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PRESENTATION OF THE SITUATION
In this learning and evaluation situation, students will become familiar with a narrative tradition common to several religions. They will be encouraged to make connections between the stories as a form of religious expression and the cultural references found in their environment. 
WHAT IS EXPECTED OF STUDENTS

A representation (drawing, cut out, 3D object, etc. ) of an element from one of the narratives studied that is associated with a cultural reference. 
EVALUATION 

The following can be taken into consideration when evaluating students’ work:

	In religious culture  

	Criteria 1- Appropriate treatment of forms of religious expression 
· Description of forms of religious expression 

· Association of forms of religious expression with aspects of the social and cultural environment 
Criteria 2- Appropriate consideration of diversity 

· Presentation of different ways of thinking and acting in one or more religious traditions 

	In dialogue

	Criteria 3- Appropriate practice of dialogue

· Establishment of connections between what is known and the subject of dialogue



Note:

These indicators may be found in the rubric on page 9. These are the most easily observable indicators in order to determine the success of the requested task. The teacher could target other criteria and indicators, depending on his/her adaptation of the LES.

CONNECTIONS WITH THE QUÉBEC EDUCATION PROGRAM

	Broad Areas of Learning
	Citizenship and Community Life 

	Cross-Curricular Competencies 
	To communicate appropriately

	Subject-Specific Competencies Evaluated 
	· Demonstrates an understanding of the phenomenon of religion

· Engages in dialogue

	Targeted Program Content

	Theme and related content in religious culture: 

Stories that have touched people:

· Stories that have had a major influence

· Stories about key figures

Subject-specific knowledge targeted in the Progression of Learning:

· Names forms of religious expression that are associated with various stories
· Names the important aspects of a story associated with a celebration or an key figure

	Content related to dialogue :

· Forms of dialogue: discussion
· Means for developing a point of view: description, comparison



SUGGESTED LEARNING CONTEXT

Many religious traditions have stories about important events and new beginnings. One of these stories is about when a new time began on earth; it is the story of Noah and the flood. The story is common to Judaism, Christianity and Islam. What do you know about Noah’s Ark or things in our environment related to Noah’s Ark? 

OVERVIEW OF TASKS
Duration: About 4 hours 

	PREPARATION–60 minutes

	Whole class
Become familiar with the learning and evaluation situation, the tasks to be completed and the rubric found on page 9. 

Become familiar with the subject of dialogue by reading and discussing the suggested learning context as presented on page 4.  

	PERFORMANCE – 150 minutes

	TASK 1

Whole class

Read a version of the story of Noah’s Ark. Identify the elements in the story that can be associated with a cultural reference found in the students’ environment.                    
(Worksheet 1 – Story Map of Noah’s Ark)
(Worksheet 2 – Peer Evaluation of Dialogue) 
TASK 2

Whole class

Explore a different flood narrative from another tradition.  
In pairs

Compare the story elements found in the flood narrative with those found in Noah’s Ark. 
 (Worksheet 3 – Venn Diagram)
TASK 3

Individually
Create a representation (drawing, cut out, 3D object, etc. ) of an element from one of the narratives studied that is associated with a cultural reference. 
 

	INTEGRATION – 30 minutes

	Whole class

Create a mural with the class.



SUGGESTED PROCEDURE

PREPARATION 

	Activate students’ prior knowledge of Noah’s Ark. Discuss some elements in the students’ cultural environment that may be associated with the story. 

60 minutes

	Whole class
· Give students an overview of the learning and evaluation situation: the competencies that will be developed and evaluated, the evaluation criteria, the themes that will be addressed, the procedure, and the work methods. 
· Explain to students that they will retell a story that they have studied in class. 
· Inform students that narratives from different religious traditions are forms of religious expression that use familiar elements in the cultural environment to tell a story.

· Present the learning context. 
· Record (on chart paper) students’ answers to the question: What do you know about Noah’s Ark or things in our environment related to Noah’s Ark?  
· Offer cultural examples of cultural references from the story such as: 
· wall paper with Noah’s Ark motif

· children’s accessories with motif

greeting cards

· movies (Evan Almighty) 

· songs or poems children might know

· Read (or sing) the poem “Who Built the Ark? (Teacher Tool 1) in order to prepare students for the reading or telling of Noah’s Ark in the next task. 
· (There are many song versions available- Barbara Reid’s book has the musical score at the back)




PERFORMANCE (2 hours 30 minutes)

	Read a version of the story of Noah’s Ark. Identify the elements in the story that can be associated with a cultural reference found in the students’ environment.                    

TASK 1                                                                                                                   


60 minutes

	Whole class
· Read a version of the story of Noah’s Ark (Teacher Tool 2 or see list of resources in the appendix). 
· Note to teacher: Pictures to accompany Noah’s Ark have been included in Teacher Tools 3-1 to 3-3, as suggestions only.
· During the story, direct the students to listen for elements in the story that were discussed in class (refer to chart paper from Preparation Phase).
· When story is completed, identify, together with the students, the elements in the story that can be associated with a cultural reference found in their own environment. (Use pictures from Teacher Tool 4 as visual cues). 
· Examples could be: 
· Flood waters 
· Animals 
· Ark 
· Rainbow 
· Dove 
· Noah  
· Invite students to create a map of the story of Noah’s Ark using the story elements discussed and anything else they may wish to include (Worksheet 1- Story Map Pictures and Worksheet 1-2 Story Map). 
· Note to teacher: depending on students’ level of independence, some students may prefer to draw their own pictures. Alternatively other students may prefer to write a few lines in each box. 

· When they are finished ask students to share in pairs and retell the story together. 
· Inform students that they will be observed as they interact. (use Teacher Tool 5- Observation Checklist)
· Invite students to complete the peer evaluation sheet (Worksheet 2- Peer Evaluation). This may be done together as a whole class especially if students are not reading-ready. 

	Explore a flood narrative from another tradition. Compare the story elements found in the flood narrative with those found in the story of Noah’s Ark.

TASK 2                                                                                                                  


60 minutes

	Whole class
· Read a flood narrative from another tradition. (See Teacher Tools 6, 7, 8 or list of resources in the appendix). 
· Invite students to share their observations of the story elements in the flood narrative that they are familiar with or have observed in their environment. For example: In the Tlingit flood story they may recognize the Raven from other Native American stories or canoes, animals, etc. Their answers may be recorded on the board or on chart paper for reference in the next task. 
· Ask students to identify some similarities and differences between the flood narrative just read and the story of Noah’s Ark. Use the question cues found in Teacher Tool 4. Record answers so that students can have a visual cue for the next task. 

· Guide students to work with a partner to complete Worksheet 3- Venn Diagram. 

· Note to teacher: Depending on their experience with Venn diagrams students may need to be walked through this activity. 

	Create a  representation (drawing, cut out, 3D object, etc. ) of an element from one of the narratives studied that is associated with a cultural reference. 
TASK 3










30 minutes

	Individually
· Invite students to reflect on the two narratives studied and the various story elements found in both. 
· Ask students to think about one story element that they have seen in their environment or are familiar with from their environment. (This could include family, friends, school, media, etc.)  

· Inform students that they will be given a variety of materials. (This may include any craft or art materials that teachers have in their classrooms) so that they can create a representation of this element. 

· Tell students that they will have an opportunity to present the creation to their classmates and explain the connection between the story element and the cultural reference. For example:
· If a student chooses to create a drawing of the canoe from the Tlingit flood narrative they may explain its role by saying that the canoe helped then people to escape the waters and associate it with a trip they took in a canoe one summer.  
· If a student chooses the ark from Noah’s Ark they may explain its role by saying that God asked Noah to build one and associate it with a movie that they saw. 
· Note to teacher: There may be students who will say that they cannot find a cultural reference with any element. However, water and animals are present in all the narratives and most students will have had some exposure to these elements in their environments. The point of this exercise is to show students that narratives from different religious traditions are forms of religious expression that use familiar elements in the cultural environment to tell a story.




PERFORMANCE (continued)
INTEGRATION 

	Review learning. 




30 minutes

	Whole Class 
· Invite students to put up their creations in a class display and for those who wish, to give an explanation to the class. 
· Note to teacher: This is an opportunity to evaluate a student’s comprehension of the narrative and the association he/she makes with a cultural reference from his/her environment
· This may take more time depending on the number of students and the length of the explanations. 



Ethics and Religious Culture




Elementary Cycle One

Rubric 




C2-C3 
RELIGIOUS CULTURE AND DIALOGUE
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Name: ________________________________________
Date: ________________

Title of the task: _______________________________________________________

	Criteria 
	The elements evaluated in this task are checked off below.
	Observable Elements
	Performance Requirement
	
	

	Appropriate treatment of forms of religious expression
	(
	The student accurately identifies forms of religious expression.
	An accurate identification includes:

· the use of accurate terminology 

· an appropriate association with the images that represent the forms of religious expression 


	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	(
	The student provides an appropriate description of forms of religious expression. 

	An appropriate description includes:

· the main characteristics of the form of religious expression studied 

(who, what, when, how, where)

· the use of accurate terminology 
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	(
	The student makes appropriate connections between forms of religious expression and their tradition of origin.
	Adequate connections include:

· an association of the forms of religious expression studied with their traditions of origin
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	(
	The student adequately associates a form of religious expression with an element of the immediate environment.
	An adequate association includes:

· a connection between the form of religious expression studied and an element in one's surroundings

or

· a connection between an element in the student’s environment and the form of religious expression studied
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Appropriate consideration of diversity


	(
	The student describes various religious or secular ways of acting in society.
	An appropriate description features:

· a variety of religious and secular ways of thinking (concepts, ideas) and acting evident in society 

e.g. Presents different ways of welcoming a newborn within the same religious tradition.

e.g. Presents various ways, both religious and secular, of celebrating as a family. 

· the influence of culture on various forms of religious expression


	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
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Appropriate practice of dialogue
	(
	The student interacts in a way that fosters dialogue.
	Appropriate interaction, orally or in writing, can be observed in one of the following actions:

· correctly using means for developing a point of view (p. 350)
· correctly using forms of dialogue (p. 349)
· complying with conditions that foster dialogue  (p. 349)
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	(
	The student makes relevant connections between what he/she knows and the subject of dialogue.
	A relevant connection is:
· established in terms of the subject of dialogue

· explained clearly orally or in writing

· established on the basis of information available to the student
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
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Teacher Tool 1 

WHO BUILT THE ARK?

(Traditional spiritual poem and song) 
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1.

Teacher Tool 2 

Noah’s Ark

Noah was a good and honest man who lived long ago. One day God came to Noah and told him that he was disappointed with the people on Earth. They were not acting very nicely so God was going to start the world over again. God told Noah that He was going to make it rain for forty days and forty nights. God was going to save Noah and his family because they were good people. God instructed Noah to build an ark. On the ark God told Noah to put two of every kind of animal.  

Noah did everything God commanded him to. 

When the rain waters came Noah was six-hundred years old. He took all the members of his family and two of each kind of animal onto the ark and waited. For forty days and forty nights it rained and it rained and the ark rose higher and higher.  Soon all the trees and the mountains were under water. Everything was under water. Then the rain stopped. 

Noah decided to send out a raven to see if he would find land. But the raven came back after seven days because it could not find a place to land, as water was still everywhere. Noah waited and then sent out a dove. The dove also came back after seven days because it could not find land. Noah waited a while and then sent the dove out once again. After some time the dove returned and in its beak it held a freshly picked olive branch. This was a sign that the dove had found an olive tree which meant that there was land nearby. 

Then God spoke to Noah and told him to leave the ark and bring all the animals and his family with him. Noah then removed the covering from the ark and saw that the land was dry. He released all the animals from the ark and they left two by two. Noah and his family also left the ark. 

God then blessed Noah and his family and made a promise. He said that He would never again make it rain for such a long time and destroy everything. God said that the rainbow in the sky was a reminder of His Promise. He told Noah that every time there was a rainbow in the sky it would be a sign of the promise between God and all living creatures. 

(Synthesized from The Bible, New International Version, Genesis: Chapters 6-9)

Pictures to use in talking about 



Teacher Tool 3-1

Noah’s Ark

(pictures from Microsoft Office 2007 Library) 

[image: image14.wmf]
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All the animals enter

Teacher Tool 3-2
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Teacher Tool 3-3
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Teacher Tool 4

Visual Cues for Asking Questions
About a Story or Situation 

Cliparts from: Service national du RÉCIT à l'éducation préscolaire (http://recitpresco.qc.ca/) 

http://www.wpclipart.com/time/wall_clocks/index.html

	Who? 

(characters) 


	What?

(action) 



	Where?

(setting)

	When?

(time) 

[image: image1.png]12





	Why? 

(theme) 

?
	How? 

(methods) 


(May be put onto flash cards)
Observation Checklist for Dialogue 





Teacher Tool 5

	Student’s Name 

· = successful
· = somewhat successful
(    = unsuccessful (even with help) 
	Respects some of the rules of dialogue
	Makes connections between prior knowledge and the subject of dialogue

	1. 
	
	

	2. 
	
	

	3. 
	
	

	4. 
	
	

	5. 
	
	

	6. 
	
	

	7. 
	
	

	8. 
	
	

	9. 
	
	

	10. 
	
	

	11. 
	
	

	12. 
	
	

	13. 
	
	

	14. 
	
	

	15. 
	
	

	16. 
	
	

	17. 
	
	

	18. 
	
	

	19. 
	
	

	20. 
	
	

	21. 
	
	

	22. 
	
	

	23. 
	
	

	24. 
	
	

	25. 
	
	

	26. 
	
	

	27. 
	
	


Teacher Tool 6

Tlingit Flood Story 

Once long ago, Raven, the creator, sent a woman under the world to take care of the waters. One day, he decided that he wanted to see what the underwater world looked like. So, he told the woman to make the water rise high so that he could go under and not get wet. He told her to make the waters rise slowly so that people would have a chance to get their canoes ready. As the water began to rise, the animals scampered to the mountain tops. Some of the animals swam to the peoples’ canoes. Some people made it to the top of the mountains and waited for the waters to stop rising. 

When the waters stopped rising, the people who had survived came down the mountain. They saw that all the trees were gone. Since they had no wood to build fires with the people were very cold. When Raven came back from underwater, he saw fish high up in the mountains. He thought this strange so he turned them into stones. He saw the people coming down from the mountain and he turned them into stone also. When everything had been destroyed, Raven created new things out of leaves. 

(Adapted from the Tlingit folktale in, Frazer, James.  Folklore in the Old Testament, Charleston, S.C.: Bibliolife, 2010, pp. 317-318)
Teacher Tool 7

Cree Flood Story 

Once upon a time there lived a very old magician called Wissaketchak. Near where Wissaketchak lived there was a river. In that river, there lived a sea monster who did not like Wissaketchak very much at all. One day when Wissaketchak was out paddling his canoe, the sea monster started to lash his tail about making great waves that caused the water to rise and flood the land. Wissaketchak very quickly built a raft and gathered on it two of all the animals and birds. But the sea monster continued to thrash his tail all about until the water rose so high that even the highest mountain was covered. 

Wissaketchak needed something on which to land his raft. He decided to send a duck to the bottom of the river to get some earth. But the duck did not return. He then sent a muskrat and after a long time the muskrat returned with some mud in his throat. Wissaketchak took this mud and molded it into a large disc and set it on the water. The disc grew and grew and Wissaketchak blew on it until it hardened. Then he sent the animals to live on it. The disc is now the Earth we live on. 

(Adapted from the Cree folktale, in Frazer, James.  Folklore in the Old Testament, Charleston, S.C.: Bibliolife, 2010, pp. 309-310)
Teacher Tool 8

Hindu Flood Story 

Once long ago, there lived a very wise man named Manu. Manu would stand on the banks of the Chirini River, balancing himself on one leg, thinking about things. He remained like this for 10, 000 years. One day a small fish swam up to Manu and asked him to save him from a bigger fish. Manu took the fish and placed it in a jar. As the fish grew Manu took him to a pond, then to the Ganges River and finally to the ocean. Once he was in the ocean the fish warned Manu that soon everything on the Earth would be destroyed. He told Manu to build a strong ship and attach a large rope to it. The fish also told Manu to take the seven wise men with him and some seeds. Finally the fish told Manu to keep a look out for him because only he would be able to help him to cross the waters.  

Manu did as the fish instructed and set out on the waters looking for the fish.  The fish soon arrived and took hold of the rope. He dragged Manu and the boat through the waters for many years. At last the fish brought the boat to a stop on the highest peak of a mountain called Himavat. The fish then revealed himself to Manu as a great god. The god (fish) told Manu that because of his kindness Manu would become the creator of all things. 
(Adapted from the Hindu folktale in, Frazer, James.  Folklore in the Old Testament, Charleston, S.C.: Bibliolife, 2010, pp. 185-187).
Story Map of Noah’s Ark 
(pictures)



Worksheet 1 

Name___________________________________ 

Date__________________________ 
· Use the pictures found below to create a story map of Noah’s Ark. 

· Cut the pictures out and put them in the order you think they happened. 

· Use the boxes on the next page. 

	All the

animals enter
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Story Map of Noah’s Ark (blank boxes) 




Worksheet 1 -2

Name___________________________________ 

Date__________________________ 

· Use the boxes below to paste your pictures.

	
	
	

	
	
	


Peer Evaluation of Dialogue






Worksheet 2

Name: _______________________________


Name of peer: __________________________
My peer told me the story of Noah’s Ark.

· Put a check in the appropriate box.

	
	On his/her own
	With help

	He/she described the story well using the story map. 
	
	

	He/she described the pictures well.
	
	

	He/she made sure I understood by asking questions. 
	
	


I remember one thing from my peer’s story: ________________________________________________________________________________

Venn diagram for Stories    
                








Worksheet 3
Name: ________________________ Date: ______________

Draw or write the things that were the SAME and the things that were DIFFERENT in Noah’s Ark and another flood story. 




SUGGESTED RESOURCES

Suggested Children’s Storybooks Containing Noah’s Ark and other stories: 

Brett, Jan. On Noah’s Ark. New York: Putnam Juvenile, 2003

Frazer, James. Folklore in the Old Testament, Charleston, S.C.: Bibliolife, 2010
Parker, Victoria. Bible Stories for Children. London: Lorenz Books, 2006

Reid, Barbara. Two by Two. Scholastic Canada. 1992

Stoddard, Sandol. A Child’s First Bible. New York: Doubleday Books, 1990

Hastings, Selina. The Children’s Illustrated Bible. New York: Dorling Kindersley, 2004 

Possible Internet Resources for the Story of Noah’s Ark: 

Bible stories 

<http://www.dltk-bible.com/genesis/chapter6-index.htm> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
<http://www.ssnoah.com/noah-story.html> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
<http://www.mikelockett.com/stories.php?action=view&id=24> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
<http://bibleforchildren.org/languages/english/stories.php> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
Interactive stories 

< http://wordofloveforyou.com/n1.htm> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
Suggested Activities with Noah’s Ark Story 

<http://www.first-school.ws/activities/bible/rainbow.htm> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
Site has templates of the story that can be downloaded. 
Suggested Books for Other Flood Stories 

Krishnaswami, Uma. Stories of the Flood. Colorado: Roberts Rinehart Publisher, 1994 

Possible Internet Resources for Other Flood Stories 

A wide variety of flood stories from around the world on all these sites 

<http://www.talkorigins.org/faqs/flood-myths.html> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
<http://www.nwcreation.net/noahlegends.html> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
<http://ancienthistory.about.com/od/floodmyth/Flood_Myth.htm> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
<http://www.livius.org/fa-fn/flood/flood1.html> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
Possible Internet Resources for Native Flood Stories 

Chippewa legend 

<http://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-Legends/GreatSerpentandtheGreatFlood-Chippewa.html> 

(last accessed June 14, 2011)
Ojibwa Legend 

<http://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-Legends/TheLegendOfRainbowPath-Ojibwa.html> (last accessed June 14, 2011)
Navajo 

<http://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-Legends/LittleDawnBoyAndTheRainbowTrail-Navajo.html> 

(last accessed June 14, 2011)
[image: image7.png]



( I succeeded in this: 	Student’s reflections	(I would like to improve this:








Result:





Commentaires de l’enseignant :





Meets none of the requirements.








Meets few of the requirements.








Meets a minimum number of requirements.








Meets the requirements in a satisfactory manner.








Meets the requirements to an outstanding degree.


 





Chorus: �Who built the ark? Noah! Noah! �Who built the ark? �Brother Noah built the ark �(Repeat Twice)





4.


In came the animals, six by six �Elephant laughed at the monkey's tricks �In came the animals seven by seven �Giraffes and the camels looking up to heaven


Repeat Chorus


5.


In came the animals, eight by eight �Some on time and the others were late �In came the animals, nine by nine �Some were laughin' and some were cryin'


Repeat Chorus


6. 


In came the animals, ten by ten �Time for the voyage to begin �Noah said. 'Go shut the door! �The rain's started fallin' and we can’t take more'	


Repeat Chorus





Old man Noah built the ark �He built it out of hickory bark �He built it long, both wide and tall �With plenty of room for the large and small


Repeat Chorus


2.


In came the animals, two by two �Hippopotamus and kangaroo �In came the animals three by three �Two big cats and a bumblebee


Repeat Chorus


3.


In came the animals, four by four �Two through the window and two through the door �In came the animals, five by five �The bees came swarming from the hive


Repeat Chorus





�





�





�





�





Noah’s Ark





Flood story from another tradition





The same in both stories





Teacher’s comments:
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