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Another school year is just beginning! The students we see before us are still full of summer memories. Some may have had their first summer job, others may have gone away somewhere on vacation, and still others may have been involved in community projects . . . In other words, they will have learned more about themselves and are now ready to take up new challenges. What can they expect from the Personal Orientation Project, the Exploration of Vocational Training or the Entrepreneurship Program this year? What will they be learning? What new things are they going to discover?  

To help you teach these programs, the teams at the Direction des programmes and the Direction de l’évaluation at the Ministère de l’Éducation, du Loisir et du Sport, as well as the Service national du RÉCIT, offer you the opportunities described below. Nathalie Morin, Direction des services à la communauté anglophone, Services aux réseaux (DSCA-SAR), has recently joined our team, replacing Elaine Roy who has moved on to a new position. We welcome Ms. Morin and wish Ms. Roy all the best.

Have fun learning!

1. Online support for educators new to the Entrepreneurship program

Online support for educators new to the Entrepreneurship program will soon be available. Intended for teachers and those accompanying them, it will provide them with an opportunity to learn about the program and have access to complementary resources such as official MELS documents. Teachers will have access to Survival Basics in order to plan, teach and evaluate in Term 1, along with numerous resources to support them for the rest of the school year.

This online support will soon be available at the following link:

 http://www.learnquebec.ca/en/content/curriculum/career_dev/.

2. Tool Kits for the Personal Orientation Project (POP)
Phase 4 tool kits (11): The activity guides for these tool kits are nearing completion. An information bulletin will be sent out to school boards in early January and school boards will be able to purchase these tool kits.

Activity guides for Phases 1 to 4: These guides can be downloaded and printed out to replace pages that have become overly worn through extensive use. The activity guides in a doc or pdf format will be available soon on the revamped POP Links site at: http://www.liensppo.qc.ca/poplinks.htm.

Updating activity guides for Phases 1 to 3: 
Ever eager to provide students with relevant guides, we are continuing to update a number of these tools this year. Consult the POP Links page [http://www.liensppo.qc.ca/poplinks.htm] to keep abreast of these updates. 

New tool kits: In response to requests from the English community, other guides are in the process of being translated and adapted. An updated list of tool kits will be made available later this school year in the Tool Kits section of the MELS Career Development Web site: http://www.learnquebec.ca/en/content/curriculum/career_dev/pop/tool_kits.html.

Information for Secondary School Administrators 
As schools look ahead to the 2012-2013 school year, this session will inform administrators, directors of educational services, and others about the role that career development programs play in a student’s school career and review all relevant information pertaining to the implementation of these programs. A virtual presentation will be offered between 10:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. on February 7, 2012, and again on March 27, 2012.

The topics covered will be: back to basics; defining participants’ roles; and career development programs in the context of a guidance-oriented approach to learning (very brief presentation).

3. Training, support and accompaniment for technological resources (POP-ePEARL portfolio) 
In order to foster the development of effective practices in the use of technological tools for learning and evaluation and the transfer of these practices in the classroom, a POP-ePEARL training session was held on November 3. There are now over 600 Career Development students registered with POP-ePEARL.

On the MELS Career Development Web site you will find instructions on how to get started and a link to the Teacher’s Guide. 

4. Mentoring communities of practice

The Career Development Mentoring community is stronger than ever! Based on recommendations from the Year II pilot project, teachers were encouraged to visit a mentor’s classroom during the first term. The feedback has been tremendous and has resulted in a change in pedagogical practices. Moreover, word-of-mouth communication about the mentoring community has resulted in an influx of teachers who joined us for a second face-to-face meeting to map out the curriculum with mentors on November 21. A solid model of professional development is emerging.

5. Available resources

Career Development Web site

http://www.learnquebec.ca/en/content/curriculum/career_dev/
Personal Orientation Project online training

http://poptraining.qc.ca/
Exploration of Vocational Training online training

http://explotraining.qc.ca/
We wish you a marvellous school year! 

Lucie Cormier

Program Coordinator

Nathalie Bédard

Evaluation Coordinator for the
Personal Orientation Project, Exploration of Vocational Training, Introduction to Entrepreneurship
Ministère de l'Éducation, du Loisir et du Sport, DGSE

Nathalie Morin, Direction des services à la communauté anglophone, Services aux réseaux (DSCA-SAR)
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