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PRESENTATION OF THE SITUATION
In this learning and evaluation situation students are encouraged to become aware that rites of initiation constitute a key element of religious traditions and are often interwoven with stories and rules. Students will draw on various forms of religious expression, such as objects, symbols, writings and events associated with the rite in order to help them identify the origins, characteristics and role of these rites. They will also reflect on some of the freedoms and responsibilities that come with these rites of initiation and the possible resulting implications for individuals.
WHAT IS EXPECTED OF STUDENTS
A media presentation explaining two different rites of initiation (one religious and one secular) and the possible resulting implications of these rites on the individual. 
The following can be taken into consideration when evaluating students’ work:

	Ethics

	Criterion 1- Ethical treatment of a situation

· Examination of references

	 In religious culture and dialogue 

	Criterion 1- Appropriate treatment of forms of religious expression

· Description of forms of religious expression 

· Accurate explanation of the meaning and role of forms of religious expression
Criterion 2- Appropriate consideration of diversity

· Description of different ways of thinking and acting in society
Criterion 3- Appropriate practice of dialogue

· Questioning of points of view


Note:

These indicators can be found in the rubrics on page 9 and 10. These are the most easily observable indicators in order to determine the success of the requested task. The teacher could target other criteria and indicators, depending on his/her adaptation of the LES.

CONNECTIONS WITH THE QUÉBEC EDUCATION PROGRAM

	Broad Areas of Learning
	Citizenship and Community Life 

	Cross-Curricular Competencies 
	Exercise Critical Judgment

	Subject-Specific Competencies Evaluated 
	· Reflects on ethical questions

· Demonstrates an understanding of the phenomenon of religion 
· Engages in dialogue

	Targeted Program Content

	Theme and related content in ethics:

Freedom
· Limits to freedom 
Theme and related content in religious culture: 

Key elements of religious traditions 
· Rites; Stories; Rules
Subject-specific knowledge targeted in the Progression of Learning:
Ethics
· Uses examples to show how responsibilities, rights and duties limit the exercise of freedom
Religious culture 
· Makes connections between the stories, rites and rules of a religious tradition
* The teacher may choose to target other subject-specific knowledge as outlined in the Progression of Learning in Secondary School.

	Content related to dialogue :

· Forms of dialogue: discussion, interview
· Means for developing a point of view: description, explanation, synthesis
· Means for examining a point of view: recognize and examine judgments that form the basis for developing a point of view


SUGGESTED LEARNING CONTEXT

Many religious traditions mark the important stages in a person’s life through various ceremonies, celebrations, and rituals. Often termed rites of passage, these occasions emphasize a transition from one state of being to another and recognize the importance of the sacred in the lives of the members of a religious tradition. Coming-of-age rites, or rites of initiation, mark the transition from childhood to acceptance within the adult community. These rites are often: associated with stories from writings or events within the religious tradition; specify rules related to certain behaviours; and have various objects and symbols attached to them. For this reason, rites of initiation constitute key elements of religious traditions. 
While these rites often bestow a certain amount of freedom on the initiates, they also come with responsibilities and obligations that have an impact on the individual. The rules associated with some rites of initiation often prescribe certain behaviours with respect to various social and religious duties. This raises an important ethical question with respect to how one views rites of initiation and freedom: As individuals make the transition from adolescence to adulthood, do they have more freedoms or more responsibilities?
An examination of the origins, characteristics and roles of rites of initiation as well as the stories and rules associated with them, will enable a more comprehensive understanding of the religious tradition studied and provide a reference point for the ethical reflection on ways of viewing freedom. 
OVERVIEW OF TASKS
Duration: About 4 hours and 15 minutes 

	PREPARATION–about 60 minutes

	As a class
Discuss the learning context, the expected production and the criteria for evaluation. 
Read about and discuss the characteristics of rites of initiation.  
(Student Tool 1- Background Notes on Rites of Initiation )
Consider examples of rites of initiation in today’s society and some of the freedoms and responsibilities that they bestow on  the initiates. Reflect on the resulting implications in the lives of these individuals.
(Worksheet 1- Reflection on Contemporary Rites of Initiation)

	PERFORMANCE –180 minutes

	TASK 1
In groups or pairs
Research and analyze rites of initiation from different religious traditions or currents of thought. Identify the origins, characterisctics and roles of these rites within the religious tradition or current of thought.  
(Worksheet 2 – Research Organizer 1)
(Worksheet 3 – Research Organizer 2)
TASK 2
In groups or pairs 
Interview a peer about his/her findings on rites of initiation.  Discuss the freedoms and responsibilities that come with each initiation and the possible effects on the individual. Together reflect on the question: As individuals make the transition from adolescence to adulthood, do they have more freedoms or more responsibilities?
 (Worksheet 4 – Peer Evaluation of Dialogue) 
TASK 3

In groups  or pairs
Create a media presentation explaining two different rites of initiation (one religious and one secular). Include some possible resulting implications of these rites on the individual’s exercise of freedom. 
(Student Tool 2- Media Presentation Checklist)
As a class

Present the media production (time permitting). 


	INTEGRATION – 15 minutes

	Individually
Review process and take stock of reflections.
(Worksheet 5- Self-Evaluation of Learning)



SUGGESTED PROCEDURE

PREPARATION 
	Read about and examine the characteristics of rites of initiation.  Consider examples of rites of initiation in today’s society and some of the freedoms and responsibilities that they bestow on  the initiates. Reflect on the resulting implications in the lives of these individuals.

60 minutes

	As a class
· Give students an overview of the learning and evaluation situation: the competencies that will be worked on and evaluated, the evaluation criteria, the themes that will be addressed, the procedure, and the work methods. 
· Explain to students that they will be asked to create a media presentation explaining two different rites of initiation (one religious and one secular). They will also be asked to include some possible resulting implications of these rites on the individual’s exercise of freedom. 
· Discuss the learning context.
· Help students consider some of the characteristics of rites of initiation by reading and discussing the Background Notes on Rites of Initiation.
· Ensure that students have a good grasp of the various characteristics of rites of initiation. 
In pairs

· Ask students to consider examples of rites of initiation that they are familiar with from their own environment or culture. 
· Invite them to reflect on some of the freedoms and responsibilities that these rites bestow on individuals. 
· Ex. The most common rite of initiation is being able to get a driver’s licence at 16. This comes with the freedom to drive but also the responsibility to be prudent and the legal obligation to observe traffic signals. 
· Ask students to complete Worksheet 1- Reflection on Contemporary Rites of Initiation. 


PERFORMANCE (3 hours)

	Research and analyze rites of initiation from different religious traditions or currents of thought. Identify the origins, characterisctics and roles of these rites within the religious tradition or current of thought. 
TASK 1                                                                                                                   


 75 minutes

	In groups (may be done individually or in pairs)
· Ensure that students have access to varied resources for research. (See Suggested resources section).
· Remind them to review the characteristics of rites of initiation as it will help them organize their research and to make use of Worksheet 2- Research Organizer 1 and Worksheet 3- Research Organizer 2 to record their findings. 
· Give students time to conduct their research and record their findings. Remind them that they are to research one religious rite and one secular rite.  
· Note to teacher: Teachers may wish to assign different religious traditions or currents of thought to groups, in order to have a variety of rites and to avoid duplication. 
In groups or pairs
· Invite students to discuss within their research groups or pairs the origins, characteristics, and roles of the rites they researched and to identify how the rites are associated with stories and rules within the religious tradition or current of thought. 
· Note to teacher: See Teacher Tool 2- Examples of Some Rites of Initiation.

· At the same time, ask students to consider the freedoms and responsibilities that are bestowed upon the initiate and the possible impact on the individual. 
· Invite the group or pairs to construct a concept map (graphic organizer) that shows the connection between the rites, stories and rules. A sample is included in Assessment Guidelines 1-Sample Concept Map. 


PERFORMANCE (continued)
	Interview a peer about his/her findings on rites of initiation. Discuss the freedoms and responsibilities that come with each initiation and the possible effects on the individual. Together reflect on the question: As individuals make the transition from adolescence to adulthood, do they have more freedoms or more responsibilities?
TASK 2                                                                                                                                 30 minutes

	In groups or pairs
· Invite students to find others who have researched  rites of initiation that are different from the ones they have researched. 
· Review means for developing and examining a point of view, and types of judgments, in order to help students organize their discussions. 
· Remind students to be aware of conditions favourable to dialogue and to use strategies to overcome obstacles to dialogue during their discussion. 
· Direct students to interview each other on the rites they have researched.
· Encourage students to consider and discuss how each of the rites answers the question: As individuals make the transition from adolescence to adulthood, do they have more freedoms or more responsibilities?
· Invite students to complete Worksheet 4- Peer Evaluation on Dialogue. 

	Create a media presentation explaining two different rites of initiation (one religious and one secular). Include some possible resulting implications of these rites on the individual’s exercise of freedom. 

TASK 3










           75 minutes

	Individually
· Inform students that they will create a media presentation using the research they have conducted, the discussions within their groups or pairs and the interviews and discussions with other groups or pairs. They should use their research notes, concept maps, and any notes they made during their discussions. 
· Inform them that they may choose any mode of communication. Ex. PPT, video (if equipment is available), skit, text, diagrams, posters, etc. 
· The presentation should include: 
· A description of two rites of initiation-one religious and one secular.
· An explanation of the origins, characteristics and role of the rite within the religious tradition or current of thought.
· An explanation of the connections between the rite, the related stories and the rules associated with it. 
· A point of view on the freedoms and responsibilities bestowed by the rite and their implications for the initiate. 
· Invite students to use Student Tool 2- Media Presentation Checklist to help them organize their presentations. 
· Note to teacher: If time is limited, you may have students draw up a plan for the presentation, making sure they include all the required elements, rather than create the actual presentation. Alternatively, the presentation may be created in another class, such as Art or English. 


INTEGRATION 

	Review process and take stock of reflections. 





15 minutes

	Individually
· Encourage the students to reflect on their learning.
· Invite students to think about their process as well as their interactions with their peers during discussions and research (Complete Worksheet 5- Self-Evaluation of Learning).


FURTHER ASSESSMENT 
	Verification of Knowledge Exercise(s) 
Assessment Tool(s)

	· The assessment tool(s) at the end of the LES have been provided in order that teachers may verify a student’s acquisition of knowledge:  

· The exercises are based on content from the Progression of Learning. 

· The exercise(s) may be used to verify the acquisition of knowledge once the student has completed the LES. 

· The exercise(s) may be evaluated according to the evaluation label at the top of the worksheet. 

· These activities are not in and of themselves enough to make a judgment on a student’s overall performance on the LES or on the student’s competency development. The activities are meant to verify knowledge acquisition and not competency development. 

· There should be a certain balance between tasks used to verify knowledge acquisition and tasks used to evaluate the student’s ability to apply that knowledge. 




Ethics and Religious Culture

Secondary Cycle One
Rubric 

C2-C3 RELIGIOUS CULTURE AND DIALOGUE
Name: ________________________________________

Group: _____________

Title of the task(or LES): ________________________________
Date: ________________
	Criteria 
	The elements evaluated in this task are checked off below.
	Observable Elements
	Performance Requirement
	
	

	Appropriate treatment of forms of religious expression
	(
	The student describes forms of religious expression in an appropriate manner.
	An appropriate description includes:
· the main characteristics of the form of religious expression studied 

(who, what, when, how, where)

· the use of accurate vocabulary to describe these main characteristics

· references to reliable and valid sources
	5


	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	(
	The student makes appropriate connections between forms of religious expression and their respective traditions. 
	Appropriate connections involve:

· associating the forms of religious expression studied with their respective traditions
· associating the forms of religious expression studied with other forms of religious expression from the same tradition 
	5


	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	(
	The student accurately explains the meaning and role of forms of religious expression.
	An accurate explanation includes:
· the origins of the forms of religious expression studied

· the meaning and role that these forms of religious expression have according to their religious tradition of origin
	5


	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	(
	The student makes relevant connections between forms of religious expression and elements of the environment. 
	Relevant connections involve:
· identifying forms of religious expression (signs, symbols, heritage elements, etc.) found in the environment 

· relating these forms of religious expression to aspects of culture and society 


	5


	4
	3
	2
	1

	Appropriate consideration of diversity 
	(
	The student describes various religious or secular ways of thinking and acting in society.
	An appropriate description features:

· a variety of religious and secular ways of thinking (concepts, ideas) and acting evident in society 

e.g. Presents different ways of highlighting the transition to adult life from within the same religious tradition

e.g. Presents various explanations for the creation of the world and human beings

· the influence of culture on various forms of religious expression
	5


	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	(
	The student describes some effects of various ways of thinking and acting in society.
	An appropriate description features: 

· coherent links between a religious or secular vision of the world and human beings, and its impact on life in society (beliefs, norms, behaviours, etc.)

e.g. Presents connections between the urban organization of society in the 1950s and the Catholic vision of the world in this period.
	5


	4
	3
	2
	1

	Appropriate practice of dialogue
	(
	The student interacts in a way that fosters dialogue.
	Appropriate interaction, orally or in writing, can be observed in one or more of the following actions: 

· correctly using means for developing a point of view (p. 509)

· correctly using forms of dialogue (p. 508)

· creating and complying with conditions that foster dialogue (p. 508)
	5


	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	(
	The student questions points of view in an appropriate manner.
	Appropriate questioning, orally or in writing, can be observed in one or more of the following actions:
· selecting and using relevant resources (related to the subject of dialogue)

· distinguishing between essential and secondary elements

· identifying and questioning processes likely to hinder dialogue (p. 512)
· identifying and questioning judgments expressed in a point of view (p. 511 )
· anticipating and formulating clarifying questions 
	5


	4
	3
	2
	1



Ethics and Religious Culture

Secondary Cycle One
Rubric 

C1-C3 ETHICS AND DIALOGUE 
Name: ________________________________________
Group: ______________
	    Criteria
	The elements evaluated in this task are checked off below.
	Observable Elements
	Performance Requirement
	
	

	Ethical treatment of a situation
	(
	The student provides an appropriate explanation of the issues associated with the situation.
	An appropriate explanation includes:

· a presentation of the essential elements of the situation 

(who, what, how, when, where, and the values and norms involved)

· identification of sources of tension or conflicts of values in the situation 

· connections between the elements of the situation
	5


	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	(
	The student raises relevant ethical questions. 
	A relevant ethical question enables the student to:
· reflect on attitudes, behaviour or concepts pertaining to the ethical problem to be solved or a subject relative to values and norms 

· identify values and norms that create tension
· evaluate, justify or recommend options related to the situation
	5


	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	(
	The student compares points of view in an appropriate manner.
	An appropriate comparison involves:

· a comparison of the essential elements in the points of view 

(values, norms, ideas, reasons)

· identification of the differences and similarities between these points of view 
	5


	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	(
	The student identifies references on which points of view are based.
	An appropriate presentation includes:

· identification of relevant references (associated with the ethical issue)

e.g. A rule, a law, a charter, a major figure, a proverb, a scientific study, a value
· an explanation of what the references mean 
· an explanation of the role of these references in the situation studied or in other contexts (What purpose do they serve? What do they mean? How can they guide reflection?)
	5


	4
	3
	2
	1


Title of the task: ______________________________
Date: ________________
 
Background Notes on Rites of Initiation




Student Tool 1
CHARACTERISTICS  OF RITES:

The Encyclopedia Britannica defines a rite of passage as: “a ceremonial event, existing in all historically known societies, that marks the passage from one social or religious status to another.” These ceremonies are celebrated at various times in a person’s life including, birth, maturity, reproduction and death. According to various anthropologists, rites of passage help individuals to ease the stress and anxiety associated with major changes in their lives. For example, funeral rites and the rituals associated with death, both secular and religious, may help the surviving family members to cope with their grief. 


Rites of initiation consist of those events associated with coming-of-age. Coming-of-age rites mark the passage from adolescence to adulthood. This age varies across societies and can be anywhere from 12 to 21 years of age. 
Many rites of initiation events have some distinct characteristics: 

· A period of instruction given by a community elder (person of authority). This includes instruction on how to 
behave appropriately as an adult, including how to dress, talk, and act. In some rites it will include moral 
instruction. Sometimes, there is a period of separation and isolation away from the community.   

· Tests, tasks or ordeals that the initiates (individuals who are coming of age) have to perform to prove their 
readiness for adulthood. 

· The use of objects, symbols, words or rituals associated with the rite. 

· Upon the successful completion of a FINAL test, task or ordeal, the return and acceptance into the cultural, 
social or religious adult group as a full member.

In the table below there are two examples of initiation rites: one from the Xicrin tribe of the Brazilian Amazon and one from secular society. 

	Characteristics of Rite
	Xicrin Tribe  
	Secular Society- High School Graduation

	Instruction by an elder 
	Instruction from the elders of the tribe for several years 
	Teachers and parents throughout high school 

	Tests or ordeals 


	Hunting, fishing, survival skills, understanding the forest, watching elders make traditional headdresses; preparing for the final ordeal by watching wasps that are believed to be powerful creatures because of their potentially dangerous sting 
	Tests, exit and entrance exams 

	Objects, symbols, words, rituals
	Headband,  body painting, feathers 
	Cap and gown; diploma; march into the auditorium; music (“Pomp and Circumstance March” by Elgar); speeches

	Final test and 

acceptance into the adult community 
	A ceremony where all the village watches as the boys find a wasp’s nests and shake it to release the insects; the boys then run back to their huts (as they are stung dozens of times) and are healed by a family member  
	A ceremony attended by friends and family where the initiate receives a diploma  


Sources: 

Rite of passage. (2008). In Encyclopædia Britannica. Retrieved from Encyclopædia Britannica Online:  <www.britannica.com/eb/article-66344>

Cunningham, Patrick (2004). A Particularly Painful Rite of Passage. Geographical 76 (4).

Background Notes on Rites of Initiation (continued)

Student Tool 1
 “...stories, rites and rules are often interwoven and constitute key elements of religious traditions” (QEP, p. 503). 

Stories Associated with rites: 


In many religious traditions, rites, whether they are rites of initiation, funeral rites, rites of passage, sacrificial rites, liturgical rites, marriage rites, or other types of rites, originate from stories. Sometimes those stories are based on an oral tradition, such as the initiation rite of the vision quest in Native Spirituality, which is often communicated from one generation to another through storytelling. Other rites are based on stories found in the writings of the religious tradition, such as the liturgical rite of the Eucharistic celebration in Christianity, which is based on the Bible story of the Last Supper. 
Rules associated with rites:
Rules often provide guidance with respect to behaviour in family situations, relationships, practices related to food and clothing, as well as social and religious duties. Many rites have rules that must be respected during the actual rite itself, such as the rules associated with the pilgrimage rite of the Hajj in Islam. Other rites instruct the initiate about the rules that he/she must follow upon being welcomed into the adult community, such as the rules with respect to assuming the personal responsibility of attending Sunday Mass once a person in confirmed in Catholicism. In this respect, the role of rules in rites of initiation serve to guide the initiate in how she/he should behave in the adult community. 
In his book, Rites and Symbols of Initiation (1994), Mircea Eliade, writes the following: 
To gain the right to be admitted among adults, the adolescent has to pass through a series of initiatory ordeals: it is by virtue of these rites, and of the revelations that they entail, that he will be recognized as a responsible member of the society. Initiation introduces the candidate into the human community and into the world of spiritual and cultural values. He not only learns the behavior patterns, the techniques, and the institutions of adults but also the sacred myths and traditions of the tribe, the names of the gods and the history of their works; above all, he learns the mystical relations between the tribe and the supernatural beings as those relations were established at the beginning of time. 

Every primitive society possesses a consistent body of mythical traditions, a “conception of the world”; and it is this conception that is gradually revealed to the novice in the course of his initiation. 
(Eliade, 1994, p. 18). 
In essence, Eliade is referring to the following characteristics of rites: 

· They are associated with stories: the sacred myths and traditions; the names of the gods and the history of their works.
· They help to establish rules that guide behaviour:  the world of spiritual and cultural values; the behaviour patterns, techniques, and the institutions of adults.  

· They include a connection with the sacred: mystical relations between the tribe and the supernatural beings. 
Examples of Some Rites of Initiation



Teacher Tool 1
Below you will find some examples of possible rites of initiation that students could research and analyze. This list is a suggestion only and not exhaustive. Please refer to reference list for Web sites and books. 
	Rites Associated With Religious Traditions   



	Catholicism 
	Confirmation 

	Protestantism 
	Confirmation 

	Judaism 
	Bar or Bat Mitzvah 

	Native Spirituality 
	Vision quest 

	Islam 
	At puberty, children are considered adults and expected to carry out the Muslim practices like everyone else.  

	Hinduism 
	upanayana- Sacred Thread Ceremony

	Buddhism 
	pabbajja- different for different branches of Buddhism

	Sikhism 
	Amrit 

	Rites Associated With Cultural Traditions 



	Japanese
	Coming of age day (seijin no hi) 

	Hispanic 
	Quinceañera

	African 
	Many tribes and cultures have ceremonies when youth reach adolescence 

	Rites Associated With Social Traditions in some Western Societies



	Getting a driver’s license 

	Getting a first job 

	Graduating from high school 

	Being of legal drinking age 

	Getting to vote for the first time 

	Joining the military 

	Being allowed to go to the movies or the mall with friends

	Getting a driver’s license 

	Others you may want to include 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Reflection on Contemporary Rites of Initiation 






Worksheet 1
Names_________________________________________
Date ________________ Group __________
· With a peer consider some of the rites of initiation in contemporary society. Complete the organizer below.  Refer to the Background Notes-Characteristics of Rites to help you.  
	Rite of initiation
	Instruction by an elder
	Tests or ordeals
	Objects, symbols, words, rituals


	Some freedoms and responsibilities that come with the rite

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Research Organizer 1- Characteristics of Rites of Initiation 




Worksheet 2
Names__________________________________________

Date_________________

Group _____________

· Use the organizer below to record your findings on the characteristics of rites of initiation. Research at least one religious and one secular rite. Refer to the Background Notes-Characteristics of Rites to help you in your research.  
	Rite of initiation
	Instruction by an elder
	Tests or ordeals
	Objects, symbols, words, rituals


	Some freedoms and responsibilities that come with the rite

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Research Organizer 2- Stories and Rules Associated with Rites 





Worksheet 3


Names: __________________________________ ___________________________     Date: ______________________ Group: _______________
For each of the rites of initiation that you research: 
· Identify the story associated with the rite. It could be from a sacred text, (such as the Bible or Torah), an oral tradition, (such as in Native Spirituality), a cultural account (such as high school graduation) or other texts within the religious tradition or current of thought. 
· Explain the rules associated with the rites. These rules could be ones that must be followed during the rite (such as those associated with the Hajj in Islam) or rules that must be followed once the initiate is part of the adult community (such as assuming responsibility for religious practices in Judaism after the Bar or Bat Mitzvah). 
	Rite of Initiation 
	Associated Stories 
	Associated Rules 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Peer Evaluation of Dialogue 





Worksheet 4
Name __________________________________________ Date ___________________ Group ___________

Use this sheet to evaluate your interaction with a peer after the discussion on rites of initiation and the ethical question: As individuals make the transition from adolescence to adulthood, do they have more freedoms or more responsibilities?
	Criteria
	Me
	My Peer


	
	Yes (explain how)
	No (explain why) 
	Yes (explain how)
	No (explain why) 

	We referred to the resources from our research about rites of initiation to develop our point of view.  

	
	
	
	

	We tried to distinguish between the essential and secondary elements in the information we gathered.

	
	
	
	

	If we didn’t understand something we asked for clarification  


	
	
	
	

	We created conditions that fostered dialogue. 

	
	
	
	

	In our discussion of the ethical question we had these points of view:


	
	


Media Presentation Checklist





Student Tool 2
· Use this checklist to plan your media presentation. 
· I described at least one religious and one secular rite of initiation and the religious tradition that it is related to. 
· I have included an explanation of the characteristics of a rite of initiation: 

· The instruction by an elder. 
· The tests or ordeals. 
· The objects, symbols, words or rituals used during the rite.  

· I have included an explanation of the related stories and associated rules of the rite, including:

· The origin of the rite.

· The meaning and role of the rite in the lives of individuals. 
· I have described some of the possible effects that the rite can have on the individual and the community (freedoms and/or responsibilities). 
· I have included a point of view on the ethical question: As individuals make the transition from adolescence to adulthood, do they have more freedoms or more responsibilities?
Other things I may want to consider: 

Self-Evaluation of Learning





Worksheet  5
Name: _________________________________ Date: _____________________ Group: _____________
Rites of Initiation
1. Comment on how and why rites, stories and rules are considered to be key elements of religious traditions. 
2. Explain a rite of initiation.  
Dialogue
3. What are some of the strategies that you used to ensure that conditions were favourable to dialogue? 

4. What were some of the means that you used to better understand the subject of dialogue (rites) during your interactions with your peers or during your research? 

Sample Concept Map: 






Assessment Guidelines  1
Connection between Rites, Stories and Rules




 
Example for Christian rite of confirmation

In different branches of Christianity, confirmation occurs at different times in a person’s life. For example, in most eastern Orthodox churches confirmation takes place at the same time as baptism. In others, such as Catholicism, it takes place closer to adolescence. The concept map below refers to Catholic confirmation; which is also considered a sacrament. 
	Catholic Rite of Confirmation

	Instruction by an elder
	Tests and ordeals
	Objects, symbols, words, rituals

	Bishop, priest, teacher, or parents 


	A period of instruction, during which time texts are studied and prayers are learned; there may be a written test or an oral exam where the person being confirmed is questioned 
	- Water; chrism (holy oil); candles
- imposition (laying on) of hands

- Holy Spirit 

- sometimes a new name is taken

-  godparents or sponsors 

-(words) “I sign thee with the sign of the cross and confirm thee with the chrism of salvation, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit."





































Key Elements of Religious Traditions 



Knowledge Verification Exercise 1
Name: _________________________________ Date: _____________________ Group: _____________
· In the table below are two descriptions of rites within different religious traditions. Read them and then: 

· Identify the rite, the related story or stories and the associated rule(s). 

· Establish the connections between the rite, the story and the rule(s). 
A.
	In Buddhism, the threefold “going for refuge” ceremony or Tri-sarana-gamana or refuge in the Three Jewels, is used when a person, laity or monk, enters the Middle way and begins the stages towards sanctification. It is one of the stages to taking monastic vows but lay people who wish to achieve enlightenment may also take it. Just after the Buddha achieved enlightenment, two merchants bringing rice cakes and honey, approached him and became his first followers by taking refuge in the Buddha (Himself) and in Dharma (Truth).These became the first two jewels; the third jewel is the Sangha, or community of monks. The first reference made to the ceremony is found in the Vinaya (the Pali Code of Discipline). The ceremony is also mentioned in the Majjhima Nikaya, a Buddhist text.  
When a person is ready to accept the Buddhist faith and way of life they follow certain steps. The person recites the acclamation that he/she is ready and recites a variation of the following phrase three times: 

I go to the Buddha for  refuge

I go to the Dharma for refuge

I go to the Sangha for refuge.
By doing this they proclaim that they are willing to follow the teachings of the Buddha, live in Truth and become a part of the community of all who accept the teachings of the Buddha. The person presents her/himself at a shrine and may offer flowers, fruit and incense. He/she removes his/her shoes and makes three prostrations by standing with their palms joined. They may also kneel. Different schools of Buddhism have variations of this ceremony. 
	Rite:

Religious tradition: 

Story or stories: 

Rule(s): 



	Connections between the rite, the story and the rules:  




Key Elements of Religious Traditions (continued) 


Knowledge Verification Exercise 1
Name: _________________________________ Date: _____________________ Group: _____________
B.
	Many Catholic families baptize babies within the first year of birth. Since babies cannot speak for themselves, their parents ask the Church to confer the sacrament of baptism on their child. In many other branches of Christianity, Baptism may be performed at a later stage in life when the person is able to speak for him/herself. Baptism welcomes a person into the Christian Church and is, according to the Church Code of Canon Law 849, “…the gate to the sacraments, necessary for salvation…by which men and women are freed from their sins, are reborn as children of God and, configured into Christ by an indelible character, are incorporated in the Church,… [and]…is validly conferred only by washing with true water together with the form of words.” The words spoken by the priest who administers baptism are “I baptize you in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.”  The use of water and the words are directly linked to the Bible; in the gospel of Mark (16:15-16) for example, Jesus instructed the apostles to baptize new believers. In the gospel of John (1:29-33), John speaks of Jesus’ own baptism in the River Jordan and that water should be used when baptising. Finally, in Matthew (28: 19-20) Jesus tells the apostles to baptize people using these words.
During the ceremony, sponsors or godparents are present together with the parents. They are given the responsibility of helping with and continuing the instruction of the child in the faith of the Church. A section of the ceremony called “the presentation of the candle:” involves lighting a candle and giving it to the family to keep for the child; this symbolizes that the child is to walk in the light of Christ. White is often the colour chosen for the child’s clothing, a symbol of purity and freedom from sin. 
	Rite:

Religious tradition: 

Story or stories: 

Rule(s): 



	Connections between the rite, the story and the rules:  




Sources for Assessment Tool 1 and Answer Key: 
Beer, Roberto. The Encyclopedia of Tibetan Symbols and Motifs. Chicago: Serindia, 2004. 

Bowker, John and Holm, Jean (eds.). Rites of Passage. London: Pinter, 1994. 

Schade, Johannes P., ed. Encyclopedia of World Religions. Amsterdam: Foreign Media Books, 2006. 

Key Elements of Religious Traditions 


Knowledge Verification Exercise 1(answewr key) 
*The following answers are provided as suggestions only and are not exhaustive. They contain the main elements that should be part of the student answers. 
A. 
Rite: Tri-sarana-gamana, or refuge in the Three Jewels
Story: Two merchants bringing rice cakes and honey approached the Buddha and became his first followers by taking refuge in the Buddha (Himself) and in Dharma (Truth).
Rules:  Recitations of refuges; rituals at the ceremony; acceptance of teachings. 

Connections: 


The threefold “going for refuge” ceremony or Tri-sarana-gamana, or refuge in the Three Jewels, is a rite that began, according to scripture, a short time after the Buddha achieved enlightenment. The story tells of the first followers of Buddha and how they approached the Buddha wanting to learn about his teachings. The rite is part of accepting Buddhism as a way of life and the rules that the person must follow are directly related to this acceptance. When the person recites the acclamation and phrases, he/she is acting like the first followers who were ready to accept the Buddha and his teachings. The ritual performed at the shrine and the offerings made are evidence of the reverence and devotion to the Buddha and his teachings. As the person recites the words, he/she is promising to live in a way that the Buddha taught: in truth and as part of a community of believers. 
 B.
Rite: Baptism 

Story: Jesus’ own baptism and his teaching on baptism in the Bible. References: Various texts in the Bible: Matthew, 28:19-29; John, 1:29-33; Mark, 16:15-16. 

Rules: There are certain words that must be spoken.  There are certain symbols and objects that must be used, for example water and candles. The parents and godparents promise to raise the child in the Christian faith. 
Connections: 

The story of Jesus’ baptism forms the origin and the basis for the rite of baptism. Jesus was baptized in the River Jordan by John. Jesus also instructed the apostles to baptize people using water and reciting words that are very similar to the words spoken by the priest during the ceremony of baptism. The rules followed during the ceremony emphasize, that the person being baptized becomes a follower of the Christ, much like the apostles and those first followers of Jesus. The responsibility conferred on the parents and the godparents to instruct the child in the faith, recalls how Jesus and the apostles also instructed people. When the priest speaks the words “I baptize you in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,” it reminds people that the priest is acting on behalf of Christ, who asked the disciples to use these very words. Finally, many of the objects that must be used, like the water, the candles and the white clothing, remind people that they are followers of Christ and that they will achieve salvation by following the teachings of Christ. 
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Some Associated Rules 


The person being confirmed:


 receives a special grace by virtue of the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit and is expected to act in a way that shows he/she is worthy.


agrees to reject evil and live in the light of Christ.


agrees to take on the responsibility of following the teachings of Christ and the Church, such as observing Holy Days. 





Some Related Stories


Seven weeks after the Resurrection of Jesus, the Apostles were visited by the Holy Spirit, (Acts 2:1-4). 


In the Bible, the Acts of the Apostles 8:14-17. In this passage, the Apostles Peter and John are sent to Samaria to lay their hands on the people and bless them with the Holy Spirit. 


 Many other passages in the Bible. A few are: Luke 4:18; 1John 2:20-27; 2Corinthians 1:20-21


Decrees from the sessions of the Council of Trent (1554-1563)





Proficiency of knowledge in religious culture:  


The student establishes connections between the stories, the rites and the rules 


of a religious tradition. 
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    More or less successful


   Needs improvement
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