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PRESENTATION OF THE SITUATION
In this learning and evaluation situation students are encouraged to explore how some of the religious traditions found in Québec represent time. They will also consider how these representations of time are often marked by celebrations.

WHAT IS EXPECTED OF STUDENTS 
A poster that includes a description of the calendar used by the religious tradition studied, as well as an explanation of how this tradition marks the beginning of the year and the celebration associated with it. 
EVALUATION 

The student production may be evaluated based on the following aspects:

	In religious culture

	Criterion 1 – Appropriate treatment of forms of religious expression
· Description of the forms of religious expression studied

· Association forms of religious expression with aspects of the social and cultural environment 

Criterion 2 – Appropriate consideration of diversity

· Description of various religious or secular ways of thinking and acting in society

	In dialogue

	Criterion 3 – Appropriate practice of dialogue
· Interaction that fosters dialogue


Note:

These indicators may be found in the rubric on page 9. These are the most easily observable indicators in order to determine the success of the requested tasks. The teacher could target other criteria and indicators, depending on his/her adaptation of the LES.

CONNECTIONS WITH THE QUÉBEC EDUCATION PROGRAM

	Broad Areas of Learning
	Citizenship and Community Life 

	Cross-Curricular Competencies 
	Uses information

	Subject-Specific Competencies Evaluated 
	· Demonstrates an understanding of the phenomenon of religion 

· Engages in dialogue

	Targeted Program Content

	Theme and related content in religious culture: 

Religions in society and the world 
· Ways of representing time 
Subject-specific knowledge targeted in the Progression of Learning:

· Describes various representations or concepts of time
* The teacher may choose to target other subject-specific knowledge as outlined in the Progression of Learning for Elementary School.

	Content related to dialogue:

· Forms of dialogue: discussion, interview
· Means for developing a point of view: description, comparison, synthesis
· Means for examining a point of view: recognize judgments that form the basis for developing a point of view and processes that may hinder dialogue 



SUGGESTED LEARNING CONTEXT

Many people all over the world celebrate the beginning of the New Year; it is one of the oldest holidays in the world. In Québec many people celebrate it on January 1. However, many religious traditions mark the beginning of the New Year at different times because they base the year on a different calendar. Some calendars are based on the movement of the sun, others on the phases of the moon and some on both. We are going to explore how some religious and cultural traditions mark the beginning of the New Year and how this is represented in their calendars. 

OVERVIEW OF TASKS
Duration: About 4 hours and 30 minutes 

	PREPARATION–60 minutes

	Whole class
Become familiar with the learning and evaluation situation, the tasks to be completed and the rubric found on page 9. 

Become familiar with the subject of dialogue by reading and discussing the suggested learning context as presented on page 4.  

In pairs
Discuss the various ways that people might mark or celebrate the beginning of the year. 
(Teacher Tool 1- “The New Year” poem)
 (Worksheet 1- How Do People Mark the Beginning of the Year?) 


	PERFORMANCE – 180 minutes

	TASK 1

In groups or pairs
Choose one religious tradition and research the ways this tradition represents time by finding information about calendars and ways of marking the beginning of the year.
(Worksheet 2 – Research Record)
TASK 2

In pairs

Interview a peer about his/her findings on calendars and ways of marking the beginning of the year. 
 (Worksheet 3- Interview Sheet)
(Worksheet 4– Peer Evaluation of Dialogue) 
TASK 3

In groups or pairs
Create a presentation poster for one religious tradition or current of thought, that synthesizes the information gathered about calendars and ways of marking the beginning of the year.
(Worksheet 5- Presentation Poster Checklist)

Whole class

Create a timeline for the year with the posters. (See Teacher Tool 5)

	INTEGRATION – 30 minutes

	Individually
Review process and take stock of reflections.
(Worksheet 6- Reflection on Process and Learning)


SUGGESTED PROCEDURE

PREPARATION 
	Discuss the various ways that people might mark or celebrate the beginning of the year. 
60 minutes

	Whole class
· Give students an overview of the learning and evaluation situation: the competencies that will be worked on and evaluated, the evaluation criteria, the themes that will be addressed, the procedure, and the work methods. 
· Explain to students that they will be asked to create a poster that describes the calendar used by the religious tradition studied, as well as an explanation of how this tradition marks the beginning of the year and the celebration associated with it.
· Evaluation Note to teacher: The form of religious expression studied in this LES is the way of marking time which is the calendar. While the New Year’s celebration is also a form of religious expression, in the context of this LES it can also be seen as an effect on life in society, that is the direct result of the calendar used by each tradition. 
· In order to evaluate student work, the teacher should ensure that students are able  to: 
· Describe the calendar (history, type etc.) that is used by each tradition and the New Year’s celebration(objects, rituals, etc.) that goes with it.

· Explain how the calendar and the celebration are related.
· Explain the effects of the calendar on life in society (i.e. how the calendar affects when people celebrate the New Year and how they celebarte it). 
· Discuss the learning context.
· Read the poem “The New Year” Teacher Tool 1 (or any other suitable poem). Discuss it with the class using the following suggested questions:

· How do you think the people referred to in this poem mark the beginning of the year?
· Can you identify any activities that are associated with the New Year’s celebration?  
· What does the author mean when she writes “I have a clean new calendar”? 
· How are the New Year’s celebrations described in this poem similar to or different from what you are familiar with? 
In pairs
· Invite students to reflect on the New Year’s celebrations that they are familiar with or that they have heard about. 
· Ask them to think about if there are any forms of religious expression (rituals, rites, celebrations, objects, symbols, etc.) associated with the celebrations. (For example, in Christianity many people attend a special New Year’s Mass on January 1st. In Judaism, many celebrate Rosh Hashanah with traditional foods that symbolize the presence of God in people’s lives: ex. pomegranates are eaten because they are said to have 613 seeds, which reminds people that there are 613 commandments in the Torah. Source: Celebrate Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur, by Deborah Heiligman- see Suggested Resources)
· Invite students to form teams of two and to complete Worksheet 1- How Do People Mark the Beginning of the Year? 
· (In order to orient the teacher, a brief description of some types of celebrations associated with the beginning of the year can be found in Teacher Tool 2). 
Whole class

· If time permits ask students to share their findings with the class. 



PERFORMANCE (3 hours 30 minutes)

	Choose one religious tradition and research the ways this tradition represents time by finding information on calendars and ways of marking the beginning of the year. 
TASK 1                                                                                                                    


60 minutes

	In groups or pairs
· Ensure that students have access to varied resources for research. (See Suggested Resources section). 
· Assign each group or pair a religious tradition or other current of thought; alternatively you may allow the students to choose (however, verify to make sure that a variety of religious traditions or currents of thought are covered). 
· Remind students that the aim of the research is to find out the following: 
· The type of calendar the religious tradition or current of thought uses and how it originated. (In order to orient the teacher, a brief description of some types of calendars used by various religious traditions can be found in Teacher Tool 3). 
· The point on the calendar that the religious tradition or current of thought marks the beginning of the year.
· Any celebrations associated with the beginning of the year.
· Any forms of religious expressions (rituals, rites, symbols, objects, sacred texts, etc.) found in the celebrations or associated with the beginning of the year.
· How the ways of marking time (calendars, beginning of the year celebrations) influence aspects of life in society. (Ex. In Christianity, the New Year falls on January 1st which becomes a holiday for many people. Because Western business culture (for the most part) runs on the Christian calendar, many businesses are closed). 
· Give students time to conduct their research and record their findings. Invite them to use Worksheet 2- Research Record. 

	Interview a peer about his/her findings on calendars and ways of marking the beginning of the year. 
TASK 2                                                                                                                  


60 minutes


	In pairs
· Review means for developing and examining a point of view, and types of judgments, in order to help students organize their discussions. 
· Ex. Means for developing: Comparison of ways of marking time; Means for examining: Judgment of reality with regard to the validity of information exchanged. 
· Invite students to find a peer who has researched a religious tradition that is different from the one he/she has researched. 
· Direct students to interview each other on one of the religious traditions or other currents of thought that they have researched. (Worksheet 3- Interview Sheet)
· Encourage students to discuss and identify the similarities and the differences of the calendars and ways of marking the beginning of the year for each of the religious traditions studied and to consider how the different ways of representing time (i.e. the calendar and the way they mark the beginning of the year) influence certain aspects of life in society. 
· A teacher may use this task to evaluate dialogue. Use Teacher Tool 6- Observation Checklist.
· Invite students to complete Worksheet 4- Peer Evaluation on Dialogue. 
· A teacher may choose to have students interview more than one peer. Students might also set up at different stations with their info. Half of the class would travel from one student to another gathering info then they would switch. In this way every student learns about all the different calendars and ways of marking time. 



PERFORMANCE (continued)
	Create a presentation poster for one religious tradition, that synthesizes the information gathered on calendars and ways of marking the beginning of the year.

TASK 3










60 minutes

	. 
In groups or pairs 
· Inform students that they will create a presentation poster that synthesizes the information they have gathered over the course of the LES.
· Tell students that the posters will be used to create a timeline of the year for the various traditions researched. (A suggested template for the poster can be found in Teacher Tool 4). 
· Instruct students to include the following in their poster: (see Worksheet 5- Presentation Poster Checklist).
a. The name of the religious tradition or current of thought researched
b. The name of the type of calendar used (i.e. solar, lunar, lunisolar, etc.) 
c. A description of the calendar that includes its origins
d. A description of how the tradition marks the beginning of the year
e. The name and a description of the celebrations associated with the beginning of the year
f. A description of any forms of religious expressions associated with the celebrations- rituals, rites, symbols, objects, sacred texts, etc.)
g. An explanation of how the different ways of representing time (i.e. the calendar and the way they mark the beginning of the year) influence certain aspects of life in society for the individual and the religious tradition or current of thought, he/she belongs to
· Students may choose to do two different posters: One with the information about the Calendar and another with 
information on the New Year’s celebration. (See Teacher Tool 5 for a suggested display). 
· Evaluation Note to teacher: This task may be used to evaluate all three of the suggested indicators according to the rubric on page 9. 
As a class
· Create the timeline display 
· Invite students to view and read the different posters 


INTEGRATION 

	Review process and take stock of reflections. 





30 minutes

	Individually
· Encourage the students to reflect on their learning.
· Invite students to think about their process, as well as their interactions with their peers during discussions and research (Complete Worksheet 6- Reflection on Process and Learning).



Ethics and Religious Culture




Secondary Cycle Two 

Rubric 






C1-C3 ETHICS AND DIALOGUE

Name: ________________________________________
Date: ________________

[image: image4.png]



Title of the task: _______________________________________________________

	Criteria 
	The elements evaluated in this task are checked off below.
	Observable Elements
	Performance Requirement
	
	

	Appropriate treatment of forms of religious expression
	(
	The student describes forms of religious expression in an appropriate manner.
	An appropriate description includes:
· the main characteristics of the form of religious expression studied 

(who, what, when, how, where)

· connections with other forms of religious expression that characterize the expression studied 

· references to reliable and valid sources
	5


	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	(
	The student makes appropriate connections between forms of religious expression and their respective traditions. 
	Appropriate connections involve:

· associating the forms of religious expression studied with their respective traditions
· associating the forms of religious expression studied with other forms of religious expression from the same tradition
	5


	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	(
	The student accurately explains the meaning of forms of religious expression.
	An accurate explanation includes :
· the origins of the forms of religious expression studied

· the meaning and role that these forms of religious expression have according to their religious tradition of origin
	5


	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	(
	The student makes relevant connections between forms of religious expression and elements of the environment. 
	Relevant connections involve:
· identifying the forms of religious expression (signs, symbols, heritage elements, etc.) present in the environment 

· relating these forms of religious expression to aspects of culture and society 
	5


	4
	3
	2
	1

	Appropriate consideration of diversity


	(
	The student describes various religious or secular ways of thinking and acting in society.
	An appropriate description features:

· a variety of religious and secular ways of thinking (concepts, ideas) and acting evident in society 


e.g. Presents various ways of observing dietary rules within a single religious tradition. 

e.g. Presents different values and norms that guide the dress codes of various members of society.

· the influence of culture on various forms of religious expression


	5


	4
	3
	2
	1

	Appropriate practice of dialogue
	(
	The student interacts in a way that fosters dialogue.
	Appropriate interaction, orally or in writing, can be observed in one or more of the following actions:

· correctly using means for developing a point of view (p. 350)
· correctly using forms of dialogue (p. 349)
· complying with conditions that foster dialogue (p. 349)  
	5


	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	(
	The student questions points of view in an appropriate manner. 
	Appropriate questioning, orally or in writing, can be observed in one or more of the following actions:
· selecting and using relevant resources (related to the subject of dialogue)

· distinguishing between essential and secondary elements

· identifying and examining processes likely to hinder dialogue (p. 353)
· identifying and examining judgments expressed in a point of view (p. 352)
· anticipating and formulating clarifying questions 
	5


	4
	3
	2
	1





Teacher Tool 1 

THE NEW YEAR

Jane W. Krows

A brand New Year arrived last night;
It came while I was waiting.
But I did not hear the horns or shouts 
Of people celebrating.
Because, you see, I fell asleep 
Before the hour, when 
The old year silently passed out 
And the New Year entered in.
But I have a clean new calendar 
Which hangs before my eyes 
And every day that's listed 
Will hold a new surprise
Source: Scholastic Instructor Books. Poetry Place Anthology, New York: Scholastic, Inc., 1983, p. 42. 
Background Notes on Ways of Marking the Beginning of the Year 


Teacher Tool 2
· The following notes are offered as a guide in order that the teacher may orient students in their research. It is by no means exhaustive or complete. For other resources see the Suggested Resources list. 

New Year’s Day is one of the oldest and most widely celebrated holidays in the world [...]. In many cultures, the New Year’s holiday is a time for people to reflect on their actions over the past year [...]. For many ancient people, the new year began at harvest time [...]. For other people, New Year’s Day was tied to the renewal of nature that accompanied the arrival of spring [...]. Among other cultures, New Year’s Day celebrates folk traditions or an important religious person or event. [...]

 As early as 3500 B.C., people planned their New Year’s celebrations around the most important events in their calendars. The earliest recorded New Year’s ritual occurred in Mesopotamia, where the Sumerians celebrated the renewal of their land’s fertility. The ancient Egyptians marked the annual flooding of the Nile River with grand processions. The Celts celebrated New Year’s Day at the start of winter with bonfires, feasts, dancing and revelry. Many modern New Year’s customs derive from ancient times. 






New Year’s Celebrations Around the World, World Books (2003), pp. 7-8.

Ways of Marking the Beginning of the Year 

	Religious Tradition or Current of Thought
	Name of Festival or Way of Marking the Beginning of the Year

	Christianity 
	Many Christians celebrate New Year’s day on January 1st according to the Gregorian calendar. 

January 1st- St. Basil’s Day for some eastern Orthodox traditions 

Advent is the beginning of the liturgical year in the Christian church 

· The Sunday closest to November 30th through December 24th  in the Western churches

· November 15th through December 24th for eastern Orthodox churches 



	Judaism 
	Rosh Hashanah (beginning of the year) and Yom Kippur (day of atonement) celebrated sometime between mid September and early October, depending on the Hebrew calendar. 

	Islam 
	Hijra – the first day of the month of Muharram. Commemorates the flight of Mohammed and his followers from Mecca to Medina. The 10th day of Muharram, Ashura, is a day of remembering the martyrdom of Husayn, Mohammed’s grandson. 

	Hindu
	Diwali- festival of lights celebrated in October or November, according to the Hindu calendar.  Some Hindus also celebrate the return of Rama from exile. 

Vaisakhi- some Hindus mark the New Year on April 13 during the month of Vaisakha

	Buddhism 
	Losar- Tibetan New Year, usually in February - celebrates the life of Buddha.

	Sikhism
	Vaisakhi – April 13- celebrates the birth of the Khalsa- the spiritual brotherhood of Sikhs. 

	Chinese 
	Yuan Tan; Tet; Sang-Sin; Je-sok- Chinese New Year –Spring festival

	Japanese 
	Oshogatsu –New Year’s festival; Ganjitsu- first day of the new year

	Western Traditions
	January 1st according to the Gregorian calendar


Note: This table is a brief summary derived from various sources. There may be discrepancies in the various ways that different traditions mark the beginning of the year depending on the sources. This table should be used only as a guide. 

How Do People Mark the Beginning of the Year?







Worksheet 1
Names _______________________________________________________​_______________________ 
Date ___________________
· Many (but not all) people in Québec mark the beginning of the New Year with a celebration. Together with a partner, use the table below to record what each of you have seen or heard about how people celebrate the New Year.
	
	At what time of year does the New Year begin? 
	Is there a celebration associated with the beginning of the year? Describe it.
	Are there any forms of religious expression associated with the beginning of the New Year? (For example: rituals, rites, objects, symbols, sacred texts.) 

	My observations 
	
	
	

	My partner’s observations

	
	
	


In the box below, note any similarities in the celebrations of the New Year that each of you has described: 
	


   Background Notes on Calendars





Teacher Tool 3
These notes are offered as a guide for teachers. They are intended to provide some basic information on calendars and are by no means exhaustive. Where possible, pertinent passages from books have been given; however, in an effort to be concise much of the information has been synthesized from various sources. Please see the Suggested Resources section for a detailed list of reference books available from the Bibliothèque Nationale du Québec, as well as websites with student-friendly information. 

Ways of Representing Time

Finding ways of representing time has preoccupied humanity since its beginnings. The need to find ways to organize the days and seasons was particularly important once cultures became agrarian. Many of the methods used to categorize and delineate time were invariably linked to religion and the various festivals used to mark particular events and special occasions. In The Story of Time, the authors have this to say about the measurement of time: 

The history of man’s attempt to structure time ranges from the prehistoric to the present day. It is a history that follows the erratic trial of a number of different needs, means and motives. The earliest motive was survival. By counting, one was able to understand the rhythms of nature. The most basic need to count accurately, though, seems to have been stipulated by religion. The patterns of nature were believed to reflect the will of the gods. By counting, one could begin to approach the divine. The means-the structure of the numbers themselves and how those numbers were applied to observed phenomena-forms the basis for the story of a bewildering array of myths, maps, tallies and timekeepers, calendars and clocks.  

The Story of Time, Kristen Lippincott (1998), p. 29
Origins of the Calendar

While calendars are just one means of representing time, they are and have been for a long time one of the most widely used methods. As far back as prehistoric times, people made use of the sun and the moon to keep track of the days and the seasons. According to anthropologists, one of the very first calendars may have been markings on animal bones that corresponded to the different phases of the moon or the position of the sun. As civilizations grew and developed, they created calendars and ways of representing time that best suited their needs. Some cultures had sun dials, such as Stonehenge, others developed intricate systems of organizing time according to months, days and years.  

Organizing time gives the sense of controlling time and thereby provides the feeling of being in control of an increasingly important part of everyday life and society. Since most calendars are based on astronomical cycles, i.e. the movements of the Sun and the Moon, they provide a link between mankind and the cosmos and can reach sacred status. 








The Story of Time, Kristen Lippincott (1998), p. 48

The first people to make use of a formal system of measuring time were the Babylonians and the Egyptians. They used calendars in order to keep track of religious festivals which were largely based on their agricultural seasons. Therefore it became important to calculate: the length of a day, a month and a year. The day was designated as starting at either sunrise or sunset, depending on the culture. The month was based on the revolutions of the moon and the year was based on the change of seasons. Problems developed however because the cycle of the seasons is based on the revolutions of the earth in relationship to both the sun and the moon. A gap of 11.25 days exists between the seasonal 365.25 day solar cycle and the seasonal 354 day lunar cycle. The attempt to account for this gap has led to different types of calendars.  
Background Notes on Calendars (continued) 




Teacher Tool 3
Types of Calendars
The following summaries are offered as a way of introducing a few of the more common calendars that students may come across in their research; they are by no means complete or exhaustive. Teachers may want to use these summaries in order to orient and guide students in their research. The author references refer to books in the Suggested Resources section and available from the Bibliothèque Nationale du Québec. 

Summary Table of Different Types of Calendars 

	Type of Calendar 
	Description and History

	Lunar 
	Based on the phases of the moon. Consists of 354 days. Most widely used lunar calendar today is the Islamic calendar.  

	Solar 
	Based on the seasonal revolution of the earth around the sun. Consists of 365.25 days and a leap year of 366 every four years. Earliest calendars (Egyptian and Babylonian) were solar calendars and became the basis for the modern-day Western calendar. 

	Lunisolar 
	Based on both the phases of the moon and the seasonal cycles of the sun. The Chinese calendar is an example of a lunisolar calendar. It is organized according to three roads. The Red Road defines the solar months and year by tracking the constellations in the sky. The Yellow Road defines the revolutions of the earth around the sun. The White Road traces the phases of the moon. (Belinir, 1998, p. 7). 

	Roman (solar)
	Supposedly created by the first Roman king, Romulus, and widely used in the Roman Empire until about 47 BCE, when Julius Caesar reformed it. The year consisted of 10 months: Martius, Aprilis, Maius, Junius (all named after Roman gods), Quintilis, Sextilis, September, October, November, December (5th, 6th, 7th, 8th 9th and 10th months).  (Duncan, 1998, p. 38).

	Julian 
	The Roman calendar as reformed by Julius Caesar, after he became familiar with the Egyptian calendar during his conquest of Alexandria in 47 BCE. It consisted of 12 months- the beginning of the year was moved to Ianuarius (January 1st instead of March 25th) and Februarius was included with a leap year every 4 years to make up for the 365.25 days. He also changed the month of Quintilis to Julius (July).  In 8 BCE Augustus changed the month of Sextilis to Augustus (August). (Duncan, 1998, p. 41).

	Gregorian 
	The calendar as reformed by Pope Gregory XIII in 1582. To correct the discrepancy of the true solar year being 365.2422 instead of 365.25, it instituted a new rule for the leap years- a centennial year could be a leap year only if it was divisible by 400. So, 1700, 1800, 1900 were not to be considered leap years.  Also, the spring solstice was moved from March 25 to March 21. Finally, January 1st was to be celebrated as the New Year rather than December 25th as had been happening in Great Britain. (Belinir, 1998, p. 26).

	Western Christian Liturgical 
	The calendar, as used by many Western Christian churches, to determine the holy days of the year, for example Advent, Easter, as well as for the Catholic churches Saints’ Feast days. 


Background Notes on Calendars (continued) 




Teacher Tool 3
Summary Table of Different Types of Calendars (continued) 
	Hebrew (lunisolar)
	The calendar used in Judaism. The day officially begins at sunset. The months have between 29 and 30 days. In order to reconcile the lunar and solar cycles, the years range from 353 days to 385 days. 

	Native Spirituality
	Time is viewed as cyclical rather than linear. The use of calendars did not develop; rather a system of keeping track was used according to the seasonal cycles and not by fixed numbers and days.  Special festivals were celebrated differently at different times of the year. The relationship of both the sun and the moon to the earth were taken into consideration when accounting for time.  For one interpretation of the creation of the seasons see: http://artsvivants.ca/en/mus/greatcomposers/vivaldi/cjtaylor_creator.html

	Islamic (lunar) 
	The Islamic Holy Book, the Qur’an (IX, 36-37) serves as the guide for the orientation of the Islamic calendar.  Muslims believe that the type of calendar to be used was revealed by Allah to Mohammed. The calendar has 12 lunar months which are between 29 and 30 days each. It is based on a thirty year cycle and an extra day is added to the years, 2, 5, 7, 10, 13, 16, 18, 21, 24, 26 and 29. These days are added to make up for the .03059 days the moon gains each month. (Belinir, 1998, p. 105). 

	Hindu (lunar and solar) 
	There is no one common Hindu calendar. Northern India measures the beginning of the lunar month from the full moon; in Southern India the beginning of the month is measured from the new moon.  The year is based on the earth’s movement around the sun and on the celestial positions. Therefore the Hindu calendar is closely aligned with the twelve signs of the zodiac. Months are named differently according to different dialects, but the astrological signs are the same. A new month begins with the new zodiac sign. The calendar also takes into account different eras or yugas. The current yuga, Kali Yuga, began in 3200 BCE, and will last 432, 000 years, after which time ceases and the cosmos is recreated again.  (Belinir, 1998, p. 125). 

	Buddhist 
	There are many different regional calendars. Each region in India, Tibet, China and Japan, has different holidays and calendars. Some holidays and festivals are common in each tradition, but each falls on different days of the year. For example, Chinese New Year is observed by some Buddhist traditions in China, while Losar, the Tibetan New Year is observed by Lama Buddhists. 

	Sikh (lunar) 
	The Sikh calendar is based on the movement of the moon from one zodiac sign to another. Festivals are marked on a special calendar called the Sikh Gurupurab calendar. This calendar commemorates the births, deaths and other important events in the lives of the ten Sikh human gurus. It also marks important events associated with the Sikh scriptures. The Sikh lunar calendar is called the Bikrami calendar, and has 12 months each being 29 ½ days.  

	Chinese 
	See lunisolar above. 


Research record 











Worksheet 2
Name __________________________________________ 


Date ___________________ 
· Use the following table to record your findings on calendars and how religious traditions or currents of thought mark the beginning of the year. 
	Name of the religious tradition or current of thought researched
	

	What type of calendar is used and what are its origins?  


	

	When does the tradition mark the beginning of the year?

	

	What celebrations or activities are associated with the beginning of the year? 


	

	What forms of religious expressions are associated with the beginning of the year? (rites, rituals, places of worship, objects, symbols, sacred texts, etc.) 
	

	How do the ways of marking time influence life in society for the individual or the group of this religious tradition or current of thought? 
	


· Gives an appropriate description of forms of religious expression

Interview Sheet







Worksheet 3

Name_____________________________
Date ________________ 

· Use this sheet to interview a partner about one of the religious traditions or currents of thought that he/she
researched.  
Person interviewed and religious tradition or current of thought they researched: ____________________​​____________ 

	What type of calendar does this tradition use?  


	Where does the calendar originate?  


	When does the tradition mark the beginning of the year? 


	Are there any celebrations associated with the beginning of the year? Describe them. 


	Are there any forms of religious expression associated with the beginning of the year? (Ex. Rituals , rites, places of worship, objects, symbols, sacred texts, etc.). Describe them. 


	How do the ways of marking time influence life in society for the individuals or groups of this tradition or current of thought? 



· Explanation of the various ways of thinking and acting in one or more religious traditions 

· Provides an appropriate explanation of various ways of thinking and acting in society 

Template for 8 x 11 Poster for Timeline: 





Teacher Tool 4
How Religious Traditions Mark Time
· Students may use this template to complete Task 3. 


Sample Display for the Timeline-How Religious Traditions Mark Time 




Teacher Tool 5

Peer Evaluation of Dialogue 





Worksheet 4
My name__________________________ 

My partner _________________________

Date___________________________

· Use this sheet to evaluate your interaction with a peer after the Interview on Calendars and Ways of Marking Time 
 (Do this together with your partner. Put a check in the appropriate box.) 

	
	Me 
	My partner 

	
	Yes 

How? 
	No 

Why? 
	Yes 

How? 
	No 

Why? 

	We decided the rules for sharing ideas and followed them.  
	 
	
	
	

	We took turns sharing our ideas and we listened to each other’s ideas.   
	
	
	
	

	During our discussion we gave reasons for our points of view. 
	
	
	
	

	We asked questions if we didn’t understand something. 
	
	
	
	

	When we had a disagreement about something we stopped and figured it out together.
	
	
	
	


Something I need to work on is: 

______________________________________________________________
Observation Checklist for Dialogue 

Teacher Tool 6
Note to teacher: This checklist may be used several times and for different tasks. Teachers may also choose to target one group of students at a time and complete their observations over several tasks.  
	Student’s Name 

· = exceeds expectations
· = meets expectations
(    = does not meet expectations
	· Applies procedures that foster dialogue
	Questions points of view in a relevant manner

	1. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	16. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	17. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	18. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	19. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	20. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	21. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	22. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	23. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	24. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	25. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	26. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	27. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	28. 
	
	
	
	
	
	


Presentation Poster
Checklist





Worksheet  5
· The checklist below is a guide for your presentation poster of calendars and ways of marking the beginning of the year. Your poster will be included in the class timeline display. You may use the checklist to ensure that you have included all the necessary elements. As well, it may also be useful if you are working in a group and wish to designate certain tasks to the various members of your group. 
· You may decide that you would like to separate the calendar information from the beginning of the year celebration and create two posters. 
We have included the following elements: 
· The name of the religious tradition or current of thought researched.
·  The name of the type of calendar used (i.e. solar, lunar, luni-solar, etc.) 
· A description of the calendar that includes its origins
· A description of how the tradition marks the beginning of the year
· The name and a description of the celebrations associated with the beginning of the year
· A description of any forms of religious expressions associated with the celebrations- rituals, rites, symbols, objects, sacred texts, etc.)
·  An explanation of how the different ways of representing time (i.e. the calendar and the way they mark the beginning of the year) influence certain aspects of life in society for the individual and the religious tradition or current of thought, he/she belongs to
The information included in the poster is: 

· Written in clear and easy to understand words 

· Verified for accuracy by at least one other member of the group
Reflection on Process and Learning



Worksheet  6
Name: ___________________________________________ 

Date: _____________________ 
Reflection on Ways of Marking Time and Calendars

1. One thing that I have learned about the way that different religious traditions or currents of thought mark time is: 

2. In my school the calendar used is based on the: 

3. One effect of this school calendar is that: 

4. In Québec, the calendar used by most people is:  

5. One effect of Québec’s calendar on life in society is: 

6. In Québec the beginning of the year is marked on: 

Reflection on process of dialogue
7. What are some of the strategies that you used to ensure that conditions were favourable to dialogue? 

Reflection on work methods
8. What worked well in your group when deciding on who would carry out each task? 
9. What did not work so well? 

SUGGESTED RESOURCES
Barron’s Educational Series- This Is My Faith   

· Dalton, Davis. This Is My Faith: Sikhism. London: ticktock Entertainment, 2006.
· Wallace, Holly. This Is My Faith: Buddhism. London: ticktock Entertainment, 2006.

· Wallace, Holly. This Is My Faith: Islam. London: ticktock Entertainment, 2006.

· Wallace, Holly. This Is My Faith: Hinduism. London: ticktock Entertainment, 2006.

· Wallace, Holly. This Is My Faith: Judaism.  London: ticktock Entertainment, 2006.

· Wallace, Holly. This Is My Faith: Christianity.  London: ticktock Entertainment, 2006.

Osborne, Mary Pope. One World Many Religions. New York: Alfred Knopf, 1996. 

Glossop, Jennifer. The Kids Book of World Religions. Toronto: Kids Can Press, 2003.

Buller, Laura. A Faith Like Mine. London: Dorling Kindersley, 2005. 

Wilkinson, Philip. Illustrated Dictionary of Religion. London: Dorling Kindersley, 2006.

Dorling Kindersley Eyewitness Series on Religions 

· Langley, Myrtle. Eyewitness Books:  Religion. London: Dorling Kindersley, 2005.

· Charing, Douglas. Eyewitness Books: Judaism. London: Dorling Kindersley, 2003.

· Wilkinson, Philip. Eyewitness Books: Christianity. London: Dorling Kindersley, 2003.

· Wilkinson, Philip. Eyewitness Books: Islam. London: Dorling Kindersley, 2005.

· Wilkinson, Philip. Eyewitness Books: Buddhism. London: Dorling Kindersley, 2003.

The following books can be found at the Grande Bibliothèque of the Bibliothèque et Archives Nationales du Québec  
www.banq.qc.ca
Aveni, Anthony. Empires of Time: Calendars, Clocks and Cultures, Boulder, Col.: University of Colorado Press, 
2002.  

Bellenir, Karen. Religious Holidays and Calendars: An Encyclopedic Handbook,   


Detroit, MI : Omnigraphics, 2004. 

Blackburn, Bonnie and Holfrod-Strevens, Leofranc. The Oxford Companion to the Year, New York: Oxford 
University 
Pess, 1999. 

Bourgoing, Jacqueline de. The Calendar: History, Lore and Legend, New York: Abrams, 2001.  

Duncan, David Ewing. Calendar: Humanity’s Epic Struggle to Determine a True and Accurate Year, New York: 
Bard/Avon Books, 1999.  

Gilchrist, Cherry. A Calendar of Festivals, Bristol, UK: Barefoot Books, 1998. 

Gleason, Carrie. Chinese New Year, New York: Crabtree, 2009.  

Gulevich, Tanya. Encyclopedia of Christmas and New Year’s Celebrations.  Detroit, MI: Omnigraphics, 2003. 

Gulevich, Tanya. Understanding Islam and Muslim Traditions, Detroit, MI: Omnigraphics, 2004. 

Heiligman, Deborah. Celebrate Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur, Washington: National Geographic, 2007. 

Jenkins, Martin. The Time Book: A Brief History from Lunar Calendars to Atomic Clocks, Somerville, Mass.: 
Candlewick 
Press, 2009.  

Judge, Michael.  The Dance of Time: The Origins of the Calendar, New York: Arcade, 2004. 

Lippincott, Kristen. The Story of Time, London: Merrell Holberton, 1999. 
MacDonald, Margaret Read (ed.). The Folklore of World Holidays, Detroit: Gale Research, 1992. 

Maestro, Betsy. The Story of Clocks and Calendars: Marking a Millennium, New York: Lothrop Lee & Shepard, 
1999. 

Parise, Frank. The Book of Calendars, New York: Facts on File, 1982. 

Richards, E.G. Mapping Time: The Calendar and its History, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998. 

Senker, Cath. My Sikh Year, London: Hodder Wayland, 2003. 

Senker, Cath. My Muslim Year, London: Hodder Wayland, 2003. 

World Book’s Childcraft. Celebrate! Chicago: World Book Inc., 2004.
.
World Book’s Publishers. New Year’s Celebrations, Chicago: World Book Inc., 2003. 
Suggested references for teachers:

<http://www.education-world.com/a_lesson/newsforyou/newsforyou018.shtml> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
Bowker, John. World Religions. London: Dorling Kindersley, 2006.

(includes a timeline of religions on page 210). 

Schadé, Johannes P. (ed). Encyclopedia of World Religions. Amsterdam: Concord Publishing, 2006. 

(includes a chronology of Christianity on pages 930-943 and world religions on pages 944-953).  

Suggested web sites for student research:

Calendar info 
<http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0002061.html> (last accessed June 14, 2011) 
(History of the calendar) 

<http://www.factmonster.com/ce6/society/A0857113.html> (last accessed June 14, 2011) 

(How the modern calendar developed)

<http://www.interfaithcalendar.org/> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
<http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/ca/Calendar> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
(Explanation of calendars) 

Gregorian Calendar 

<http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/gr/Gregorian_calendar> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
<http://www.factmonster.com/spot/gregorian1.html> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
Julian Calendar

<http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/ju/Julian_Calendar> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
Explanations of how calendars work 

<http://www.kids.net.au/encyclopedia-wiki/so/Solar_calendar> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
<http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/lu/Lunisolar_calendar> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
<http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/lu/Lunar_calendar> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
Liturgical Calendar (used by some Christian Churches) 

 <http://www.crivoice.org/chyear.html> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
<http://www.cyberfaith.com/> (click on liturgical year) (last accessed June 14, 2011)
Islamic Calendar 

<http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0777381.html> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
<http://www.religionfacts.com/islam/holidays/calendar.htm> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
Jewish Calendar 

<http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0777385.html> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
<http://www.judaism.com/calendar/history.asp> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
Native Spirituality Calendar 

<http://www.racerocks.com/racerock/jason/firstnations/cal_bkgrnd.html> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
<http://artsvivants.ca/en/mus/greatcomposers/vivaldi/cjtaylor_creator.html> (last accessed June 14, 2011) 

(story of Creator and the Seasons) 

<http://artsvivants.ca/en/mus/orchestraontour/2004/vivaldi2004_en.pdf> (last accessed June 14, 2011) 

(pages 27-29 deal with Native Calendars) 

Hindu Calendar 

<http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0877711.html> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
Buddhist Calendar 

<http://www.buddhanet.net/thai_cal.htm> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
<http://buddhism.kalachakranet.org/calendar.html> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
<http://www.aglobalworld.com/buddhist-calendar/buddhist-observances.php> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
Chinese Calendar 

<http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0002076.html> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
<http://www.chinese.new-year.co.uk/calendar.htm> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
Suggested websites explaining ways of celebrating New Year:

General 

<http://edtech.kennesaw.edu/Jerrie/WebQuest/Kathie/NewYear.html> (last accessed June 14, 2011) 

(lesson plan place) 

<http://www.fathertimes.net/traditions.htm> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
<http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/society/A0835506.html> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
Jewish New Year - Rosh Hashanah 

http://www.history.com/minisites/roshhashanah/ (last accessed June 14, 2011) 

<http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/re/powerpoint/Rosh_Hashanah.ppt> (Power Point presentation) 

(last accessed June 14, 2011) 

<http://www.infoplease.com/spot/roshhashanah1.html> (last accessed June 14, 2011) 

<http://www.jewish.new-year.co.uk/history.htm> (last accessed June 14, 2011) 

<http://www.jewfaq.org/holiday2.htm> (last accessed June 14, 2011) 

Islamic New Year (Muharram) 

<http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/holidays/islamicnewyear.htm> (last accessed June 14, 2011) 

Chinese New Year 

<http://www.history.com/topics/chinese-new-year> (last accessed June 14, 2011) 

<http://www.educ.uvic.ca/faculty/mroth/438/CHINA/chinese_new_year.html> (last accessed June 14, 2011) 

Vietnamese New Year (Tet)

<http://www.familyculture.com/holidays/tet.htm> (last accessed June 14, 2011) 

Hindu New Year (Diwali) 

<http://www.fathertimes.net/hindunewyear.htm> (last accessed June 14, 2011) 

<http://www.fathertimes.net/diwaliannewyear.htm> (last accessed June 14, 2011) 

Buddhist New Year 

<http://www.newyearfestival.com/buddhist-new-year.html> (last accessed June 14, 2011) 
<http://www.buddhist-tourism.com/buddhist-festivals/buddhist-new-year.html> (last accessed June 14, 2011) 

Sikh New Year 

<http://infopedia.nlb.gov.sg/details/SIP_755_2004-12-30.html> (last accessed June 14, 2011) 
<http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/holydays/vaisakhi.shtml> (last accessed June 14, 2011) 
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Strong points 					     STUDENT’S REFLECTIONS 		Points in need of improvement








Result:





Commentaires de l’enseignant :





Meets none of the requirements.








Meets few of the requirements.








Meets a minimum number of requirements.








Meets the requirements in a satisfactory manner.








Meets the requirements to an outstanding degree.


 











Student posters with info on New Year‘s celebration








Student-created posters with info on calendars for each religious tradition 








To help students situate the religious traditions in time, teachers may want to use this format to display the calendars in order of when they came into use. 
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