3.  I made sure that we were able to dialogue respectfully and I asked questions when I didn’t understand.    





I did it on my own.





I did it with some help.





I had trouble doing it.
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