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SIMPLE VIEW OF READING (GOUGH AND TUNMER, 1986)

RC = D x LC
(reading comprehension= decoding x language comprehension)



FACTORS THAT 

INFLUENCE SUCCESSFUL 

READING 

COMPREHENSION:

1. READER ABILITY

2. TEXT FACTORS

3. READING TASK

Scarborough, H. S. (2001)



ASSESSMENT



READING 

COMPREHENSION

ASSESSMENT

 Identify areas of strength 

and weakness

 Inform group/individual 

instruction

 Monitor the progress of 

students



READING IS AN INTERACTIVE

AND REFLECTIVE PROCESS-

HOW DO WE MEASURE READING 

COMPREHENSION?



POTENTIAL 

ASSESSMENT 

TOOLS

NORM BASED 
REFERENCES 

TOOLS

INFORMAL 
READING 

INVENTORIES

CURRICULUM 
BASED 

MEASUREMENTS

INTERVIEWS AND 
QUESTIONNAIRES

OBSERVATION RETELLING FREE WRITING THINK ALOUDS 



SELECTING APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT TOOLS

Decoding

Oral reading fluency

- the ability to read connected text quickly, accurately, 

and with expression.

Language comprehension

Cloze maze

- a reading assessment is a task that measures how well 

students understand text they read silently.



JEN'S CLASS!



LAVAL SENIOR ACADEMY

English senior school for all of Laval

Secondary 3, 4, 5, WOTP and Challenges program

WOTP

60 students

1 semiskilled group

2 Prework year 1

2 Prework year 2

1 Prework year 3



MY ELA YEAR ONE GROUPS 

Group 1

 Class of 9

 Street smart

 Behavioral difficulties

 Difficult to motivate

 Academic levels between elementary cycle 2 and 3

Group 2 

 Class of 11

 Need more individual support

 Easier to motivate 

 Academic levels between Pre k and elementary cycle 3



SEPTEMBER TO NOVEMBER …...WHAT IS WORKING ?

Google Classroom 



SEPTEMBER TO NOVEMBER …...WHAT IS WORKING ?



SEPTEMBER TO NOVEMBER …...WHAT IS WORKING ?

Check in

Attendance 

Fact of the day

Focus lesson 

Independent work 

Check in 

Down time 

Independent work and Individual instruction with teacher 

at conference table



FONTUS AND PINNELL BENCHMARK & CONTINUUM

 Used to assess fluency and reading comprehension

 Timed reading passage with errors noted.

 Independent reading with oral comprehension 

questions.



HOW OFTEN 

SHOULD I 

COLLECT DATA?

 Secondary students will take 

more time to see a change in 

performance

 Consider:

 Student motivation

 Expected rate of growth

Which tool is being used



FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT 



INTERVENTIONS

INSTRUCTIONAL 

FOCUS

MATCH AREA OF 

NEED



Vocabulary

Word Recognition
Specific Reading Strategies

Building background 

knowledge



COMPONENTS OF EFFECTIVE INSTRUCTION

 Statement of objective or purpose.

 Daily review.

 Explicit modeling and teaching.

 Guided practice.

 Independent practice.

 Teaching for generalization.

 Monitoring student learning.

 Periodic review (multiple opportunities for practice).



1. WORD RECOGNITION

 "c" + "a" + "t" = "cat"

 The black cat.



WORD STUDY INSTRUCTIONAL FOCUSES

 Teach students to:

 Identify and break words into syllable types.

 When and how to read multisyllabic words by blending 

parts together.

 Recognize irregular words that do not follow predictable 

patterns.

 Meanings of common prefixes, suffixes, inflectional ending 

and roots.

 Break words into word parts and combine word parts to 

create words based on their roots, bases, or other features.

 How and when to use structural analysis to decode 

unknown words.





PETER BOWER-
STRUCTURED 
WORD 
INQUIRY



2. EXPLICIT VOCABULARY INSTRUCTION
INCREASES COMPREHENSION SKILLS



THEORY TO PRACTICE

Teaching Sequence

1. Select 3-5 words that are critical to student 
understanding of the text (uncommon words, multiple 
meanings, academic words, sophisticated synonyms).

2. Explicitly define the word(s) using student friendly 
language, a synonym and a sample sentence.

3. Contextualize word from reading example from the text.

4. Students interact with the word- repeat it, use the newly 
defined word in a sentence with their partner

5. Include a visual of the newly defined word
 Repeated exposures in several contexts: 

reading activities, writing activities, visuals, physical 
experiences and discussion.



3. SPECIFIC READING STRATEGIES



SOME EXAMPLES

1. Carefully select the text that applies to teaching a 

given strategy (e.g. main idea summary/expository 

text). Select a text that is at an appropriate reading 

level of the student(s).

2. Make the strategy explicit- what it is, when to use it 

and why it is important.

3. Model how to apply the strategy (think aloud, guided 

practice with feedback, independent practice).

4. Continued discussions with students about what 

strategy they are using and why, before, during and 

after reading.



WORD OF THE WEEK



TEXT 

SELECTION

Purposeful selection to

 Improve vocabulary

 Increase background knowledge

 Enhance reading comprehension 

strategies

 At the instructional level of students-

requires support of the teacher.



TEXT SELECTION 

http://www.readworks.org/find-content


USING A VARIETY OF STRUCTURES

- Interactive Read-Alouds

-Video-Alouds

-Minilessons

-Guided Reading

- Partnership and Book-Club Conferences

- Small-Group Strategy Lessons

-Close Reading

-Research-Compliment-Teach Conferences



TEXT OF THE WEEK

1-Discuss the purpose for reading
 Knowledge is stored in these articles.

 We will learn new and valuable knowledge reading 

the article

 Build their own new personal vocabulary

 Become stronger independent readers with better 

stamina

2- Make predictions (RC strategy)

5- Teacher reads text to the class 

(modelling)

4- Discuss as a class (guided practice)

6- Notebook of knowledge (building 

background knowledge)

7- Share what we have learned

8- Answer comprehension questions 

Whole Class Focus Lesson 

3- Read text independently

 What we think the text is about 

 Take notes

 Vocabulary words they are not familiar with 



INDEPENDENT 

WORK 



INTERACTIVE WHOLE GROUP VIDEO-ALOUDS

 Fiction

* Short films

*Movie Trailers

*Music Videos

*Clips from different movies or television series students are interested in.

 Non-Fiction

* Short documentaries

* Clips from reality shows
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