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PRESENTATION OF THE SITUATION
Throughout this learning and evaluation situation students are encouraged to become aware that understanding a religious tradition requires knowledge of the significant events in its history. They will study some of the key events associated with the Protestant Reformation in Christianity so as to explain the meaning and role of these events and put them into context.

WHAT IS EXPECTED OF STUDENTS

A graphic organizer that describes one of the key events associated with the Protestant Reformation and an explanation of its meaning and role within the context of the development of Christianity, as well as its impact on life within society.  
EVALUATION 

The following can be taken into consideration when evaluating students’ work:

	In religious culture

	Criterion 1- Appropriate treatment of forms of religious expression 
· Description of the forms of religious expression 
· Explanation of the meaning and role of forms of religious expression
Criterion 2- Appropriate consideration of diversity 
· Presentation of the various ways of thinking and acting within one or more religious 
traditions

	In dialogue

	Criterion 3- Appropriate practice of dialogue
· Interaction that fosters dialogue 
· Questioning of points of view


Note:

These indicators can be found in the rubric on page 10. These are the most easily observable indicators in order to determine the success of the requested task. The teacher could target other criteria and indicators, depending on his/her adaptation of the LES.

CONNECTIONS WITH THE QUÉBEC EDUCATION PROGRAM

	Broad Areas of Learning
	Citizenship and Community Life 

	Cross-Curricular Competencies 
	Uses information

	Subject-Specific Competencies Evaluated 
	· Demonstrates an understanding of the phenomenon of religion 
· Engages in dialogue

	Targeted Program Content

	Theme and related content in religious culture: 

Religions down through time
· Periods of development and diffusion  
Subject-specific knowledge targeted in the Progression of Learning:

· Describes the development and diffusion of certain religious traditions

* The teacher may choose to target other subject-specific knowledge as outlined in the Progression of Learning for Secondary School.

	Content related to dialogue :

· Forms of dialogue: discussion, conversation
· Means for developing a point of view: description, explanation, synthesis
· Means for examining a point of view: recognize and examine judgments and reasoning that form the basis for developing a point of view



SUGGESTED LEARNING CONTEXT

Most of the world’s major religions have undergone some kind of ‘split’ or ‘schism’ in their histories, when certain groups break off and establish their own branch within the religious tradition. One of the most significant splits in Christianity took place during the 16th century in what is known as the Protestant Reformation. During this time, many long-held beliefs and practices were called into question and new branches of Christianity developed. The Reformation however, was not a single isolated event, but rather a series of key events and developments that took place at different times, in different places and within different contexts. In this learning and evaluation situation you will identify some of the key events of the Reformation and try to explain their impact not only on the religious tradition of Christianity, but also on the lives of the individuals affiliated with the religion. 
IMPORTANT NOTE TO TEACHER
It is IMPORTANT that students be made aware that the study of the Reformation and its subsequent impact on the development of Christianity is extremely complex and could be studied over the course of a year rather than in a four-hour LES. However, in order for students to have an appropriate and just understating of this phenomenon of religion, it is necessary to provide them with some basic facts; otherwise they will have a very simplistic and superficial understanding which is not in line with the teaching guidelines. It will be necessary to supplement the information provided in the Background Information and students must be given the opportunity to research a variety of resources in order to be able to distinguish what is important information and what is secondary.
Many sources were consulted in order to provide the background information offered in this LES; each source, while written by reliable and accredited academics in the field, had many variations on the same subject. For example, no one source could point to the veracity of Martin Luther’s nailing his ninety-five theses on the door as the beginning of the Reformation-all had various theories and in popular thought this has always been the key event of the Reformation. However, it is not and this is just one of many examples. Also it will be important to point out to students that depending on the religious background of the authors and editors of the resources, the information may be presented from a different perspective (not always, but it does occur in texts). Hence the need to consult not just one or two resources, but a variety of valid resources. Encyclopedias and religion dictionaries are a good starting point. The Internet has many valuable sites but students should be made aware that websites have not gone through the very thorough editing process that academic texts have. 
Studying a religious tradition is a very sensitive undertaking. While students should be given every opportunity to explore and read on their own, teacher guidance is essential. The information gathered by students should always be verified for accuracy whenever possible by teachers and peers. Therefore having a number of students researching the same subject could prove useful as a way of verifying the accuracy of the resources used. 
Finally, at no time during this LES should there be any comparison based on the validity of the various practices or belief systems in either Catholicism or any of the Protestant branches of Christianity. The aim of the QEP is to “promote an understanding of the main components of religions that is built on the exploration of the sociocultural contexts in which they take root and continue to develop” (QEP, Secondary, p. 461). Also, it is very important for students to understand that it is incorrect to state that “Protestants believe or practice…” due to the varied nature of the different branches (a partial list has been provided for teachers in Tool 1). Therefore this LES will apply a more historical approach to analyzing and examining the development of Christianity during the Protestant Reformation in 15th and 16th century Europe, as prescribed by the teaching guidelines of the program.  
OVERVIEW OF TASKS
Duration: About 4 hours and 30 minutes 

	PREPARATION–about 30 minutes

	Whole class
Discuss the learning context, the tasks to be completed and the rubric. 
Discuss knowledge and comprehension of the Protestant Reformation. Share reflections with the class. 
(Worksheet 1 – Knowledge) 


	PERFORMANCE –240 minutes

	TASK 1

Individually
Read about the Protestant Reformation and some of the key events asssociated with it in order to establish some background knowledge. 
(Student Tool 1-Background Notes)
(Worksheet 2 – Synthesis of Information Timeline)

TASK 2
In pairs
Research one of the key events of the Reformation and put it into context. 
(Worksheet 3 – Research Organizer)
TASK 3
In pairs
Compare the information researched on the Reformation with peers. 
(Worksheet 4 – Comparison Diagram)
(Worksheet 5 – Peer Evaluation for Dialogue)
TASK 4
In groups and Individually
Create a graphic organizer that describes one of the key events in the Protestant Reformation and (individually), write an explanation of its meaning and role within the context of Christianity, as well as its impact on life within society. 

(Worksheet 6 – Checklist for Graphic Organizer and Explanation )
Whole class

Present some of the graphic organizers to the class. 

	INTEGRATION – 15 minutes

	Individually
Review process and take stock of reflections.


SUGGESTED PROCEDURE

PREPARATION 
	Reflect on the Protestant Reformation and activate prior knowledge.













30 minutes

	Whole class
· Outline the learning and evaluation situation for the students, including the competencies targeted and evaluated, the topics covered, and the procedure and work methods involved.
· Explain to the students that they will be asked to produce a graphic organizer that describes and explains a key event in the Protestant Reformation.
· Inform the students of the elements they will have to take into consideration in order to perform this task:
· Appropriate description of the forms of religious expression 

· Accurate explanation of the role and meaning of forms of religious expression

· Appropriate analysis of the various ways of thinking and acting within one or more religious traditions

· Application of procedures that foster dialogue
· Present the learning context. 
Individually
· Ask students to reflect on what prior knowledge they have of the Protestant Reformation or any of the events associated with it. 
· Suggest that students complete Worksheet 1- Knowledge.
· Invite students to share their reflections with the class.


PERFORMANCE (3 hours)

	Read about the Protestant Reformation and some of the key events asssociated with it in order to establish some background knowledge.

TASK 1                                                                                                                   


 60 minutes

	Individually
· Distribute copies of Student Tool 1- Background Information for the Reformation. 
Note:
· This exercise could be done as a jigsaw. Students could be grouped in base groups (5-6 groups). Then one student from each 
group joins an expert group on one of the sections of the Background Notes (these could be divided into about 5 sections). 
The expert group reads the information section assigned to them. Then students take the information back to share with their 
base groups. (A good site for learning about the Jigsaw Technique is http://www.jigsaw.org/overview.htm.)
· Inform students that these notes are to be read as a way of becoming familiar with some of the key events of the Reformation. 
Notes:
· At this point remind students that these notes are a very broad and simplified overview of some of the key events that 
had an 
impact of the development of Protestantism. They should NOT be seen as containing ALL the necessary information 
that 
they will need in order to describe any one event in detail and explain its meaning and role in the context of the 
Reformation. They 
will be asked to conduct further and more comprehensive research later on in the LES. 
· Inform students that while they will be looking primarily at some key events, events cannot be separated from the figures that 
precipitated them. For example, a key event in the development within Christianity during the Reformation was the 
establishment of the Church of England, but this event cannot be studied without its key figure King Henry VIII who precipitated 
the change. 

· Ask students to read the Background Information and to make note of some of the significant events using the graphic organizer found in Worksheet 1-Synthesis of Information Timeline. 
Notes:
· This exercise will familiarize students with the tool that they will later be asked to create in Task 3.
· Guide students to read the notes with the intention of familiarizing themselves with the key events that they will need to keep in mind as they conduct further research.
· Invite them to think about one or two of the key events that they might be interested in learning more about. 


PERFORMANCE (continued)
	Research one of the key events of the Reformation and put it into context. 
TASK 2                                                                                                                                 60 minutes

	In pairs
· Inform students that they will be researching one of the key events of the Protestant Reformation.
· This key event could be one that led up to the Reformation, occurred during the more intense period of the Reformation, or occurred as direct result of the Reformation. 
Note:
· If students have a hard time coming up with a key event or if the teacher prefers, topics (key events) could be assigned by the teacher. 

· Provide enough academic resources so that students are able to consult a variety of texts (This could include the Internet, but by no means should it constitute the only resource for this task. Students should cite their sources). 
Note:

· Time permitting this may be a good opportunity to demonstrate to students how to distinguish valid sources from unreliable ones in line with the Cross-curricular competency: Uses Information-Evaluation criteria-Pertinence of sources consulted.
· Invite students to record their findings using Worksheet 3- Research Organizer. 
· Guide students to follow the guidelines provided on the worksheet to organize their research. Remind them that they are searching for information that will allow them to: 
· Describe the event making sure to include important details (who, what, where, when, why, and how). 
· Place the event within the context of the Reformation by explaining its relationship to other events. 
· Explain the meaning and role of the event:
· Explain how the event impacted the development of the Reformation- did it help it or hinder it? 

· Explain how the event contributed to changes in the current thinking of the established Church (Catholicism).
· Explain how the event contributed to the establishment of a new way of thinking in Christianity (Protestantism). 
· Explain how the event affected the lives of individuals within Catholicism or Protestantism. 

· Identify any changes that took place in society as a direct or indirect result of the event.  


	Compare the information researched on the Reformation with peers. 
TASK 3                                                                                                                                 60 minutes

	In pairs
· Invite student pairs who have researched the same key event to form small groups of about four. 
· Explain that the purpose of this task is to validate their research findings and compare the information gathered in order to have a comprehensive and consistent understanding of the key event researched.  
Note:
· It is important to guide students in this activity. Inform them that they are not comparing whether the beliefs or practices are valid, but rather whether the sources consulted are reliable as to the information given about the key event. 
· Inform students that sometimes the same event could have a different impact on different people depending on the perspective 
· Example: One resource might cite the Papal Schism of (1378-1417) as being important to ALL of Europe and the Reformation while another source might cite it as having only a small impact in France. Other sources might say that it had no impact at all. The students will have to discuss this using their critical thinking skills and procedures of dialogue. 
Note:
· The teacher may choose to evaluate the Cross-curricular competency Uses Information- Evaluation criteria:  Quality of critical analysis– and Coherence of organization of information.
· Direct students to make use of Worksheet 4-Comparison Diagram to record their observations during the discussion.
· Suggest to students that they may have to make adjustments to their findings to accommodate any new information they learn during their discussions with peers. 
· Remind students to be aware of the following obstacles to dialogue: hasty generalization, appeal to prejudice, judgments of reality. 
· Inform students that they will be observed during their discussions and evaluated on their strategies to avoid these obstacles and recognize judgments.
· Observe students engaged in dialogue by circulating and taking notes using Teacher Tool 2-Dialogue Checklist
· Invite students to complete Worksheet 5-Peer Evaluation for Dialogue. 

	Create a graphic organizer that describes one of the key events in the Protestant Reformation and write an explanation of its meaning and role within the context of Christianity, as well as its impact on believers. 

TASK 3










           60 minutes

	In pairs
· Inform students that they will create a graphic organizer in order to synthesize the information they have gathered on a key event of the Reformation. 
Note:
· If students have not had prior practice with graphic organizers it may be necessary to provide direct instruction on how to create or use one. Alternatively, a teacher could provide a ready-made graphic organizer and have students fill it in with the appropriate information. 

· Explain to students that their graphic organizer should not be a rewrite of ALL the information they have gathered in their research. It should be a synthesized version that retains only the most pertinent and important details. 
· Instruct students to include information under the following headings in their graphic organizer:
· Description of the key event (include key figure associated with it)
· Impact on the Reformation
· Impact on the Catholic Church 
· Impact on the development of Protestantism
· Impact on individuals within the religious tradition
· Impact on society
· A sample graphic organizer is included in Teacher Tool 3– Sample Organizer. 
Whole class
· If time permits, present graphic organizers. 
Individually
· Direct students to write a short text explaining the impact of the key event on the development of Protestantism. A checklist of what constitutes an accurate explanation is included in Worksheet 6- Checklist for Graphic Organizer and Explanation. A sample explanation is included in Teacher Tool 4-Sample Explanation. 


INTEGRATION 

	Review process and take stock of reflections. 
15 minutes

	Individually
· Encourage the students to reflect on their learning.
· Invite students to return to Worksheet 1-Knowledge and fill in the What I Have Learned column.  


Ethics and Religious Culture

Secondary Cycle Two
Rubric 

C2-C3 RELIGIOUS CULTURE AND DIALOGUE
Name: ________________________________________
Group: _____________

Title of the task: _______________________________ 
Date: ________________


	Criteria 
	The elements evaluated in this task are checked off below.
	Observable Elements
	Performance Requirement
	
	

	Appropriate treatment of forms of religious expression
	(
	The student describes forms of religious expression in an appropriate manner.
	An appropriate description includes:
· the main characteristics of the form of religious expression studied 

(who, what, when, how, where)

· the use of accurate vocabulary to describe these main characteristics

· references to reliable and valid sources
	5


	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	(
	The student makes appropriate connections between forms of religious expression and their respective traditions. 
	Appropriate connections involve:

· associating the forms of religious expression studied with their respective traditions
· associating the forms of religious expression studied with other forms of religious expression from the same tradition
	5


	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	(
	The student accurately explains the meaning and role of forms of religious expression.
	An accurate explanation includes:
· the origins of the forms of religious expression studied

· the meaning and role that these forms of religious expression have according to their religious tradition of origin


	5


	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	(
	The student explains connections between forms of religious expression and the environment. 
	Relevant connections involve:
· identifying forms of religious expression (signs, symbols, heritage elements, etc.) found in the environment 

· relating these forms of religious expression to aspects of culture and society 


	5


	4
	3
	2
	1

	Appropriate consideration of diversity

	(
	The student describes various religious or secular ways of thinking and acting in society.
	An appropriate description features:

· a variety of religious and secular ways of thinking (concepts, ideas) and acting evident in society 

e.g. Presents various ways of conceiving of religious experience in a single religious tradition.

e.g. Presents various religious references in secular art.

· the influence of culture on various forms of religious expression
	5


	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	(
	The student describes some effects of various ways of thinking and acting in society.
	An appropriate description features: 

· coherent links between a religious or secular vision of the world and human beings, and its impact on life in society (beliefs, norms, behaviours, etc.)

e.g. Presents the effects of various beliefs about death on secular and religious funeral rituals.
	5


	4
	3
	2
	1

	Appropriate practice of dialogue
	(
	The student interacts in a way that fosters dialogue.
	Appropriate interaction, orally or in writing, can be observed in one or more of the following actions: 

· correctly using means for developing a point of view (p. 509)
· correctly using forms of dialogue (p. 508)
· creating and complying with conditions that foster dialogue (p. 508)
	5


	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	(
	The student questions points of view in an appropriate manner. 
	Appropriate questioning, orally or in writing, can be observed in one or more of the following actions:
· selecting and using relevant resources (related to the subject of dialogue)

· distinguishing between essential and secondary elements

· identifying and examining processes likely to hinder dialogue (p. 512)
· identifying and examining judgments expressed in a point of view (p. 511 )
· anticipating and formulating clarifying questions 
	5


	4
	3
	2
	1


Knowledge  









Worksheet  1
Name: _________________________________ Date: _____________________ Group: _____________
· This worksheet will be used at the beginning of the LES and at the end. Use the column on the left to indicate what you NOW know about each item. Use the column on the right to indicate what you have LEARNED about each subject.
· Use point form.
	
	What I KNOW
	What I have LEARNED

	Catholicism
	
	

	Popes
	
	

	Protestantism
	
	

	Martin Luther
	
	


The Protestant Reformation –Background Information

Student Tool 1
The act of Martin Luther nailing his ninety-five theses on a church door in Wittenberg on October 31, 1517 is often cited as the beginning of the Protestant Reformation in Europe. However, while this was one of the key events in the development of Christianity, the Reformation itself had deeper historical roots. The development of any religious tradition is often due to many factors. Some of the factors that drove the Protestant Reformation were: the historical context within which Christianity was developing; the problems within the Church itself; and the key figures that were influential in bringing about change. While it is easy to point to a date and say that the Reformation began at a certain point in time, it is more useful to look at the Reformation in Christianity as a process that took place over a period of time. Neither was this process linear; many of the key events occurred at the same time if in different places. As well, each event did not take place in isolation but was interconnected and interdependent with other events. 

Below is a very brief and oversimplified synopsis of some of the key events in the Reformation of the Christian Church that took place in 15th and 16th century Europe. The information is offered as a starting point for further investigation and research. 

Historical Context

The events of the Reformation occurred during a time that was ripe for change. Changes in the Middle East and the fall of Constantinople in 1453, found many exiled scholars moving to the university centres in Western Europe. These scholars brought with them many of the ancient scholarly texts that had previously been inaccessible to scholars in Europe, in what came to be called the Renaissance.  Since the subjects of many of these texts dealt with more than just religious subjects, university curriculum that included the study of these texts came to be known as “humanae litterae” (literature that had a  human rather than religious focus). Scholars who studied these texts were commonly known as humanists and the ideology as Humanism. What these humanists brought to the scholarly world was an appreciation for a much closer and more personalized reading and interpretation of texts in general. This was different from previous scholarly work where interpretation was often left to the religious scholars, who wrote their interpretations within the texts itself, often in the margins. The impact of this shift from scholarly and authoritative interpretation to personal interpretation would be significant in the events leading up to the Reformation. 

These new texts were often translated from the Greek and Hebrew into the vulgate or Latin so that many more people had access to them. With the development of the printing press in the middle of the 15th century, many more people had access to the new humanist literature. However, the ancient manuscripts were not the only texts that were read; the Bible became much more accessible to many as well. Many of the earlier works of Christian theologians, such as Augustine and Aquinas, were also made available to a larger audience. It is perhaps no mere accident that the centre of the Reformation was in the same geographical area as the development of the printing press. The written word became an effective and quick way to get one’s ideas across to a much larger segment of the population. Many of these ideas had to do with the teachings of the Church and the reforms that had been discussed for many years. 

A Prelude to Reform


Throughout the Middle Ages popes (the Church) and state leaders were often engaged in a contest for domination. The Church and the State vied for power, as various popes sought to gain strongholds in many areas. The crusades that took place between the 11th and 14th centuries were not only about protecting the Christian faith but also about preserving the power of the Christian Church. This power was made official at a meeting of the Lateran Council in 1215. During this council a decision was taken to back the crusades, which meant financing them through tax collection. Naturally, people were being taxed not only by the Church but also by the State; disputes were bound to occur over who had authority where. In France, in 1303, these disputes culminated with the imprisonment of Pope Boniface VIII by King Philip IV, who then proceeded to elect a new Pope and move the papal see from Rome to Avignon from 1303 to 1377.  Finally, in 1378 the College of Cardinals in Rome elected another Pope, Urban VI and returned the see to Rome.  However, some of the cardinals did not support Urban VI and elected another Pope John XXIII. The disputes were finally resolved during the Council of Constance in 1414-1418. However the damage to the papacy was done. 

During this Papal Schism (1378-1417) the papacy saw a sharp decline in its powers and a lack of confidence in its authority. The papacy came under scrutiny and criticism from many sources. Their demand for States to submit to their authority and their constant appetite for funds as well as the methods used to gather these funds was a growing concern for many. The political climate in Europe at this time saw a growing trend towards nationalism and independence; many States resented being under the control of a pope who was so far away in Rome.  The eventual break with Rome has its antecedents in people’s resentment and resistance of the papacy. While the Church attempted some reforms at the Council of Constance and later at the Council of Basel (1431-1435) what came to be known as the “Conciliar Movement” was largely a failure and provided the soil for change that helped foster the Reformation. 

Key Figures in the Movement for Reform 


While there were some obvious events that were significant in the development of the Reformation, these events cannot be separated from the key figures that helped to disseminate the ideas and writings that gave rise to change. While Martin Luther and his ninety-five theses are certainly key in the development of Christianity and the founding of Protestantism, there were others before (and after) him who were also instrumental in setting the stage for reform. 

John Wycliffe ( c.1320-1384) 


Wycliffe was a priest, living in England who translated the Bible from Latin to English, thus making it more accessible to people. In his writings, Wycliffe attacked the papacy and saw it as corrupt, supported in part by the embarrassing Papal schism. He also ridiculed the Church’s reliance on wealth and the sale of indulgences to win access to heaven. He went further in decrying the Church’s reliance of the veneration of saints and thought pilgrimages were vain undertakings. For Wycliffe the Church, with all its corruption, could not be the source of truth. The only source of truth was the Bible and this text should be studied closely by all Christians, hence his translation of this text into the common vernacular. To help get his message across, Wycliffe wrote pamphlets, preached in English rather than Latin and engaged travelling lay preachers, known as Lollards ( a derogatory name given to them, meaning people who made no sense) to bring the message to ordinary people all over England. Wycliffe also claimed that the true Church was made up of those people chosen by God, which could include State leaders- he termed this ‘dominium’. He also wrote that there was no proof in the Bible for the Church doctrine of transubstantiation. Wycliffe was condemned as a heretic in 1382 and in 1415 his remains were dug up and burned. 

Jan Hus (1373-1415) 


In Bohemia, Wycliffe’s writings influenced Hus who was a preacher and the rector of the Charles University in Prague. Hus attacked Church practices such as the pilgrimages to Wilsack near Wittenberg, where a fire had destroyed a church building but spared three consecrated Hosts. He read and translated Wycliffe’s writings and spread them throughout the University. He also criticized the sale of indulgences and the doctrine of transubstantiation. Hus was excommunicated in 1412 and burned as a heretic at the Council of Constance in 1415. His death sparked outrage and grew into what have become known as the Hussite wars.  Angered citizens and nobility who were in favour of reform protested Hus’ death and in 1419 fighting broke out between various factions of pro reformers and the established Church. Reform came in with the formation of the Utraquist Church and the Union of Bohemian Brethren, the first true Church reforms in Europe. 

Girolamo Savonarola (1452-1498)


In Italy a young Dominican monk sought to encourage more stringent moral practices amongst the religious orders and the people of Florence where he lived. Savonarola saw much to criticize in the ostentatious lifestyle of the Renaissance popes and the clergy. He warned that if people didn’t change their ways God would heap punishment on the city.  He saw the study of the Bible as key to salvation. In 1494 when the Charles VIII invaded Italy, Pietro de’ Medici surrendered and Savonarola declared himself in charge. He banned all forms of public entertainment and convinced many people to give up the worldly life and join convents and monasteries. His prophecies and preaching came to a head when he was ordered to stop by the very worldly Pope Alexander VI (Rodrigo Borgia). Savonarola refused and instead called for a burning of all material things in a great Bonfire during a carnival in Florence. People were encouraged to throw in art, books, and other items that were considered inappropriate. He was excommunicated in 1497 and burned in a bonfire on May 23, 1498.

Desiderius Erasmus ( c.1466-1536)


Erasmus of Rotterdam was a Catholic scholar who tried to mediate between the extremes of the Church and the reformers. He tried to bring a humanist interpretation to many religious texts. In particular he translated the Bible into a more lucid Greek version and wanted it made accessible to all people. His writings criticized Church doctrine namely the sale of indulgences, the veneration of saints and Mary, and the corruption amongst the clergy. His most enduring comment is perhaps his equation of State authority to that of Church authority when he wrote “What is the State but a great monastery?” which was used by many leaders to assert their power over the Church. 

Prelude to Reform-The Written Word 

The Reformation was therefore not an isolated event born in a vacuum. There were many historical events and key figures prior to Martin Luther’s publication of his ninety-five theses that influenced both public opinion and Martin Luther himself. A scholar and a charismatic leader Luther was able to do what others had failed to do in the past: solidify a movement and make it successful by spreading the idea of reform to a large audience. He was able to do this because of the printing press. In 1439, Johann Guttenberg devised a press with movable type that could print mass copies of documents at once. This not only facilitated the distribution of texts to a greater number of people, it also standardized the texts themselves so that readers were getting a uniform message. 

Martin Luther (1483-1546)


Luther was born into a working-class family in Germany. He became an Augustinian monk and began studying at the University of Erfurt where he was greatly influenced by the humanist slogan “back to the source”.  As a result, Luther often studied the Bible with close scrutiny in its original Hebrew or Greek form.  After a while he was sent to study and teach theology at the University of Wittenberg in 1511. During his studies Luther was greatly influenced by Augustine’s views on salvation and grace, convinced that humans were too flawed to be able to be saved without divine mercy.  He was also moved by Paul’s letters to the Romans, where Paul writes that “the righteous shall live by faith.” For Luther this meant that nothing people did, not good works, penance, fasting, charity, or buying indulgences, could save mankind. Believing in Christ and having faith in Him, were all that were required to obtain divine mercy. 


In 1517, to get his message across Luther wrote his famous ninety-five theses attacking many things but in particular the sale of indulgences. At this time Pope Leo X was selling indulgences in order to finance the rebuilding of St. Peter’s Church in Rome. Johann Tetzel, a Dominican friar was charged with the task and travelled the countryside offering these indulgences.  An indulgence offered the buyer reduced time in purgatory, thereby allowing him/her to get to heaven more quickly. On October 31, 1517 he announced that he was going to give a lecture on the theses (probably affixing a notice on the church door in Wittenberg) and sent them in a letter to the Archbishop of Magdeburg; immediately church authorities reacted. The church commissioned a repudiation of the theses and saw Luther as a rebel. Others however, agreed with Luther as the theses were translated into German and the document spread quickly due in part to the novelty of the printing press. 


In the discussions that followed the dissemination of the theses, Luther went further and attacked other Church doctrine, such as transubstantiation and the Church hierarchy, stating that all people could read the Bible and interpret Scripture without the intervention of the clergy. He also argued that the pope was not infallible, which put into question Papal authority. The slogans of the time associated with Luther were sola scriptura (by scripture alone), sola fide (by faith alone), and sola gratia (by grace alone). 

By 1520 Luther was asked to recant much of what he had written. He refused and on December 20th of that same year he staged a demonstration whereby he burned books of canon law, papal decrees as well as the papal bull asking him to recant. On January 31, 1521 Luther was officially excommunicated. At the Imperial Diet of Worms later in May of 1521, Luther hoped to be able to present arguments for his writings. But instead he was again asked to recant and when he refused he was ordered imprisoned. By the intercession of Prince Frederick of Saxony he was rescued and taken to Wartburg castle. Here he began a translation of the Bible into German. He returned to Wittenberg in 1522 to continue his lecturing, organized the Reformed Church and wrote hymns. 


In response to Luther’s writings and teachings many people in Germany took sides and soon fighting broke out in many parts of the country in what has come to be known as the Peasants’ War.  Many peasants believed that Luther’s attack on the Church authorities meant an attack on ALL authority and began to resort to violence against the ruling landlords. To put a stop to the violence a compromise was reached at the Diet of Speyer in 1526, where it was decreed that those Princes who wanted to practice Lutheranism would be allowed to do so. However at a second Diet of Speyer in 1529 this was repudiated and a small minority of Lutherans protested against this and became known as the first Protestants. 


In 1530 Charles V attempted to resolve the conflicting factions within the Reformed Church by asking Philipp Melanchthon(1497-1560) to draw up a statement of Lutheran beliefs. The document known as the Augsburg Confession was the new creed of the Lutheran Church.  

Ulrich Zwingli (1484-1531)


Zwingli was a minister who led the reform movement in Zurich, Switzerland.  He was influenced by Luther’s writings and also believed that people could be saved through faith only but he differed with Luther on the meaning of the Eucharist. Zwingli believed that the celebration of the Eucharist was only metaphorical-Christ was not really present in body and blood. For Zwingli the celebration was meant to bring the community together.   In 1523 he published a series of articles in which he outlined some major Church reforms. These included a revocation of the imposed celibacy of the clergy; the removal of images from churches; the suppression of music during Mass; the disbanding of monasteries and the simplification of the Mass to resemble a community meeting.  Zwingli’s dispute with Luther over the Eucharist came to a head when in 1529 a meeting was arranged between the two in Marburg to try and bring about reconciliation-none was reached however. 

On his return to Zurich, Zwingli found himself isolated. There were disputes between Catholic and Lutheran factions. He offered to resign from his post as minister but this was refused so he ordered sanctions on the Catholic areas. Fighting broke out in what has come to be known as the Farmer’s War and Zwingli was killed and burned. This left a divide between the Swiss and Lutheran Protestants and led to the emergence of some radical factions of Protestantism such as the Anabaptists, who believed that only adults could be baptized. One of the leaders of these more radical forms of Protestantism was Menno Simons (1496-1561) a preacher living in Holland. He joined the Anabaptist movement in 1536 and soon had his own followers who came to be known as Mennonites. 

John Calvin (1509-1564)


Calvin was born in France but adopted Geneva, Switzerland as his home in 1536. He first studied to be a priest at the University of Paris, but his parents decided that he should be a lawyer and so he was sent to Orleans and Bourges to study. In 1531 Calvin went back to Paris and began a literary career as a classic scholar. Here he was influenced by the writings of Erasmus and the student movement of the time which aimed to reform the church and society based on humanism. During this time Calvin wrote that he experienced a religious awakening and began a serious study of theology and the Bible. In 1536 he completed his influential book The Institutes of Christian Theology, which became the most significant text of the Reformation. He drew on the writings of both Augustine and Luther, emphasizing humanity’s depravity; God has the only authority; predestination; and election. While living in exile in Geneva he attempted to turn the city into a model city of God. The city council adopted his Ecclesiastical Ordnances that attempted to institute control over both the Church and education and force society into adopting a very strict code of moral conduct. Pastors were required to meet weekly to study the Scriptures and any immoral behaviour (lying, drunkenness, dancing) was a motive for dismal. The parishioners were also kept in check: it was an offense to carry a rosary, go on pilgrimage, fast or attend mass, hold dances, or dress inappropriately.  To make sure of this they were visited weekly by pastors. Ethical business transactions were imposed and any merchant who cheated was brought before the council. 


Calvin’s influence on the Protestant Movement is substantial. He founded the University of Geneva which became a refuge for many persecuted reformers. His strong insistence on right business practices is still evident in the term “Protestant work ethic”. Most importantly, his idea of predestination has influenced many Protestant branches of Christianity. 

King Henry VIII and the English Reformation 


While in Germany and the surrounding countries, the Reformation was spear-headed by theologians, in England it was a king who initiated the break with Rome and the Catholic Church. Henry wanted an annulment to his marriage to Catherine of Aragon (his brother’s widow) on the grounds that she had failed to produce an heir to the throne and that it was contrary to Biblical Scriptures, quoting Leviticus 20:21; this would also leave him free to marry his new love interest Anne Boleyn. Failing to get the annulment, Henry married Anne secretly in 1533 Thomas Cranmer was made Archbishop of Canterbury and granted Henry his annulment.  Henry was excommunicated and in 1534 by an Act of Supremacy, parliament declared Henry head of the Church of England. In 1535 monasteries were dissolved and their wealth turned over to the Crown. In 1539 Henry had William Tyndale’s English version of the Bible published on a large scale, even though Tyndale had been burned at the stake for opposing Henry’s break with Rome. The Tyndale Bible as it became known was the first English version and helped to spread the Reformation idea. 


When Henry died in 1547 hi son Edward VI came to the throne. During Edward’s short reign many Protestant ideas were adopted into the English Church. In 1549 Thomas Cranmer’s Book of Common Prayer was prescribed for services, icons and stained glass windows were removed from churches, Catholic rituals were abolished from the services, as was celibacy for the clergy. 


Edward died in 1553 and when his sister Mary I took over the Crown she set about trying to reinstate Catholicism. Many Protestants were persecuted, including Thomas Cranmer who was burnt for heresy; others fled to Europe and took refuge in cities that were more tolerant, such as Geneva. 


In 1558 Elizabeth I became Queen and attempted to find a middle ground (via media), between Catholics and Protestants.  In 1559 with the Act of Supremacy she took back control of the Church, and the Act of Uniformity forced people to attend Anglican churches. In 1563 the Thirty-Nine Articles was adopted and defined the Anglican faith. Some Protestants objected to the middle way and wanted a stricter, more pure adherence to Protestant doctrine that was closer to the churches established in Europe. They came to be known as Puritans. 
In Scotland, John Knox was a former Catholic priest who was greatly influenced by Luther whom he had met in Wittenberg. In 1546 George Wishart, a travelling Protestant preacher, was burned at the stake for heresy. Knox and some fellow reformers decided to avenge his death by killing the cardinal that had condemned him. Knox was arrested and sent to a galley ship for eighteen months. When he was released he travelled to Geneva and came under the influence of Calvin. In 1557 he returned to Scotland and started preaching. In 1560 a Protestant manifesto the Scots Confession of Faith, was introduced in parliament.  It was very closely aligned with the teachings of Calvin and called for the break from the papacy, a sanction on all forms of Catholic worship and an abolition of the mass. Presbyterianism grew out of this movement 


The Reformation was not a fluid and linear movement. It happened gradually over a period of time and was not uniform in ideology or doctrine. From the impetus for change, there were many different branches, all holding different ideas and practices. The one common idea that linked them all however, was that they broke from the established Church and founded new Churches, all over the world. Missionaries and explorers brought many of these new ideas to the New World. Many Protestants escaped persecution by settling in North America and establishing new churches. 
Repercussions of the Reformation:  Counter or Catholic Reformation


While the Reformation had many followers, the old established Church still had many loyal worshippers. Many of them chose to stay with the Church and try to garner change from within as a response to the Reformation attempts from without. From 1545 to 1563, the Catholic Church convened the Council of Trent.  At this council the Catholic Church set out some basic tenets:

· The Pope was still the head of the Church. 

· Church authority was to be seen on equal footing with the Bible, as a source of truth for Christians. 

· The doctrine of transubstantiation was upheld. 

· Justification was by faith and good works.

· The celibacy of the clergy was reaffirmed.

· The existence of purgatory was reiterated.

· Latin was still to be the language of the Church 

· The Mass was still to be celebrated with its adherent rituals.

· The Bible should be read in Latin. Further, only the Roman Catholic Church had the right to interpret the Bible for its followers. 

· The Church recognized seven sacraments, in opposition to some of the Reformed Churches who recognized only two, baptism and communion. 

· Relics, the veneration of saints, and sacred images were allowed. 

· Indulgences were still allowed, but in a controlled manner. 

The Reformation had provided the impetus for the Catholic Church to codify and solidify its practices; a new moral rigorousness emerged. New orders emerged, such as the Jesuits, founded in 1540 by Ignatius of Loyola, which required strict adherence to Church authority. The Jesuits put great faith in the authority of the Pope and were instrumental in supporting Christian education and missions that carried Christianity to remote parts of the world. Other notable figures who were key in inspiring faith and adherence to the Catholic Church in the 16th century, were the mystics Teresa of Avila (1515-1582) and John of the Cross (1542-1591).  

So powerful and emphatic was the Catholic Church’s reaction to the Reformation that the affirmation of belief and ideology did not come under close scrutiny for the next 400 years, until Vatican II. 
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Synthesis of Information Timeline










Worksheet  2
Name: _________________________________ Date: _____________________ Group: _____________
· Use the timeline below to make notes as you read the Background Information -The Protestant Reformation. 
· In the rectangles above the line write in an event that you think is key to the Reformation and the development of Protestantism.
· In the rectangles below the line write a very brief (1-2 points) explanation of why the event was key. 
· On the line indicate the date of the event. Choose between three and five events.

· Draw a line connecting the event, the time and the explanation. 




Research Organizer











Worksheet  3
Names: ______________________________________________________ Date: _____________________ Group: _____________
· Use the table below to record your research findings on the key event you have chosen to learn more about (or that was assigned by your teacher). 
· Use the reverse side of this sheet to cite your sources. 

Key event (or key figure associated with the event):___________________________________________________________

	Description of the event

(Who, what, where, how, why, etc.) and how it fits within the context of the Reformation.  
	

	How did the event impact the development of the Reformation- did it help it or hinder it? 
	

	How did the event contribute to changes in the current thinking of the established Church (Catholicism)?
	

	How did the event contribute to the establishment of a new way of thinking in Christianity (Protestantism)? 
	

	How did the event affect the lives of individuals within Catholicism or Protestantism? 
	


Comparison Diagram











Worksheet  4
Names (of pairs): ______________________________________________________ Date: _____________________ Group: _____________
Names (of pairs): ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________________________

· In the columns below identify the information (between 3 and 4 items) that one pair found that is different from that of the other pair. 

· In the subject column you might include any of the topics associated with the event, such as description (including the key figures associated with the event), various impacts, etc. Do not include an item if you both agree on its validity. 
Key event researched___________________________________________________________

	Subject of discussion
	Discrepancy in findings
	Resolution

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Peer Evaluation of Dialogue






Worksheet  5
Name: __________________________________________ Date: ________________Group: _____________
· Use this sheet to evaluate your interaction with peers during your discussion on the research conducted for the key 
event chosen.
	Criteria 
	My team of peers

Names :___________________________
	Other team of peers

Names :___________________________

	
	Yes (explain how)
	No (explain why) 
	Yes (explain how)
	No explain (why) 

	We were able to engage in dialogue that helped us to validate each others’ findings on the key event studied. 

	
	
	
	

	We were able to find ways to express our points of view. 

	
	
	
	

	We listened to each other’s ideas. 

	
	
	
	

	We explained our points of view using clear arguments. 

	
	
	
	

	If we didn’t understand something, we asked for clarification.  

	
	
	
	

	We avoided making hasty generalizations and appeals to prejudice.

	
	
	
	

	We were aware of any judgments of reality that we made.

	
	
	
	


Checklist for Graphic Organizer and Explanation 


Worksheet  6
· The following checklists are intended to help you organize your work and ensure that all the necessary information is included. 
Graphic Organizer 
· Description of the key event (including the key figure associated with it).
·  A description that includes the important details (who, what, where, when, why, and how) 
· Impact on the Reformation
· How did the event affect the events of the Reformation? Did it help in any way or did it slow it down?
· Impact on the Catholic Church 
· Did the established Catholic Church make any changes because of the event?  In practices, belief systems, etc.? 
· Impact on the development of Protestantism
· Did the event inspire any new religious tradition with new practices and/or belief systems to take hold? 
· Impact on individuals within the religious tradition
· What effect did the event have on the lives of the people who considered themselves followers of the religious tradition, be it established Church or new tradition? 
· Impact on society
· How was society affected by the key event? (This includes those who did not consider themselves part of either the old or the new religious tradition). 
Explanation
According to the ERC program (p. 510), an explanation can be defined as a “Development intended to increase knowledge or understanding of the meaning of something.” Therefore your explanation should not be a description of the event (and/or the key figure associated with it) but rather an elucidation of its meaning for Christianity. Your explanation should include the following:  
· The importance of the key event within the time of Reformation.
· The role and meaning of the key event in the development of Protestantism.
· The role and meaning of the key event in the development of Catholicism.
· The impact of the key event on Christianity as a whole. 
· Mechanics of writing: 
· Ensure that your writing is clear, coherent and grammatically correct.
· Write with audience in mind (peers, teachers).
· Be between 150 and 300 words. 
List of Some Protestant Branches






Teacher Tool 1
· The table below is a partial list of some of the more prominent and well-known branches of Protestantism that emerged during or after the Protestant Reformation. It is offered as information only. 

	Branch
	History

	
	When
	Where
	Who

	Lutheranism
	1520s
	Germany
	Martin Luther

	Calvinism 
	1530s
	Geneva, Switzerland
	John Calvin 

	Presbyterianism
	16th century
	Scotland
	John Knox

	Anglicanism
	1534
	England 
	King Henry VIII (by an Act of Parliament; modified by Queen Elizabeth 1) 

	Mennonites
	1530s
	The Netherlands
	Menno Simons

	Baptists
	Early 17th century
	The Netherlands and England
	John Smyth, Thomas Hewley

	Methodism 
	1720s and 1730s
	England 
	John Wesley 

	Amish 
	Late 17th century
	Switzerland
	Jacob Amman 

	Quakers
	ca.1650
	Great Britain
	George Fox 

	Shakers
	ca. 1758
	Great Britain 
	Ann Lee

	Unitarians
	1774
	England
	

	Mormons
	1830
	New York
	Joseph Smith

	Plymouth Brethren
	1831
	Plymouth, England
	

	Seventh Day Adventists 
	1863
	Battle Creek, Michigan
	William Miller

	Jehovah’s Witnesses
	1872
	Pennsylvania
	Charles Taze Russell

	Pentecostals
	1900-1906
	Kansas and California 
	Charles Parham


Source: Wilkinson, Philip. Religions, New York: DK Publishing, 2008. 

Dialogue Checklist









Teacher Tool 2

Note to teacher: This checklist may be used several times and for different tasks. Each column may be used for specifically targeted observations of procedures that foster dialogue, (for example in this LES: discussion); means for developing a point of view (for example in this LES: description, synthesis, explanation); means for examining a point of view (for example in this LES: hasty generalization, appeal to prejudice, judgment of reality).  Teachers may also choose to target one group of students at a time and complete their observations over several tasks. 
	Student’s Name 

3= meets expectations
2= mostly meets expectations (more than half)

1= partially meets expectations (less than half)
0 = does not meet expectations
	Interacts in a way that fosters dialogue.
	Examines points of view in a appropriate manner

	1. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	16. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	17. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	18. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	19. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	20. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	21. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	22. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	23. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	24. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	25. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	26. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	27. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	28. 
	
	
	
	
	
	


Sample Graphic Organizer








Teacher Tool 3

Note: 
This graphic organizer has been oversimplified. There are many other points and facts that students could 
include; as well, many points could be included under different topics. Alternatively, teachers may want to 
ask students to include less information and choose one or two impacts. It is up to each teacher to set the 
guidelines as to the requirements for students. 
Sample Explanation








Teacher Tool 4



The fall of Constantinople was a key event in the Reformation in that it threw doubt on the powers and authority of the Popes and the established Church. It also inspired a new approach to reading and studying texts that came to be known as humanism. Both of these things led people to question many of the practices and teachings of the Catholic Church which led to a call for change and an eventual Reformation within Christianity known as Protestantism. 


With the fall of Constantinople many of the Church clergy, including the Pope feared that the Turks and Islam would continue to make their way into Western Europe and threaten not only Church authority but Christianity as well. There was a concerted effort to show the people that the Catholic Church still had authority and power: one way to do this was to commission works of art and to build great churches. The Sistine Chapel is an example of this, commissioned by Pope Sixtus IV and built between 1473 and 1481. This continued display of wealth and perceived corruption would be one of the arguments used by key figures in the reformation, such as Luther and Savonarola to attack the Catholic Church. The establishment of Protestantism meant an eventual break with papal authority. 

The fall of Constantinople also meant that many scholars found themselves exiled from the city. When these scholars moved to the West, they came to the major centres of learning in Europe bringing with them many ancient philosophical texts. These texts were a departure from the religious scholarly texts that people had been used to reading; they dealt with human subjects rather than just religious subjects. Humanists such as Erasmus of Rotterdam, urged people to study the texts on their own without the intervention and interpretation of the clergy as had been done previously. A new faith in the capacity of the individual to understand a text such as the Bible, without the Church authorities interpreting it for them, would become a major aspect of the Reformation and an eventual tenet of Protestantism. 
Thus the fall of Constantinople, was one of the key events in the development of Christianity. Eventually the Catholic Church would strengthen the Pope’s authority and Protestantism would break away from papal authority. The Catholic Church would emphasize the importance of Church authority in interpreting the scriptures and Protestantism would emphasize a personal interpretation of the Bible. Both these paths would split Christianity in a remarkable way. 

Note to teacher:  The above explanation is provided as an example of a successfully completed task. As can be noted there is no description of the fall as this was done in the graphic organizer. The answer above contains an explanation of the role that the fall of Constantinople played in the Reformation, as well as its meaning for the development of both Catholicism and Protestantism. Finally it summarizes how the fall had an impact on the overall development of Christianity. The teacher can validate the veracity of the information by ensuring that the student(s) have cited reliable sources. 

SUGGESTED RESOURCES
The following books can be found at the Grande Bibliothèque of the Bibliothèque et Archives Nationales du Québec  
www.banq.qc.ca
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Dowling, Elizabeth M. , Scarlett, W. George (eds.). Encyclopedia of Religious and Spiritual Development, Thousand Oaks, 
CA: Sage, 2006. 

Gumley, Frances and Redhead, Brian. Protestors for Paradise, London: BBC Books, 1993. 

Harries, Richard & Mayr-Harting, Henry. Christianity: Two Thousand Years, Oxford; Oxford University Press, 2001. 

Hastings, Adrian, Mason, Austair Pyer, Hugh.  The Oxford Companion to Christian Thought, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
2000. 
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Teacher’s comments:





Result:





Meets none of the requirements.








Meets few of the requirements.








Meets a minimum number of requirements.








Meets the requirements in a satisfactory manner.








Meets the requirements to an outstanding degree.


 





Commentaires de l’enseignant :





Description


Turkish Sultan Mehmed II, captures the city from Emperor Constantine IX and establishes Ottoman rule


fall marks the end of the Byzantine Empire


Islam established in city 


Churches converted to mosques, including St. Sophia (later Hagia Sophia) 











The Fall of Constantinople in 1453





Impact on Catholic Church


Since they have lost this Christian city Popes fear their authority will be questioned 


They make changes to try and gain more authority and control by displays of wealth 


In Spain many Muslims are expelled 





Impact on society


Many become resentful of increased Church taxes to pay for Popes’ undertakings


Church authority is questioned 








Impact on the Reformation


Many exiled scholars from the East make their way to Western Europe bringing with them ancient texts and a new appreciation for subjects dealing with the human condition as opposed to only religious texts


Gives rise to humanism which spurs a “back to the source” movement 








Impact on individuals


Many (those who can read) begin a closer reading of texts and the Bible


Individual interpretation of texts is valued 





Impact on development of Protestantism


The Pope’s worldly preoccupation with wealth and their perceived corruption is one of the stimuli for arguing for change-eventual break with Pope


Humanism influences a closer reading of the Bible





importance for Reformation





role and meaning for the development of Catholicism  





impact on Christianity  





role and meaning for the development of Protestantism  





Student’s reflections:
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