
Exploring Ethics in Science 
 

On the next page you will find the transcript of a letter written by Albert Einstein to F.D. 
Roosevelt in 1939. Read this letter and take a moment to reflect on the following questions.  
 

1. In this letter, Einstein refers to the possibility of setting up a nuclear chain reaction to 
produce a bomb. Is the process Einstein is referring to an example of nuclear fission, or 
nuclear fusion? 
 

2. Reading this letter, it is evident that Einstein felt some sort of obligation to inform 
Roosevelt about this situation. As a scientist working on nuclear physics, do think that 
Einstein had a moral obligation to write this letter? Explain your reasoning. 
 

3. In general, are scientists responsible for the outcomes and application of their research? 
Is it the responsibility of a researcher to consider these things before they publish their 
work? In other words, can the scientists who worked on nuclear research in the early 
1900’s inherently responsible for the creation of nuclear weapons? Can they be held 
responsible for the modern nuclear reactors that are used to produce electrical energy? 
 

 
Richard Fyenman was an American theoretical physicist who worked on the Manhattan Project. 
In this video, he shares a very candid reflection on his part in creating the World’s first atomic 
weapon. 

https://vimeo.com/340695809#t=925s



